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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Just two words and �ve letters packed with meaning, wide in 
scope and deep in signi�cance. It is the school’s theme for 
the year and the focus of this Crusader Chronicle. �e theme 

comes out of Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, whether 
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him.” �e time of my tenure at 
Whitinsville Christian School is ticking down this year, month by 
month, but it is truly a year of being all in.

�e “all” reminds me of cross country team competition. Five 
competitors contribute to the overall score of the team. �ey 
need to be “all in” to get a �nal score that is competitive. Individ-
ual participation and placement are important, but the overall 
score of �ve runners is what really counts. If you are the ��h 
runner, your score counts as much as the �rst runner, and it is 
the team score that o�ers the competitive edge. Whitinsville 
Christian School is really a team of individuals all focused on the 
same mission. It requires that every component of what makes 
up WCS is “all in” to operate with prime e�ectiveness. �e com-
plexity of an organization like WCS requires attention to being all 
in, all the time, all focused on the mission of WCS. In this issue 
of the Crusader Chronicle, you will see examples of what it means 
to be “All In.”

“All In”
�e “in” is yet another signi�cant, albeit small word. In Colos-
sians 3:17b it says, “do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus…”  
Our relationships, our curriculum, our athletics, our capital cam-
paigns, our decisions, our programs, our dialogue, our fundrais-
ing, our hiring, our attitudes, and our vision for the future are all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Romans 12:1-2 from �e Message 
o�ers some poignant words regarding this issue. “So here’s what I 
want you to do: Take your everyday, ordinary life — your sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life — and place it 
before God as an o�ering. Embracing what God does for you is the 

best thing you can do for him. 
Don’t become so well-adjusted to 
your culture that you �t into it 
without even thinking. Instead, 
�x your attention on God. You’ll 
be changed from the inside out. 
Readily recognize what he wants 
from you, and quickly respond to 
it. Unlike the culture around you, 
always dragging you down to its 
level of immaturity, God brings 
the best out of you, develops well-
formed maturity in you.”

Radical, life-changing words and transformative behavior �ow 
out of two small words – “All In.”  It is my hope and prayer that 
not only through this issue of the Crusader Chronicle, but far 
into the future, “All In” will resound with deliberate clarity and 
deep signi�cance. Our mission demands it; our uniqueness as 
an outstanding Christian education in the heart of New England 
requires our ultimate allegiance to the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. I’m �red up about this and should I o�er much more here 
this page will ignite! Move on with humility and wisdom, my 
friends.

Lance B. Engbers 
Head of School

In November, the Girls Cross Country team won their �rst-ever district 
championship for WCS!

“�e complexity 
of an organization 
like WCS requires 
attention to being 
all in, all the time, 
all focused on the 
mission of WCS.”
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For the last three years, WCS students have chosen the spiri-
tual theme for the school year. �is year’s theme, All In, was 
created with input from all students, but particularly the 

class of 2020. �e idea of All In comes from the students’ desire to 
give of themselves, to give 100% in what they do, the desire to not 
be half-hearted, but to live wholeheartedly. More importantly, All 
In is a call to do all we do and all we say for God’s glory, not so we 
are recognized, not so this school is praised, not so other students 
or parents or sta� like us, and not so we get what we want in life. 
We do what we do so that God receives the glory. Whatever we 
do – we do it through Christ and for Christ. 

Colossians 3:17 is an excellent way to examine our lives. Broken 
down it simply says:

• In everything – all we do, or make, or create, in what we say 
and think and how we act, 

• We do it, because of and for God – we do every bit of it with 
the authority and for the cause of our master, Lord, Jesus, 

• With thankfulness – because God is our Father, our caregiver.

By Jodi Koeman, Director of Spiritual Formation

Giving Meaning to our Theme

Jodi joined WCS as the Director of 
Spiritual Formation in the fall of 2017. 
As of February 2020, she has accepted 
a new, full-time position with World 
Renew as a Church with Community 
Coordinator. She is excited about this 
position since it combines her deepest 
passions and skills; community 
development, church engagement, 
strategic planning, and team building. 
We are deeply grateful for the energy, 
enthusiasm, optimism, and joy Jodi has 
brought to the position of Director of 
Spiritual Formation. We will miss her 
leadership and joyful presence but also 
wish for her God’s blessings as she 
embarks on this new journey.  

“And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 
- Colossians 3:17

All In helps us to live more fully for Christ. It is a beautiful theme 
to wrap around our year; however, we must be careful how we use 
this theme. We should not use it to say that we ought to be giving 
more – doing more. It might make some feel that they’re not do-
ing enough, not being enough – not enough. Although sometimes 

we aren’t giving 100% when we 
should, the meaning of this theme 
and verse is NOT about guilting 
us into doing more. God says and 
knows you are enough. He wants 
to shine through you. �is verse 
is a reminder to put our focus and 
attention on submitting to God, 
not ourselves.

It is a challenge to be all in together. We need people around us 
challenging us to do our all, not for ourselves or for our glory, but 
for God’s. We have a tremendous responsibility to teach each other 
how to do this well.

Whatever we  
do – we do  

it through Christ 
and for Christ. 

Seniors escort the kindergarteners into convocation
4   |   The Crusader Chronicle
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Alex Rivera 
Student Academic 
Services, Elementary

New Faces

Jessica Ryan 
Kindergarten Aide

Kurt Savage 
High School Faculty 
& Assistant Athletic 
Director

Tamara Boras 
Kindergarten Aide

Lillian Christy
HS Faculty

Melissa Hadley 
Director of 
Enrollment

Gina Kreidler 
Kindergarten Aide

Nancy Monts 
Kindergarten Aide

Andrew Weiseth
HS Paraprofessional

New Roles
Several faculty and staff members have new roles as 
of the 2019-2020 school year.

Heather Engle is now a 2nd grade teacher. Kelly 
Foppema moved from Student Academic Services 
to the elementary school as a 3rd grade teacher and 
recess monitor. Erinn Klatt teaches 3rd and 4th grade 
and elementary PE. Karen Wasielewski moved from 
2nd grade to being a 4th grade teacher. Tammi Gorman 
has taken on the new role of Academic Dean.

A�er eight months 
of prayer, visits, and 
analysis, the WCS 
Board of Trustees an-
nounced in Decem-
ber that Rick Lukia-
nuk will become the 
next Head of School 
at WCS. Rick, who 

will be leaving his current position as Head of School at Her-
itage Christian Academy in Olathe and Overland Park, Kansas, 
for WCS in June, began his career in international law. “We were 
looking for a leader who could keep us moving forward,” said John 
Casey, President of the Board of Trustees, “as well as one who will 
help us stay true to our mission, which is to help all of our students 
grow into thoughtful, compassionate world-changers.”

Rick has served as Head of School at Heritage Christian Academy 
since 2011. He also served as Head of School at Christian Heritage 
Academy in North�eld, IL, and as High School Principal at Ports-
mouth Christian Academy in Dover, NH. Prior to pursuing a ca-
reer in education, Rick was Vice President and General Counsel at 

Fisher Scienti�c Worldwide, Inc. in Hampton, NH. “He has a deep 
passion for Christian education,” said John. “Rick was impressed 
with the sta�, facilities, and programs at WCS, along with our 
commitment to keep Christ at the center of everything we do – a 
testament to the faithful service and leadership of Lance as Head 
of School. Rick is very excited to join WCS and to help it continue 
on its path to become all God would have it be.”

“It is with great excitement and anticipation that I look forward 
to becoming part of the WCS family this coming June,” said Rick. 
“My wife, Lee Ann, and I felt so warmly welcomed during our 
trip this past December. A�er learning about the history, the com-
munity, and the outstanding sta� and leadership, we both agreed 
we felt God calling us to serve at WCS. We are so pleased that 
the Board also felt God calling us to this wonderful school and 
loving community. Coming home to New England is a wonderful 
and exciting full circle for us. I believe that WCS is poised to be-
come even more prominent, more in�uential, and more e�ective 
in passing God’s wisdom down to the next generation. I believe 
that you, the WCS community, are prepared to be an integral part 
of what God has in store for this wonderful school. I can’t wait to 
get started.”

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NAMES  
Rick Lukianuk, J.D.,  
Next Head of School
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Keep Your Eyes

Nothing embodies our theme of “All In” quite 
like the WCS Dutch Apple Pie fundraiser! �is 
is most evident on the day of pie making, even 

though teams of people put in hours of work be-
fore the �rst pie is boxed.

In the weeks and months leading up to the sales kick-o�, the Ap-
ple Pie Committee procures materials and ingredients, connects 
with sponsors, develops a sales and marketing strategy, and iden-
ti�es recipients of the donated Pay It Forward pies. As the day ap-
proaches, a setup crew transforms the Krull Memorial Auditori-
um into a pie factory and middle school students participate in a 
team activity assembling the boxes. Next comes the big day, when 
hundreds of volunteers work in shi�s to make these famous pies.

�is year, over 7,100 pies were sold and more than 1,400 of those 
pies were donated to area food banks, shelters, veterans, and �rst 
responders. Teams of volunteers delivered these pies to their 
grateful recipients. “During our �rst year, we donated 850 pies,” 
said Erika Johnson, Apple Pie Committee Member. “It was our 
hope that this aspect of the apple pie sale would continue to grow, 
and we’re excited that it has done just that. �ere is so much need, 
and people are so appreciative when receiving the pies.”

�ank you to everyone who ordered, donated, assembled, and de-
livered WCS Dutch Apple Pies this year!

1,400
OF THOSE  
DONATED

7,100  
PIES  
SOLD

on the Pies!
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WCS third graders are following a new path to learning, and that 
path leads outside! Outdoor Ed is a pilot program launched at the 
beginning of the school year and students are thriving as they ex-
plore God’s world.

During the fall of 2018, Sarah (Plumb) Bowler (’95), Elementary 
Principal, visited Holland Christian Schools in Michigan to learn 

more about a program known 
as Forest Kindergarten. Upon 
returning, she prepared a pro-
posal for a new elementary cur-
riculum. �ird graders now head 
outside three times per week for 
a time of student-directed explo-
ration. Karyn Pagkanlungan and 
Erinn Klatt are the Outdoor Ed 
teachers.

“We go outside no 
matter what the 
weather brings 
and students ex-

plore the woods, build bridges and huts out of 
branches, �nd small creatures, and create their own 
outdoor learning experiences,” said Karyn. “While 
the outdoor time might seem unconventional, 
there is serious learning happening by students en-
gaging in physical activities, rather than listening 
to a classroom lecture or following pre-scripted les-
son plans,” said Erinn.

Outdoor Ed has been a big hit 
with the third graders. Sophia 
Jamros was surprised to learn 
that Outdoor Ed was new this 
year. Her favorite aspect has 
been working with her class-
mates to accomplish a goal. 
“You have to make sure every-
one knows the plan and knows 
what to do,” said Sophia. “We 
�nd items to build and decorate 
our forts. We’ve even found bags 
to carry our pine cones. Pine cones are money in Outdoor Ed.” �e 
science lessons are plentiful. “We’ve learned about di�erent kinds 
of trees. We’ve learned which kinds of footprints belong to which 
animals. And deer poop is weird (insert giggles here). It looks like 
jellybeans.” Students also learn about God’s creation. “It’s really 
fun what you can hear and see in God’s creation.”

“Outdoor Ed �ts perfectly with our mission to 
nurture the academic, spiritual, personal, social, 
creative, and physical development of students, 
in cooperation with their parents, for Christ-like 
service in God’s World,” said Sarah. “�e students 
in a nature-based classroom are surrounded by ev-
idence of God. God is not just a subject we study 
each day, or hear about from our teachers. He is 
an active, living presence in our lives, wherever we 
are. Students observe and explore God’s creation, 
and do this with wonder and discovery.”

“Play-based learning 
is not content-based, 

but process-based.  
It is not what you 

know but the process 
by which you �nd 

the answers. It 
teaches the HOW, 
not the WHAT.”

Elementary Students 
Go All Out!

Dawson tests a bridge

Sophie, Elise, and Sophia work as a team
Photo to le�: Graedan doesn’t mind the snow
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The annual middle school retreat has been a shining ex-
ample of ALL IN long before those words became WCS’s 
spiritual theme for the school year. Since 2013, students, 

faculty, and several chaperones have ventured to Camp Sentinel in 
Tu�onboro, New Hampshire, for an overnight retreat at the begin-
ning of the school year.

Terry Ebbeling, English Language Arts teacher, has attended every 
retreat. “�is event sets the tone for the whole year. It helps the 
students realize that we teachers are ‘all in’ for them and that we 
are all, students and teachers, ready for a year ahead where we will 
work together to God’s glory. It’s fun to spend time with the kids 
playing, worshiping, and sleeping outside of the classroom in a 
place that shouts God’s majesty.”

Jake Fogg, sixth grader, participated in his �rst retreat this year. “I 
had fun hiking and enjoyed the outdoor space to run around with 
my friends. I also liked the team activities and cabin time where 
we talked about what we learned during chapel.”

Kaylin Fogg, eighth grader, re�ected on her third and �nal retreat. 
“Over the past three years, the middle school retreat has been a 
fun way to become closer with my classmates, God, and even the 
teachers. I loved having the freedom to explore God’s creation 
with my friends and try new things. One of my favorite parts was 
when a group of us got up early to watch the sunrise together.”

Parents have participated as worship leaders and chaperones. Ian 
Fogg (’95) has served in both of these roles for several retreats. 

“As a parent, it has been a tremendous blessing to be a part of 
this important transition time for the kids. I love the way that the 
eighth graders are encouraged to take ownership of the tone that 
will be set in the middle school for the year. �ere is a genuine 
sense of welcoming for the incoming sixth graders, and they get 
a chance to see what independence can look like as they leave the 
safe structure of elementary school. Understanding that they have 
a role within a community, the potential impact of their words, 
actions, and how they live out their faith - it can be a lot to sort 
through all at once. �is retreat o�ers opportunities to build cour-
age in the older students to stand up and say ‘Follow me as I follow 
Christ’, even within the imperfect sphere of middle school.”

Middle School Retreat 

Sixth Grade Service Learning
In October, the sixth grade class completed a service learning 
project with the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Cor-
ridor. Students visited the Blackstone Heritage Corridor Visi-
tor Center in Worcester and participated in a cleanup along the 
Blackstone River Bikeway. �eir project represented a $2,352.27 
in-kind contribution and Bonnie Combs, Marketing Director for 
the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor, presented 
the class with a check representing that contribution. “It was such 
a great pleasure to work with the students at Whitinsville Chris-
tian School and to share that the birth of the American Industrial 
Revolution happened where they live and go to school. In addition 
to telling that story, we are also committed to protecting the im-
portant natural resources here and the students made an impact 
with their cleanup along the Blackstone River and the bikeway. We 
are grateful for community service projects like these.”
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High School Drama Keeps 
the Audience Guessing

For their fall production, the Whitinsville Christian High 
School Drama Club presented Ax of Murder, an audience in-
teractive murder mystery by Pat Cook. Ax of Murder featured 
a cast of 21 talented high school students, amazing special ef-
fects, and plenty of fun for the entire family.

“In looking for a play this year, our drama club wanted to try 
a murder mystery. �is classic genre is fun and entertaining 
and always keeps audiences thinking. Ax of Murder is full of 
twists and surprises, and the answer is only found on the last 
page!” said Mary Dykstra, HS Drama Club Director. “Our 
cast and crew put so much work into this show. Timing is 

everything with a show like this.”

“�e tech crew and the cast all have to work as one to make the special e�ects impactful. 
We chose this show a�er reading through many other murder mysteries because of the 
variety of characters, minimalist set, and intrigue; and when the students love a show this 
much, audiences will be thoroughly entertained.”

For their fall production, the Whitinsville Christian High 
School Drama Club presented 
teractive murder mystery by Pat Cook. 
a cast of 21 talented high school students, amazing special ef
fects, and plenty of fun for the entire family.

“In looking for a play this year, our drama club wanted to try 
a murder mystery. �is classic genre is fun and entertaining 

cast and crew put so much work into this show. Timing is 

On November 5, 2019, thirteen students were inducted into the John T. Bajema 
National Honor Society.

NHS Induction

Pictured le� to right: Alyssa Worley, Katie Weedon, Fiona Shaw, Bella Ibrahim, Ally Fogg, 
Ella VanTol, Lucy Bowler, Maggie Rejmer, Mikaela Rose, Olivia Fleming, Ben Cannistraci, 
Micah Hart, and Anthony Gilbert
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I have been ALL IN since I was �ve years old. When I started at WCS in kindergarten in 
1986, it was because my parents valued a Christian education, as did my grandparents, 
Lois and Sydney LaFleur. I graduated in 1999, and in those 

years of elementary, middle, and high school, life happened. In 
1989, my parents parted ways and I was one of the �rst “bro-
ken” families in my class, in a Christian school.

�ose times were di�cult for all involved, especially for my 
brother and me. �e sense of community and support that we 
had at WCS was second to none. We went through some very 
di�cult times as kids, but truly those times, even at a young 
age, made me appreciate this small school community even 
more. I felt the value of a Christian environment long before I 
understood the meaning of the word value.

When I was in junior high, I remember my mom telling me that I was 
going to have to go to a local public school. Fear took over, but God 
stepped in and I was able to stay at WCS. When I turned sixteen and 
started my �rst job at a supermarket, I would take my check to the 
business o�ce so that I could help pay my way, as much as a sixteen- 
year-old could. I knew the value that I was getting at WCS and I did 
not want to let that go. �e roots were established.

My husband, Matt, and I moved closer to the area so that our �rst 
son could begin kindergarten at WCS. Soon a�er that, I knew that it 
would be an honor to sit as a Trustee. I learned a lot during my time 
on the Board. I learned that all decisions made for this school are 
made with God �rst. I also learned that I wanted to help in more ways 
to continue to build upon the foundation of WCS.

Now, as the Director of Enrollment, I am able to show new families all 
that WCS has to o�er and see them become excited to become part of 
this community. I am also able to strengthen existing ties. �is school 
is something truly special, not just in the Blackstone Valley, and not 
just in Central Massachusetts, but in our state as a whole. We have 
something incredible within these walls and down these halls. 

I hope you see it; I pray you see it. I pray for each family every night 
that a big-picture, positive impact is made not only in the lives of 
your children, but in your lives by being part of the WCS community. 
I pray that when families are part of the WCS community, their roots 
will be strong and they may �nd comfort in the shade of the trees 
around them. I pray that in the comfort of His hand on your lives, 
you too will become deeply rooted, not just in this community, but 
in His love for you.

Melissa Hadley, Director of Enrollment

�e Hadley Family: Matt, Melissa, 
Jackson, Nicholas, and Madeline

1st grade at WCS

Student
Alumna
Parent
Trustee

Employee
�e roles I’ve held  

at Whitinsville  
Christian School.  
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And at what has 
become the big-
gest performance 
of WCS musical 
gifts, Celebrate 
Christmas with 
WCS was hosted 
by Valley Chapel 
of Uxbridge and 
showcased the 
talents of students 
of all ages.
talents of students 

Stepping Stone Preschool students presented their 
musical nativity scene and enjoyed delicious snacks with 
their families.

Christmas is of course a favorite time of year at WCS and  
we are blessed to celebrate in many ways. 

Cele�ates ChristmasWCS
hristmas is of course a favorite time of year at WCS and 

Cele�ates Christmas

The elementary musical, Jingle Bell Beach, taught us 
that Christmas isn’t about snowmen, hot chocolate, 
and fancy decorations. It’s about celebrating the birth 
of Jesus, God’s gift to us, with the people we love.
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Where did your path take you after WCS?
A�er graduating from WCS, I attended Messiah College for two 
years. In May 2014, I graduated from Worcester State University 
with a degree in Business Administration with a concentration in 
accounting.

After graduating from college, did you begin searching 
for a job in accounting?
I preferred to �nd a job related to accounting, but was open to 
whatever God had planned for me. I accepted a position within 
the fundraising department at Ascentria Care Alliance, a local 
human service nonpro�t organization, and worked there for four 
years. From the second I stepped foot in the o�ce at Ascentria, I 
felt such a warm welcome and everyone was so friendly and kind. 
�ere is something about the people who work in the sector. Ev-
eryone has the same heart for helping people, and it’s really good 
to be surrounded by that every day.

What made you decide to continue your education?
I wanted to go back to school for my master’s because I knew I 
wanted to work in the nonpro�t sector for the remainder of my 
career, and having the education to back my professional goals 
was important. In 2017, I received my Master of Science degree in 
Nonpro�t Management and Philanthropy with a graduate certi�-
cate in Strategic Fundraising from Bay Path University.

What kind of work are you doing now?
I am now working at UMass Medical School as a Prospect Re-
search Analyst. I have two branches of my role: prospect research 
and prospect management. �e prospect research side involves 
�nding new potential prospects who could become major donors 
to the institution. �e prospect management side includes work-
ing with the major gi� o�cers and managing their prospect port-
folios and proposals. 

What is the best part of working in your field?
It’s inspiring to see the generosity of others. In today’s world, 
sometimes you need to hear or see how people are doing good 
things because we are bombarded with so many tragedies every 
single day. It’s also amazing to get to see how donations, big or 
small, can really help people. I’ve seen how a hand-knit blanket 
can bring so much joy to a person during the winter, to how a 
$1,000,000 donation can fund new cancer research to save lives.

Staying in Touch

Is there a specific experience that made a lasting 
impression?
One part of my job at Ascentria that I really enjoyed was in-
terviewing clients for fundraising appeal letters and newsletter 
features. One client who touched my heart was a man named 
Tony who was paralyzed from the neck down a�er a logging in-
cident when he was in his early 20’s. Meeting him when I myself 
was in my early 20’s was a surreal experience and put my own 
life into perspective. He needed 24/7 assistance, and yet he was 
the happiest and most optimistic person I had ever met. It made 
me cry on my way home, thinking how my problems seemed so 
small compared to his. It was a very humbling experience that 
has stuck with me.

Are there memories of your time at WCS that you’d 
like to share?
Mr. Herrmann’s accounting classes were what made me love 
accounting and inspired me to pursue my career. He explained 
the subject so well and helped me actually understand and apply 
what I was learning. I was also on the volleyball team from 7th 
grade through senior year. I transferred to WCS in 7th grade and 
my mom encouraged me to join a team so I could make friends 
and feel included. Mrs. VandenAkker as a coach was WONDER-
FUL, and she believed in me and supported me on a personal 
level as well as on the court. Being on that team gave me so many 
lasting memories and friendships. 

How did your time at WCS prepare you for the work 
you’re doing and the life you’re living now?
I tell people all the time that my high school prepared me for my 
college years more than I could ever explain. �e level of educa-
tion I received at WCS is something I will always be grateful for 
and I hope to some day send my kids there. From learning how to 
write college-level papers, to the teachers who truly cared about 
the success of their students, to the community I found playing 
on the volleyball team, to the Christian values that I was exposed 
to every day and shared with my classmates and teachers....I will 
be forever grateful. Attending a Christian school helped me grow 
up with certain values and in�uences that have rolled into my 
adult life.

Layne at her graduation from Worcester State with brothers, 
Garrett Harden (’08) and Tyler Harden (’02)

A Conversation with Layne

Whitinsville Christian School’s mission speaks to our goal 
that a�er students leave WCS, they continue to live a life of 
Christ-like service in God’s World. We are always blessed to 
hear the ways our alumni are living out this mission. We re-
cently caught up with Layne (Harden) Patch from the class 
of 2010 and we are thankful to her for sharing her story.
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In order to keep Christian education a�ordable for local families, Treasures Upscale 
�ri� Store operates to raise money for Whitinsville Christian School. �e thri� 
store sells high quality, donated items and is operated primarily by volunteers from 

the school’s community. Treasures sells housewares, clothing, toys, glassware, small appli-
ances, books, holiday specials, and a wide variety of other items. Since opening in 2008, 
Treasures has contributed over $1 million to WCS.

�ri�ing poses a substantial positive impact for the planet by reducing the amount of 
items contributing to land�lls. Anyone can create e�cient environmental change by part-
nering with stores such as Treasures to donate unwanted items and to shop for previously 
owned items. All items put on the shelf to be sold are in good condition and the majority 
of items are found to be good as new!

Treasures would not be possible without its generous volunteers! Every individual that 
contributes time to making Treasures successful uses their unique, God-given talents to 
serve. Treasures gives students opportunities to serve in a business setting if they are inter-
ested in retail or pursuing a career in business once graduating from WCS. Over the years, 
a strong community at Treasures has led to fruitful friendships between volunteers. How-
ever, the need for volunteers is greater than ever. We encourage anyone who is interested 
to reach out and get connected. For more information about volunteering, please contact 
Kitty Manyak at schedule@valleytreasures.org or call 774-293-1564. �e team is looking 
forward to growing and welcoming other volunteers.

Treasures encourages people to connect with them on social media to keep up with the 
latest sales, news, store hours, specialties, giveaways, and items being sold! Follow Trea-
sures on Instagram @treasuresupscalethri�shop and Facebook at facebook.com/valley-
treasures/. Share any of your favorite items on your own Instagram account by tagging 
them on posts or stories and putting Treasures Upscale �ri� Store as the location.

Together, the Whitinsville Christian School community can make an impact on WCS 
families �nancially and environmentally by donating their items to Treasures, volunteer-
ing with Treasures, and shopping with Treasures!

Treasuring Our Gifts
By Katie Sprunger, Class of 2020

Treasures is typically open 
Mondays through Saturdays 

from 10am to 5pm.

Katie Sprunger is raising 
awareness of reducing 
and reusing waste as her 
Senior Capstone Project. 
Among other activities, 
she has teamed with 
Treasures to promote the 
idea of donating to and 
shopping with thrift stores 
in order to keep unwanted 
items out of our landfills. 
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WCS Homecoming is always a great time to celebrate 
with current families and students, as well as a time to 
welcome back our alumni!

�is year’s events kicked o� with an all-school pep rally on Friday 
to get our fans ready for the athletic events on Friday and Satur-
day. �e annual 5K was run on Saturday morning, then families 
gathered for carnival games, lunch from Chick-Fil-A, treats from 
Sweet Wise Ice Cream, a vendor fair, oliebollen, a concert, and a 
special reception for the Willow Street alumni. �ank you to all 
who joined us and to all of the volunteers who made the day so 
much fun!

HOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMING

Our second annual Giving Day was successful in raising almost $77,000 for 
the WCS Fund, our annual fund that supports tuition assistance, student 
expression, academic excellence, and spiritual formation. 

201920192019201920192019HOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMING2019HOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMING2019HOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMING2019HOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMING
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Advancing 

As we begin a new year, I have had an opportunity to look back on the many ways that the concept 
of “All In” has manifested itself throughout our Advancement Team. I am blessed to be able to 
work with such an outstanding group of people, people who are dedicated to the mission of 

WCS, and provide a highly professional approach to their work. �ough the year passed quickly, much 
was accomplished and we look forward to taking on the challenges of the year ahead.  

DEVELOPMENT – �e WCS community has once again demonstrated they are “All In” when it comes 
to the �nancial support of the school. �e WCS Fund Annual Drive raised 41% more than last year and 
more importantly, the number of donors increased by 20%. �e generosity of our donors has provided 
an increase of 19% in available tuition assistance while the amount of individual awards increased by 
27%. In addition, contributions to the Endowment more than doubled from the previous year and we 
have increased our pledges for both the WCS Fund and Endowment for years to come. �e success of 
these e�orts go directly toward our primary objective of Inspiring Minds and Igniting Hearts, and while 
numbers are important, the impact on our students and families is what really matters.

�e generous support of our donors plays out in many ways including more families being able to a�ord 
tuition, a signi�cant growth in the robotics team, �ve students qualifying for the Central District Con-
cert Festival, the purchase of musical instruments, students at all grade levels having access to STEM-re-
lated programs, and 14 athletic teams qualifying for playo� action. In short, we are able to build on the 
outstanding academic and Christian experience that WCS is uniquely able to o�er.

ENROLLMENT – In September, we were blessed with the hiring of Melissa Hadley as the Director of 
Enrollment. Working alongside Dawn Lefrancois and Pam Bajema, there has been an immediate impact 
on the admissions process through successful open houses, increased community activity, impactful 
shadow days and tours, and e�ective relationship development. �e results of their e�orts have provided 
a dramatic increase in inquiries and applications started to date over last year, as well as a waiting list for 
kindergarten in the upcoming school year.

MARKETING – �rough the e�orts of Laural Plourde, Marketing and Communications Manager, we 
have established our brand essence of Inspiring Minds and Igniting Hearts. As a community, the sta�, 
faculty, and administration are all in when it comes to living the brand. In addition, Laural has developed 
and implemented an e�ective strategic marketing plan that has included the rework of our website, a 
comprehensive social media plan, a new admissions brochure, and the WCS Strategic Plan brochure, as 
well as many other ongoing marketing projects that have helped to bolster both the admissions and the 
advancement e�orts.

I am con�dent that this team will successfully guide our marketing and recruiting messaging and e�orts 
in the year ahead. In addition, we are blessed with a faculty and sta� that is all in, living the brand of 
Inspiring Minds and Igniting Hearts each and every day!

Scott Anderson, Director of Advancement

INSPIRING MINDS | IGNITING HEARTS

the Mission  
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to the

Every other week, the TRIP team gathers on Tuesdays and 
Fridays to give WCS families some credit. Tuition credit 
that is. TRIP stands for Tuition Reduction Incentive Pro-

gram and a team of volunteers has been working for more than 20 
years (since May of 1999) to bring this program to our families. 
As with many of our volunteer groups, the TRIP team has consist-
ed of alumni and parents of alumni, as well as grandparents and 
great-grandparents of students and alumni.

Tuition credits are posted to accounts in May and December each 
year. From the period of mid-May through December 11, 2019, 
families earned more than $45,000 in tuition savings. �e total 
tuition savings in 2019 was more than $70,000! TRIP credits are 
earned by purchasing gi� cards and through credits from many 
local businesses. 

Lois Guis (’48), Harold (’53) and Barbara Plantinga, Gladys (’49) and Henry Ebbeling (’43) Front L to R: Helen Banning (’48) and Eleanor Baker (’48)
Back L to R: Willard Banning (’47) and Harold Plantinga 
(’53)

�ank You
Alison Bell, mother of one graduate and two current students, is 
a huge fan. “Why do I use TRIP? Because it is an easy and ef-
fective way to save on tuition! Our family started participating in 
the TRIP program before my children were students at WCS. We 
moved here when our oldest son was going into second grade so 
we started ordering TRIP while we were still living in New Jersey. 
We would put our order in the mail and Dawn Lefrancois would 
send us our TRIP cards when they were ready. �e �rst time our 
TRIP rebate appeared on our tuition statement, we had saved al-
most half of that month’s tuition!”

So thank you to the TRIP team! Because of your work over the last 
20+ years, WCS families have earned more than $1.3 million in tu-
ition credits! �is program allows us to reach many more families 
who value the WCS mission.

TRIP Team!

$1.3 million 
TUITION CREDITS20

+ 
YE

AR
S

WCS Families Earned Over
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ALUMNI NEWS

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Kathryn Haddad (’06) 
was a special guest at the 
WCS fall concert. 

Jake Van Dyke (’15) 
spoke with WCS students 
about Army ROTC. He 
is a graduate of Virginia 
Military Institute and 
was recently deployed to 
Korea.

Jamison Koeman (’15) 
won the Detroit half 
marathon on October 20, 
with a time of 1:11.51.

Congratulations to Sam 
Barker (’19) who graduated 
from Air Force basic 
training in October. 

C
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Le� to right: Rob Gould, Steve Macindoe, Brian Graves, Erin Meagher, Emily Masnoon, Betsy (Vis) Hughes, 
Marc Pitts, Gennie (Wick) Baldwin, Jessie Henderson 

Members of the class of 1999 met at UxLocale, a local restaurant, over homecoming weekend for 
their 20-year class reunion. �ey highly recommend bringing a yearbook for some reminiscing and 
laughs and they enjoyed reading their 10-year predictions.

Class of 2009 Reunion
“�e class of 2009 met up at a local brewery in Worcester over the 2019 holiday season. We shared 
some great memories, caught up on lost time, and reminisced about our high school years. �e 
night was full of hugs and laughter.  We are so grateful for those who were able to make it out! We 
were so busy having a great time, we forgot to snag a picture!”  
-Katherine Anderson, reunion organizer

Hilary (Banning) 
Cooper (‘10) and her 
husband, Drew, welcomed 
William Andrew in 
September.

Owen Cooper (’08) and 
his wife, Toni, celebrated 
the arrival of Eliza Jane in 
September.

Bonnie (Cooper) Shearer 
(’05) and her husband, 
David, welcomed daughter 
number three, Judith 
Grace, in December.

Leah Masselink Kyanya 
(’98) and her husband, 
Eppy, welcomed their 
second son, Josiah Etienne, 
in August.

BABIES

Stay connected 
with us on 

Facebook. Search:
Whitinsville 

Christian School 
Alumni Network

CONNECT

Harry Wiersma 
(’41) passed away 
in November at St. 
Camillus Health Center 
in Whitinsville. He 
had most recently been 
living in Naples, Fl.

Jean (Feddema) Nydam 
(’42) passed away in 
September. Jean has le� 
behind an incredible 
legacy of faithfulness, 
kindness, and a love for 
Whitinsville Christian 
School. 

CONDOLENCES

WEDDING
David Jellesma (’03) 
and Samara Yohai were 
married in Mexico on 
November 2. �ey are 
currently are living in 
Watertown, MA.
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At the beginning of each school year, all WCS faculty and 
sta� members gather for two days of orientation. Mike 
Sullivan, guest speaker, referred to the book, Confronting 

Christianity—12 Hard Questions for the World’s Largest Religion 
by Rebecca McLaughlin. A�er a few faculty members read the 
book, they invited others to join a book study, recognizing that 
too o�en in today’s culture, we avoid talking about hard issues be-
cause the conversation quickly becomes polarized. Our faculty is 
practicing civil conversation and listening to understand diverse 
points of view.

Exploring the Challenging Questions
– A Faculty Book Study

Two sessions have formed and meet every other Tuesday and 
Wednesday a�er school. �e groups consist of teachers, parapro-
fessionals, and administrators discussing some tough questions 
posed by the book such as: Hasn’t science disproved Christiani-
ty? Isn’t Christianity homophobic? How could a loving God send 
people to hell? �e discussions have been lively with Sue Coo-
per moderating on Tuesdays, and Jodi Koeman moderating on 
Wednesdays. �e study will continue through the year as we cover 
all twelve of the questions. �e faculty highly recommends the 
book, Confronting Christianity.

Sheryl Casey, Emily Paharik, AnnaMarie March, Kerrie Harper, Sue Cooper, 
Karen Exoo, and Lance Engbers

John Vriesema, Tammi Gorman, Jodi Koeman, and Steve Fortna

While the overall admissions numbers for Whitinsville 
Christian are trending up this year, we have been par-
ticularly blessed with an exceptional level of interest in 

our kindergarten program. �is certainly bodes well for the future 
of our school. Many of these prospective families are not new to 
WCS. �ey are our Stepping Stone Preschool families who have 
seen the impact of the WCS experience, and want to continue that 
for their child. Laurie Baker is someone who can speak �rst-hand 
of some of the challenges these families face.

As a preschool teacher, Laurie has personally seen the heartbreak 
of parents who wish to have their children continue beyond pre-
school to the elementary school, but cannot due to �nances. �ese 
are families who are committed to a Christ-centered education, 
are prepared to sacri�ce for it, and still can’t make it work. �is is 
where the Kay Fund plays such a critical role.

The Kay Fund
�e Kay Fund is named for Laurie’s 
paternal grandmother, Kay Veens-
tra. Kay was a life-long supporter of 
Christian education in New Jersey, 
and inspired Laurie and her hus-
band, Darrell. �e Kay Fund was established to assist preschool 
parents with making the transition to WCS kindergarten and �rst 
grade. As a parent goes from paying for preschool, as they would 
with any preschool, to deciding to pay for kindergarten, a very 
tough decision has to be made.

Your generosity can help unlock the door of opportunity for these 
young, Christian families. Please note the giving option for the 
Kay Fund on this year’s donor envelope, and thank you for your 
consideration.
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DONORS
We are grateful for our 
generous donors. This 
donor list reflects gifts 
given in the calendar 
year 2019.

Eric J Cook Memorial 
Scholarship

Alice Cook
Harriet VanDyke

Building and Grounds
Matthew and Julie Davison

Thelma De Young 
Memorial Scholarship

Estate of Gladys Bangma

Endowment
Rhonda S Adams
Cynthia Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Timothy J and Skyler Bangma
Leonard W Bangma
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Barnabas Foundation
Bethel Christian Reformed 

Church
Harold and Judith Blaue
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Richard and Claudette Brazeau
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
Madeline L Buma
Paul and Boots Buma
Shelley J Buma
Kathy A Buurma
Lois A Casey
John D and Sheryl L Casey
Anthony E and Jen A Cinelli
Maggie Creaser
Gordon and Lois De Young
Gordon and Barbara DeJong
Marc G and Deena L Driscoll
Greg and Terry Ebbeling
Ellen J Fowler
Nathan Gjeltema
Roland and Susan Gjeltema
Don and Judy Godeke
Stephen and Tammi Gorman
Nicholas R and Andrea B Jane
Stephen P and Jennifer P 

Johnson
Allan and Joyce Jongsma
Florence Kastein
Timothy and Kimberly Kats
JoAnn Kilroy
Brian and Elaine Klatt
�omas P and Joan E Koopman
�e Korber Family
Betty L Kuipers

Marvin and Betty L Kuipers
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Peggy Kuipers-Sawyer
Henry J and Faith M Lane
Carolyn R Lavallee
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Grace G Nyenhuis
Osterman Management LLC
Harold O and Barbara L 

Plantinga
Ronald and Ramah Randall
Ralph L and Kristen M Rathjen
Gordon Larrivee and Elaine 

Spaak
Jonathan D Steele
Steven and Karen Stinson
Roy H and Heather I Sullivan
�e Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Brian and �alia S Towle
United Way of RI
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Russ and Gerry VanderBaan
Robert L and Kathryn G 

VanderBaan
Wanda VanderZee
Michael Lane
Cli�ord and Barbara VanReed
Tillie Visbeek
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma
John B and Jean G Wood
Milton and Joan E Wynja
Richard and Mary Lou Wynja
Kenneth W and Sandra L Young
YourCause, LLC

General
�eodore E and Marie A 

Haringa
Pleasant Street Christian 

Reformed Church
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
Shirley Youngsma

Kimberly Hannon 
Memorial Music 
Scholarship

Carey and Marilyn Adamson
Walt and Annette Ainsworth
Annemarie Amancio
Victoria Anderson
Mr and Mrs Roy Arelo
Je�rey and Pamela J Bajema
Darrell J and Laurie K Baker
Erica Bedard
Emilie Bent
Berean Baptist Church
Dean Bernat
Diane Birstein
Samara Bloom�eld

Anthony J and Denise H 
Brookhouse

Neal Cao
Carillon Womens Chorus
Niko and Chris Chalkiadakis
CMSC Auto School, Inc
Mike Coakley
Teresa Co�man
David, Marjorie & Caroline 

Cohen
Ross and Marty Coleman
Construction Management & 

Builders, Inc
Anthony F and Debra R Conti
Linda Conti
Jessica Cutone
Pat DaSilva
Stephanie DeChristofaro
Cathleen Desrosiers
George DiBonaventura
Douglas S and Sheila K Dresser
Bill Duncan
Meredith H Dunn
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Lance B and RoseAnn Engbers
Bradley and Karen Exoo
Christie Fitzgerald and Moira 

Donohue
Gurine M Fogg
Cynthia Fortier
Joseph J and Leslie S Frank
Wesley Franklin
Michael Garrity
Sara Garrity-Gentile
Scott Glynn
Antonia Goddard
Don and Judy Godeke
John Gonzalez
Ben Graves
Brian E and Michelle A Graves
Kyle and Christina D Green
Jocelyn Gregory
Matthew Groom
Marc and Jennifer Grove
Robert Hannon
Shawn A and Ann E Harwood
Patricia A Henry
Gregory P and Martha H 

Holmes
Steve and Danielle Hutchinson
Dave Jacobson
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Kevin V and Marisa Jones
Donna Jordan
Courtney Kerce
Raymond King
Zach Kittleman
Leonard P and Pamela 

Krygsman
Peggy Kuipers-Sawyer
Ray and Deanna Larson
Carl Larson
Larson Agency LLC
William A and Emma S 

Latendresse
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Sarah Leviton

Paul Licata
Leeann Logue
Wallace I and Patricia M Lohr
Johnna Macaruso
Le Mai
Larry A and Mary J Masselink
Ryan and Christine McCabe
Michael McCarey
Kevin McCrarey
David McQuade
Victoria Mirageas
Wayne and Cheryl Montanari
Mary Mooradian
Mark S and Linda A 

Morgenstern
Monica Moulton
Music Worcester Inc
Daniel H Ostreicher
Beverly A Pieper
Christopher J and Susan A 

Pierce
Donald G and Kathy A Pierce
Douglas and Kimberly Piquard
Russ Plyler
Robert and Suzanne Poulin
Kathy Pratt
Pyne Sand & Stone Co, Inc.
RI Children’s Chorus, Inc
Lawrence R and Donna M Rice
David Robinson
Emily Robinson
David Roth
Karl W Schlemmer
Dwight Schwader
Jason Shapiro
Matthew Sluter
Rayne Smyth
Brian Stebbins
Robert Stebbins
Benoit �iell
Paul and Bonnie �iesing
Jamie E �iesing
Deborah K Tillinghast
Brian and �alia S Towle
Sofocles Tsimogianis and Evropi 

Chatzi
Libby Tucker
United Home Experts
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Je�rey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Khason Vuong
Jasmine Vuong
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Rich Williams
Courtney Williams
Terrence B and Cynthia C 

Windle

Kay Fund
Allcare Medical Supply Corp.
Darrell J and Laurie K Baker
John and Sheryl Casey
Je�rey P and Pamela J Du�cy
Kenneth and Lisa Foppema
Don and Judy Godeke



20   |   The Crusader Chronicle

Dirk and Susan Koopman
Koopman Lumber Co, Inc
Henry J and Faith M Lane
Osterman Management LLC
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation
Christopher and Jessica Vogel

Library Media Center
Philip L and Kerrie A Harper
Ed Lee

Miscellaneous
Louis and Grace Aloise
Brent and Vanessa C Barker
Lois A Casey
Fidelity Charitable Gi� Fund
Gerald L and Dina R Gaudette
Gaudette Insurance Agency
Peggy Kuipers-Sawyer
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Larry A and Mary J Masselink
Ryan and Christine McCabe
Milford Federal Savings & Loan 

Assn
Anna Stiers
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Carla A VanderBaan
Melissa L VanderBaan

Jim and Jean Nydam 
Scholarship

Rhonda S Adams
Je�rey and Pamela J Bajema
William H and Marjorie A 

Bandstra
James W and Jennifer Bandstra
Nathan D and Kara Bandstra
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Blackstone Valley Hearing 

Center
Harold and Judith Blaue
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Alan and Elizabeth Bol
Nicholas and Kelly Bol
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Michael and Katherine Boyer
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
John N and Marianna Buteyn
Kathy A Buurma
Kevin and Karen Conway
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Maggie Creaser
Ronald J and Marilyn De Vries
Joseph P and Donna C Dean
David and Elizabeth Deters
Dean and Cynthia DeVries
Henry E and Beverly A Ebbeling
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Lance B and RoseAnn Engbers
Lori-Jean Fafard
Cynthia Frieswyk

William and Patricia 
Giannopoulos

Don and Judy Godeke
Grandview Partners
Harbro Sales & Service Inc
Robert A and Eileen A Hays
William and Jeanine Holman
Ben Johnson
Peter and Audrey Johnson
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Kevin V and Marisa Jones
Lawrence J and Joan M Kelliher
Douglas and Maribeth Kenbeek
�omas P and Joan E Koopman
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Leonard P and Pamela 

Krygsman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Shirley A LaFleur
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Michael P Mahoney
Sean and Holly Mawn
Alecia Molano
Paul and Mary C Mulrenin
Paul H and Joan M Newhall
Winifred F Nydam
Marilyn J Nydam
Grace G Nyenhuis
Herman Oosterman
David Peck
Harold O and Barbara L 

Plantinga
David O and Sarah Plantinga
Robert E and Susan E Priore
Je� A and Elizabeth Smith
William B Smith
Gordon Larrivee and Elaine 

Spaak
Steven and Karen Stinson
John J and Joan E Tomasiello
Brian and �alia S Towle
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker
Cary G and Kristine 

VandenAkker
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
Annaliese L Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Je�rey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Russ and Gerry VanderBaan
Barbara VanderKlay
Wanda VanderZee
Cli�ord and Barbara VanReed
Paul and Patricia Verderese
Michael and Dawn M Verkaik
Harry Wang
Frances J Wassenar
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Kenneth W and Sandra L Young

Outstanding Senior 
Award

Andrew Baker
William J Fredericks, IV
Peter H and Kristen J Osswald
Abby J VandenAkker

Reach More Teach 
More/Inclusion

Cynthia Baker
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Robert Burrage
Michael and Kathleen Craig
Scott M and Shelly A Cullen
Allen W and Donna R DeWeerd
Mark DeWeerd and Sara 

Korber-DeWeerd
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Eversource Energy Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gi� Fund
Kenneth and Lisa Foppema
William J and Ann Fredericks
Philip L and Kerrie Harper
Ross and Amanda Irwin
Kaitlyn Korber
Lumber Street Auto Repair, Inc
Claire M Kuik
Spencer and Claire M 

Macomber
Larry A and Mary J Masselink
�omas and Carol Swaim
Joanne E VandenAkker
Robert L and Kathryn G 

VanderBaan
Daniel J and Lisa B Vos
Bryan and Sue A Wiegers

Rise Up & Build
Brett and Beth Allen
Je�rey and Pamela J Bajema
Herman S and Eva J Baker
Edward and Sharon L Bakker
Timothy J and Skyler Bangma
Robert and Elizabeth Banning
Robert A and Elizabeth A 

Banning
Brent and Vanessa C Barker 
Scott A and Linda A Barnes
Stephen and Mary A Bek
Harold and Judith Blaue
Paul and Boots Buma
Phillip H and Kristin Buurma
Anthony E and Jen A Cinelli
Kenneth Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Michael and Kathleen Craig
Michael and Kathy Craig
Scott and Shelly Cullen
Scott M and Shelly A Cullen
Matthew D and Julie A Davison
David and Elizabeth Deters
Randy and Shirley DeVries
Bruce and Mary S Dykstra
Andrew and Kathleen Ells

Fidelity Charitable Gi� Fund
Kenneth C and Lisa R Foppema
Ellen J Fowler
William J and Ann Fredericks
Steven P and Rosalia French
Don and Judy Godeke
Khane and Elisabeth Goodson
Stephen and Tammi Gorman
Brian and Michelle Graves
Brian E and Michelle A Graves
James and Lori Gulinello
Mark and Lillian Hackathorn
Matthew J and Melissa A Hadley
�omas J and Joy E Hannon
Edward G and Dorothy G 

Jaasma
Lynn Jarosz
Ruth S Jolly
Peter and Roann Karns
Edward Kennedy
Dirk and Susan Koopman
Dean H and Janice Koopman
Donald H and Donald H 

Koopman
Koopman Lumber Co, Inc
Je�rey and Jennifer LaBonte
Patsy Lawton
William and Patsy Lawton
Ed Lee
David and Dawn Lefrancois
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Gordon C Lockbaum
Darrin and Kimberly 

MacGillivray
Larry A and Mary J Masselink
Gregory D and Kimbly Massotti
John P and Kirstie R Miersma
Timothy and Kristine K Moran
Douglas J and Linda J Nydam
Marilyn J Nydam
Fran and Janine Panechelli
Je�rey C and Julie A Penterson
Evan and Carole Plante
Mark and Lisa Quercio
Vincent and Donna Rodger
Ann E Roon
Rockland VanTol and Jennifer 

Ryder
Matthew W and Laura Skudera
Wayne and Debra A Smith
Michael C and Claudia P Spiller
Brian Stanick
Herb W and Kathleen W 

Staniszewski
�e Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Jamie E �iesing
Brian and �alia S Towle
Treasures
William Van Dyke, Sr.
Jerry L Van Tol and Anne 

Banning
Cary G and Kristine 

VandenAkker
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
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Wanda VanderZee
John K and Sandra J Vriesema
Roberta Walker
Anonymous
Robert F and Denise Whiton
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
Robert and Lysle Wiley
Steve and Martha Winchell
YourCause, LLC

Robotics
BachKnives
Brent and Vanessa C Barker
Brian and Elaine Klatt
�e Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Waters Corporation
Robert F and Denise Whiton
YourCause, LLC

Arthur J Wiersma 
Memorial Scholarship

Brian and Carolyn Lemoine
MaryAnn Wiersma

Matching Gift Donors
Abbvie Employee Engagement 

Fund
Dell Giving
Eversource Energy Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gi� Fund
FM Global Foundation
�e Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
United Way of RI
Verizon Foundation
Waters Corporation
YourCause, LLC

WCS Fund/Loyalty 
Fund 

Unrestricted
Dennis J and Lindsay M Aloise 

Graf
Michael and Devon M Alvaro
Scott Anderson
Michael J and Tanya L Anema
Je�rey and Pamela J Bajema
Darrell J and Laurie K Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Timothy J and Skyler Bangma
Robert and Elizabeth Banning
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Barnabas Foundation
Lenny and Sharon Beatty
Marcella J Beerends
Stephen and Mary A Bek
Michael and Alison Bell
John E Berkowitz
�omas and Jeanne E Berkowitz
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Billy and Danielle Brochu
Brett M and Iona J Buma

Paul and Boots Buma
Shelley J Buma
David and Jane Buteyn
Phillip H and Kristin Buurma
Nathaniel and Jennifer J 

Campbell
John D and Sheryl L Casey
James and Lilly Christy
Anthony E and Jen A Cinelli
�omas B and Amy Cook
�omas and Susan Cooper
Allene Corcoran
Michael and Kathy Craig
Scott and Shelly Cullen
D Blake and Jenny Cunningham
Matthew D and Julie A Davison
Gordon and Lois De Young
Myra L DeLoof
Scott Desmarais
Destination You Fitness
Nicole DeVries
Connor J and Alison Dolan
Brian J and Margot M Donnelly
Christian and Shari Dunlap
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Lance B and RoseAnn Engbers
Jonathan and Phyllis Enoch
Eversource Energy Foundation
Bradley and Karen Exoo
Fidelity Charitable Gi� Fund
Eric W and Karen T Foellmer
Christopher D and Jennifer E 

Foley
Joseph Forgione
Mark and Stacy Foster
Timothy G and Jennifer Freitas
Amy Frieson
Kristen E Garlett
Gerald L and Dina R Gaudette
Nathan Gjeltema
Sandra A Glover
Stephen and Tammi Gorman
Brian E and Michelle A Graves
William and Wendy Groot
Ruth S Gross
James and Lori Gulinello
Gary R and Judith A Guy
Matthew J and Melissa A Hadley
Philip L and Kerrie A Harper
James and Lois Hassey
HD3 Consultants LLC
Brandon and Ginette Hehn
Michael and Linda Hendrikse
Bill and Linda Herrmann
Shannon P and Heather A 

Holgate
Patrick and Mary Holland
Ted and Kathleen L Hudson
Earl and Cornelia Hutt
Phillip R and Deborah A 

Ibrahim
Herbert and Judith Ingram
International Program Parents
Ross J and Amanda D Irwin
Lynn Jarosz
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Stephen P and Jennifer P 

Johnson

Tim S and Kelly J Johnson
Timothy and Kimberly Kats
Luke E and Katie Kenbeek
Edward Kennedy
Kent and Jodi Koeman
�eodore and Earlene Koopman
Je�rey and Michelle Koren
Leonard P and Pamela 

Krygsman
Nathan and Tahnee Kuder
George B and Sandra R Kuipers
Marvin and Betty L Kuipers
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Richard and Diane LaBonte
Edward LaFleur
Je�rey and Janice LaFleur
Ed Lee
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and Carolyn Lemoine
Timothy and Susan Linton
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Paul and Diane Lucier
Charles J and Shirley G 

Mannheim
Bette A Marseglia
Larry A and Mary J Masselink
Phyllis Masso
Gregory D and Kimbly Massotti
Philip Varghese and Nisha 

Mathew
Walter and Donna McGrath
Michael and Tomma Sue 

McManus
Daniel and Julie Meininger
David O and Joanne M 

Miedema
John P and Kirstie R Miersma
Je�rey P and Kathryn R Mogan
Ramon and Keisha Monast
Timothy and Kristine K Moran
Peter J and Nancy L Moschini
National Christian Foundation 

- Georgia
National Christian Foundation 

- Indiana
Mark and Alison Nelson
Paul H and Joan M Newhall
Douglas J and Linda J Nydam
George E and Deborah J Nydam
Grace G Nyenhuis
Larry and Amanda Oberlies
David Peck
Kelly Penning
Wayne and Michelle Pitts
Evan and Carole Plante
David O and Sarah Plantinga
Derek and Laural Plourde
Mark and Lisa Quercio
Allen and Lynne Randolph
Daina Harvey and Lesley Ray-

Harvey
Dennis and Kelly Rice
Jose and Kathleen Rios
Vincent and Donna Rodger
Glenn L and Maura Rouleau
Nicholas Rudolph

Je�ery B and Jessica Ryan
�omas and Patricia Ryan
Nicholas G and Carolyn K Salvi
Brian L and Kristine R Scho�eld
Peter R and Charlotte Schotanus
Jeremy and Jody Shaw
Timothy Shimko and Brittany 

Halstead
Welington and Polliane Siqueira
Roland R and Barbara Solorzano
Allan C and Eileen Stam
Brian Stanick
Vamshidhar and Erin 

�akkallapalli
�e Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Brian and �alia S Towle
Sofocles Tsimogianis and Evropi 

Chatzi
UniBank for Savings
Jerry L Van Tol and Anne 

Banning
Cary G and Kristine 

VandenAkker
Duane J and Paula L 

VandenAkker
Joanne E VandenAkker
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Je�rey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Harry and Shirley J VanderBrug
Douglas and Bernita 

VanderSchaaf
Keith and Lori J VanderWeele
Wanda VanderZee
Joel D and Brandie L 

VandeWerken
Verizon Foundation
Tillie Visbeek
James J and Joyce Vitello
John K and Sandra J Vriesema
Wendy Wasko
James R Wassenaar
Roy W and Shelly L Weedon
�omas J and Tracey A 

Wickstrom
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Nicole J Wiegers
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Harold and Madelyn Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma
John and Heidi Williams
Hendalee Wilson and Marlina 

Duncan
Steve and Martha Winchell
Christopher W Wynja
Kenneth W and Sandra L Young
Alvin H and Mary Youngsma
YourCause, LLC
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Academic Excellence
Greg and Terry Ebbeling
Linda J LeBallister
Steven and Jeanne Praetsch

Spiritual Life
Sean and Suzanne L Abbott
Gordon and Lois De Young
Robert and Courtney C Frazier
�eodore E and Marie A 

Haringa
Robert A and Eileen A Hays
Linda J LeBallister
Ryan and Christine McCabe

Student Expression
Anita Banning
David and Tricia Bolduc
Ray Cinelli
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Susan B Du�y
Andrew L and Kathleen M Ells
Tim S and Kelly J Johnson
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Kevin Kuphal and Charlene 

Martin-Kuphal
Cheryl A Lowery
David G and Bernice Malcolm
Patricia Maloney
Keith M and Christina M 

Menard
Edward J Nyenhuis
Robert and Judith Smith
Henning J and Amanda M 

Smith
�eona J Taylor

Tuition Assistance
Joanna M Adams
Rhonda S Adams
�elma S Agerholm
Eleanor J Baker
Cynthia Baker
Bek’s Welding & Fuels, Inc
Je�rey and Beverly Benton
Randall H and Mary Ann Bloem
Diana G Brown
Lance and Sue Claggett
Gary, Andrea, Mitchell, 

Patriciana, Renee & Joe 
Conwell

Douglas C Curving
Mark A and Elizabeth J Cutler
Gordon and Lois De Young
Susan B Du�y
Fidelity Charitable Gi� Fund
Gurine M Fogg
Barbara Gaudette
Don and Judy Godeke
Stephen and Tammi Gorman
Brian and Michelle Graves
William and Wendy Groot
Matthew J and Melissa A Hadley
Rian and Debra Harpie
Edward and Joyce Harris

Derek and Cynthia L Hart
Michael and Patricia Hill
Robert and Rachael Johnston
Glenn E and Deborah N King
David and Joy Koning
�omas P and Joan E Koopman
Leonard P and Pamela 

Krygsman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
John C and Cheryl Lemon
Jada M Leung
Ronald and Katherine Manyak
Charles E and Lauren B 

McGrath
Rich and Sandy Modderman
James G and Jean S Nydam
Edward J Nyenhuis
Grace G Nyenhuis
Myron Oosterman
Osterman Management LLC
John and Bonnie Parker
Je�rey C and Julie A Penterson
Mark J Plantinga
Joan Plumb
Raymond W and Faye Postma
P H and Joan Pretorius
Ronald and Ramah Randall
Carl W and Brenda L Rubin
David and Mary-Elizabeth 

Ryder
Herb W and Kathleen W 

Staniszewski
David and Carla Sullivan
John and Liane Sullivan
�omas and Carol Swaim
�eona J Taylor
�e 1996 Declaration of Trust
�e Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Russ and Gerry VanderBaan
Barbara VanderKlay
Philip and Sandra H VanderSea
Paul and Carolyn Welsh
MaryAnn Wiersma
Lorraine Wiersma
Daniel and Lisa E Wisneski
David A and Kimberly B Wynja
YourCause, LLC

Honorariam Gifts Were 
Given On Behalf Of:

Outstanding Senior Award – 
Andrew Baker

Darrell and Laurie Baker

Wedding of Ian and Meghan 
Cooper

�omas and Susan Cooper
Amy Frieson
Oscar and Henny Kuipers

Henry J and Faith M Lane
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Joel D and Brandie L 

VandeWerken
Wendy Wasko
Earl and Karen J Wielsma

Colin Deres
Patricia Maloney

Mary Dykstra
Doug and Linda Nydam

Lance Engbers
Glenn E and Deborah N King

Ted & Marie Haringa’s 65th 
Wedding Anniversary

Glen and Helena Bloem

Elaine Korber
�e Korber Family

Nancy Moschini
Doug and Linda Nydam

Harold Plantinga’s 80th 
Birthday

Derek and Cynthia L Hart
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Charles E and Lauren B 

McGrath
Mark J Plantinga
Daniel and Lisa E Wisneski

�alia Towle
Glenn E and Deborah N King

Chris Vander Baan
Doug and Linda Nydam

Memorial Gifts Were 
Given On Behalf Of:

Neal Adams
Rhonda S Adams
Edward J Nyenhuis

Carol Bajema
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Lynn Bajema
Rian and Debra Harpie

Gladys Bangma
Cynthia Baker
Estate of Gladys Bangma
Leonard W Bangma
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Timothy J and Skyler Bangma
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Gordon and Lois De Young
Don and Judy Godeke
JoAnn Kilroy

�omas P and Joan E Koopman
Betty L Kuipers
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Peggy Kuipers-Sawyer
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle
Wanda VanderZee
Tillie Visbeek
MaryAnn Wiersma

Kathy Bangma
Betty L Kuipers

Patricia Benedetto
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Brian Blaue
Harold and Judith Blaue

Peter and Ann Buma
Shelley Buma

Adrian Buteyn
David and Jane Buteyn
Gordon and Barbara DeJong

Joyce Buteyn
Cynthia Baker
Estate of Joyce Buteyn
Gordon and Lois De Young
Gordon and Barbara DeJong
Florence Kastein
�omas P and Joan E Koopman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
MaryAnn Wiersma

Eric Cook
Alice Cook
Harriet VanDyke

Marion Corkran
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Cheryl A Lowery
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Helen DeVries
�alia S Towle
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg

Beverly De Young
Gordon and Lois De Young

Martin and Elinor DeYoung
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
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Sidney and �elma DeYoung
Peter and Charlotte Schotanus
Wayne and Debra A Smith

Helen Dykstra
Glen and Helena W Bloem
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Jane Ebbeling
Stephen P and Jennifer P 

Johnson
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle
MaryAnn Wiersma

Peter and Ruth Feddema
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Jack Fogg
Gerri Fogg

Steve Fortna, Sr
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle

William Gjeltema
Bette A Marseglia

Harriet Graves
Alice Cook

James Haagsma
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle

Kimberly Hannon
(See Kimberly Hannon 

Memorial Music Scholarship)

David Holt
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Arthur Jackson
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Gordon and Lois De Young
Lance B and RoseAnn Engbers
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Harold O and Barbara L 

Plantinga
Brian and �alia S Towle

Peter and Elsie Jongsma
Allan and Joyce Jongsma

Ken Koeman
Bethel Christian Reformed 

Church

Kaitlin Koopman
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse

Peter and Henderika Koopman
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
Edward G and Dorothy G 

Jaasma
Edward J Nyenhuis
Keith and Lori J VanderWeele

Aletta Kuipers
Peggy Kuipers-Sawyer

Gordon Kuipers
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle

Bill LaFleur
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Kathy A Buurma
Maggie Creaser
Je�rey and Janice LaFleur
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Harold and Madelyn Wiersma

Christine Lane
Richard and Claudette Brazeau
Timothy and Kimberly Kats
Glenn E and Deborah N King
Henry J and Faith M Lane
Michael Lane
�alia S Towle
Cli�ord and Barbara VanReed
MaryAnn Wiersma
John B and Jean G Wood

William Lawton
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Marilyn Lovell
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Brian and �alia S Towle

Robert MacIndoe
Joanna M Adams
Bill and Linda Herrmann
Ryan and Christine McCabe

Jon Masso
Phyllis Masso

George and Marjorie Nydam
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Gladys Nydam
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Stephen P and Jennifer P 

Johnson
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Gordon Larrivee and Elaine 

Spaak

Jonathan D Steele
Brian and �alia S Towle
United Way of RI

Jean Nydam
(See Jim and Jean Nydam 

Scholarship)

John Nyenhuis
Rhonda S Adams
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
Allan and Joyce Jongsma
Grace G Nyenhuis

Emilie Philip
Philip Varghese and Nisha 

Mathew

Marie Siepert
Cynthia Baker
Harold and Judith Blaue
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Greg and Terry Ebbeling
Lance B and RoseAnn Engbers
Don and Judy Godeke
Timothy and Kimberly Kats
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and �alia S Towle
Richard and Dorothy 

VandenBerg
Wanda VanderZee
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Rick Sikma
Eric Sikma

Karyn Taylor
�eona Taylor

Robert Taylor
�eona Taylor

Trina Van Dyke
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Madeline L Buma
Lois A Casey
Marc G and Deena L Driscoll
Ellen J Fowler
�omas P and Joan E Koopman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Carolyn R Lavallee
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Grace G Nyenhuis
John and Bonnie Parker
Harold O and Barbara L 

Plantinga
Ralph L and Kristen M Rathjen
Brian and �alia S Towle
MaryAnn Wiersma
John and Heidi Williams
Richard and Mary Lou Wynja
Milton and Joan E Wynja
Kenneth W and Sandra L Young

Mel VandenAkker
Shelley J Buma
Paul and Boots Buma

George VandenAkker
Joanne E VandenAkker

Roland Vander Baan
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

John and Agnes Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Job Visbeek
Tillie Visbeek

Joe and Jennie Visser
Gary R and Judith A Guy

Jacob and Elizabeth Wassenaar
James R Wassenaar

Philip Wassenar
Steven and Karen Stinson

Diane Wick
Joanna M Adams

Ethel Wiersma
Rian and Debra Harpie

Harry Wiersma
�elma S Agerholm
Cynthia Baker
Bek’s Welding & Fuels, Inc
Je�rey and Beverly Benton
Gary, Andrea, Mitchell, 

Patriciana, Renee & Joe 
Conwell

Rian and Debra Harpie
Nicholas R and Andrew B Jane
�omas P and Joan E Koopman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Joan Plumb
Brian and �alia S Towle
Lorraine Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Jean Wynja
David A and Kimberly B Wynja

Gladys Youngsma
Stephen P and Jennifer P 

Johnson

Harold and Jeanette Youngsma
James and Gertrude DeGroot
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Please visit whitinsvillechristian.org for more information and for our full schedule of events.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Aladdin Jr. presented by MS Drama Club

March 6 and 7 – Nehemiah Center for Arts and Worship

Spring Auction
April 3 – Pleasant Valley Country Club

Beauty and the Beast presented by WCS Drama Club
April 30, May 1, and May 2 – Nehemiah Center for Arts and Worship

Blackstone Valley STEM Expo
May 16 – 10:00 am to 2:00 pm – Nehemiah Center

Open House and Time of Tribute – Celebrating Lance Engbers
May 26 – 6:00 to 8:00 pm in the Nehemiah Center for Arts and Worship

Golf Outing
June 15 – Blackstone National Golf Course




