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A mission statement is defined as an outline, in clear and 
concise terms, of the purpose for which an organization 
exists. The success of any organization is invariably tied 

to the relevance and power of its mission, coupled with the level 
to which the organization adheres to that mission in all that it 
does. 

When Lee Ann and I were considering whether to come to WCS, 
we spent time reviewing the mission statement and gathering as 
much information as we could to determine if the school was 
shaped and directed by its adherence to the stated mission. Then 
we had to honestly determine if we could not only commit to the 
mission, but if I had the God-given abilities and experiences that 
would assist WCS in fulfilling its mission. When we and the WCS 
trustees independently came to the conclusion that my skillset 
and experiences fit the mission of WCS, it confirmed the sense of 
calling that Lee Ann and I were both feeling.

That was in December of 2019, before a virus began its world-
wide travels. It was before societies were locked down, personal 
contacts were drastically curtailed, and every aspect of our lives 
was confronted with change. It was before in-person schooling 
was considered a potentially dangerous activity. It was before we 
had to greet each other with waves from six feet away and try to 
recognize one another with just our eyes showing. It was before 
many school traditions, family activities, and individual routines 
were dramatically altered and “Zoom” became a verb that began 
to control our daily lives.

Yet, in spite of, and perhaps because of, the many changes con-
fronting WCS, our commitment to our mission has not wavered. 
In fact, it has proven to be an anchor in a sea of change. Because 
we are committed to “nurturing the academic, spiritual, personal, 
social, creative, and physical development of students,” we have 
focused on retaining in-person instruction. It is increasingly clear 
that being present together is the most effective way to nurture 
our students in all of those areas. 

FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

New Captain, Same Mission

NURTURE

These commandments that I give you today are to be on 
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
-Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Even as health and family issues have caused some unexpected 
individual departures in our staff here at WCS, our mission has 
provided clarity on the type of person necessary to successfully 
fill such openings, and God has provided wonderfully qualified 
and clearly called individuals to step into those roles. In my expe-
rience, when highly-qualified applicants are coming forward and 
expressing interest in our job openings, it is a strong confirmation 
from the Lord that we are moving forward within His will. It is 
always exciting to see God moving in the life of our school and 
in the lives of our faculty, staff, and students. I believe our situa-
tion has actually increased our students’ desires to dig deeper and 
search more diligently for spiritual truths and a more meaningful 
relationship with Jesus.

There are three important principles that are addressed in the last 
part of our mission statement. The first is a powerful acknowledg-
ment that WCS operates “in cooperation” with our parents. The 
home-school-church partnership is at the heart of our education-
al model, it is fundamental, and it will never change. This year we 
heard our parents ask us to please find a way to remain physical-
ly open, while safeguarding the health of our WCS family. The 
Readiness Task Force was formed and our focus has been how to 
operate safely while retaining our in-person model.

The final two principles of the mission statement are profound-
ly related to each other. We are pledged to nurture our students 
so that they are prepared to provide Christ-like service, which 
in turn requires that they have knowledge and understanding of 
who Christ is and how it is possible to best know and emulate 
Him. That quest for knowledge, understanding, and wisdom per-
meates our curriculum and the lives of our teachers and admin-
istrative staff. Writing God’s wisdom on the hearts of each of our 
students is our daily passion.

Finally, we are committed to helping each of our students see our 
world as God’s world, created and sustained by Him for His pur-
poses, just as we individually are. Our students must learn to see 
our entire world as part of God’s creation, fallen but still bearing 
the mark of its Creator for them to discover and ponder. Creating 
these lifelong learners and followers of Christ is at the heart of our 
mission as a school. Although we cannot guarantee the status of 
individual student hearts, the WCS leadership team and I can tell 
you that we will continue to work each day to equip our students 
to pursue and acquire God’s wisdom in their lives, wherever they 
should go and whatever career or vocation they should choose.

In His Service,  
Rick Lukianuk, J.D.
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I am proud to call Whitinsville Christian my first institutional 
love. The school has always been a part of my life in some 
form. I have vivid memories of taking the bus in kindergar-

ten, Miss Tubergen’s hug at the end of the long hallway, using 
one of the school’s first computers for Miss Miller’s 6th grade cas-
tle project, and the shenanigans of Spirit Week and decorating 

lockers (which in hindsight, was 
for sure a fire violation)! When 
oliebollen was being made during 
Homecoming, I had a flood of 
memories of collecting my change 
the night before the Country Fair 
and playing games with friends. 
It feels like yesterday! The smell 
of that yummy treat brought me 
back 30 years! The memories go 
on and on, and they are all tucked 
away deep inside, making me the 
person I am today.

Fast forward many, many years 
and here I am with children of my own in the school. I’ve been 
involved in various ways over the years and witnessed the stead-
fast support of Whitinsville Christian School. While no insti-
tution here on Earth could ever be perfect, I see the leadership 
unwavering in their commitment to furthering God’s kingdom 
through teaching and instructing children. It is difficult. Mistakes 
are made. But Kingdom work is often about making mistakes and 
learning through them. I think anyone who is honest with them-
selves would realize that and the more invested you become, the 

An Enduring Mission
Erika (Anderson) Johnson (Class of 1996)
Parent, Host Parent, Alumna, and Trustee

more you realize that even as adults we are all students in the 
Kingdom. Learning, reaching, failing, succeeding …..

Another important aspect of Whitinsville Christian School is the 
commitment to its mission. Our mission states: The mission of 
Whitinsville Christian School is to nurture the academic, spiritu-
al, personal, social, creative and physical development of students, 
in cooperation with their parents, for Christ-like service in God’s 
World. We are steadfast in this mission. The Board of Trustees, 
the administration, the faculty, and the staff all support the full 
development of children with this mission. Leadership within 
our school will come and go, but the mission does not. Styles 
change and personalities influence what the delivery looks like, 
but it is always the same.

It is so important to realize that while every decision may not 
be perfect, the leaders are God-fearing and striving to hold WCS 
true to its mission. It is our job to pray for WCS and to support 
our leadership. I, for one, am incredibly thankful to the Whitins-
ville Christian School community for loving me and for shaping 
who I am today.

Erika’s 2nd grade school picture

Erika and Bryan Johnson 
(Class of 1995)

Members of the Nydam 
family, a four-generation 
legacy: Margaret, Erika, 
Ben, Caleb, Micah, Sam, 
Elizabeth, Gabe, Marilyn, 
Jean, and Jim

The Johnsons: Margaret, Harry Wang (international 
student), Ben, and Sam
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It is easy to see how the WCS mission is implemented by 
teachers in the classroom. For these words to be more than 
a goal, to truly be a mission, they must be at the heart of the 

work done by the entire community.

The Whitinsville Christian High School Guidance Department is 
blessed to mentor and advise so many wonderful students each 
year, celebrating their unique gifts and talents. Through inten-
tional efforts to get to know each student personally, we strive to 
help them develop these characteristics through class selection, 
career exploration, and the college search and application process.

Our relationship with students and families begins prior to en-
rollment in high school at WCS. We meet with 8th grade students 
three times during the second semester to en-
sure that they feel confident and ready for high 
school. After evening workshops with students 
and families to discuss all of the academic and 
social opportunities available to students at 
WCHS, we then meet individually with stu-
dents to refine their schedules based on their 
interests, skills, and abilities. It is during these 
discussions that we begin to get to know stu-
dents on a personal level to help them develop 
individualized plans for success. While we nur-
ture their academic development, this is also 
the opportunity for us to learn more about their 
personal and creative gifts as we explore the variety of course 
and co-curricular options available throughout the high school 
journey. For some, a focus on visual and performing arts is a way 
to combine personal and creative passions, while others chal-
lenge themselves academically by enrolling in honors and Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) courses. Classes that focus on spiritual 
and physical development are also required for all WCSH stu-
dents. 

We guide students as they research potential careers and col-
lege majors, providing valuable information used 
during individual guidance meetings as we con-
sider their personal, spiritual, and academic de-
velopment. As guidance counselors, we challenge 
students to think hard about God’s plan for them, 
and how their relationship with Him will guide 
their future life decisions. During Career Day we 
welcome former WCS students and community 
members to discuss their own academic and ca-
reer journeys, while also sharing how their spiri-
tual development led them along various life and 
career paths. It is always fun to hear the stories 
of our former students and is one of our favorite 
Guidance events!

The college application 
and selection process is 
a very personal process. 
Our mission to partner 
with families is evident as we discuss personal, spiritual, and ac-
ademic goals for college selection. We offer summer classes in 
essay writing and application support, both of which continue 
into the fall of the senior year as students complete the process. 
Even more importantly, our team collaborates closely with high 
school faculty to develop thoughtful and individualized recom-
mendation letters that tell the story of each student’s academic 
and personal achievements, as well as their spiritual and social 
development at WCS.

The class of 2021 has had a challenging college 
search process. But despite the difficulties, these 
students rose to the challenge! We could not be 
more proud of the thoughtful, mature, and for-
ward-thinking nature of the students in the class 
of 2021. Almost 70% of our seniors submitted at 
least one Early Action or Early Decision applica-
tion and as of this writing, we’ve seen these stu-
dents accepted to many of their first-choice col-
leges including Baylor University, Berklee College 
of Music, Brandeis University, Calvin University, 
College of the Holy Cross, Gordon College, Mas-
sachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Scienc-

es, Providence College, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute!

As a Guidance Department, we begin our mission of supporting 
students before they become high school students and continue 
our relationships with them well beyond their college gradua-
tion. It is a blessing and an honor to work with so many bright, 
responsible, Christian leaders, and we look forward to inspiring 
minds and igniting hearts of all students throughout their WCHS 
experience. 

Guiding & Supporting
Erin Lowery-Corkran, PhD, Director of Guidance

Career Day, March 10, 2020

Providing one-on-one counseling

As guidance counselors, 
we challenge students to 

think hard about God’s 
plan for them, and how 
their relationship with 

Him will guide their 
future life decisions.

“

”

“
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If you Google “STEM,” the result will yield thousands of articles 
about the importance of STEM in education today. 

STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering, and 
math - subjects critical in teaching 21st-century skills. For years, 
studies have shown that in order to be prepared for future careers, 
students need to be able to solve problems, find and use evidence, 
collaborate on projects, and think critically. According to the  
U. S. Department of Commerce, STEM occupations are growing 
at a rate of 17% annually, while other occupations are growing at 
a rate of 9.8% each year. 

Education and curriculum are constantly changing, but our mis-
sion remains the same; we are preparing students for Christ-like 
service in God’s world. It is more important than ever that our 
children are prepared to bring knowledge and skills to solve prob-
lems, make sense of information, and know how to gather and 
evaluate evidence to make decisions. 

To give just a few examples, third grade students learn about cod-
ing by first using paper and pencil to graph the code, then by 
coding actual games. Third graders also learn about body sys-
tems, adding them to a life-sized model of their own body. In 
fourth grade, students learn how to wire circuits with real-world 

The STEM of Academics

applications such as providing power to a light source. Through 
collaboration and trial and error, they learn to successfully wire 
parallel and series circuits. 

These are the kinds of skills that students develop in science, 
technology, engineering, and math. If we want a nation where 
our future leaders, neighbors, and workers can understand and 
solve some of the complex challenges of today and tomorrow, 
and meet the demands of the dynamic and evolving workforce, 
then building students’ skills, content knowledge, and fluency in 
STEM fields is essential. 

Our job as educators holds great responsibility. In the elemen-
tary years, we are exposing children to all types of learning and 
ideas and leading alongside God to help guide students to their 
inspired purpose. It is a complete joy to be exposing students to 
these skills and watching them grow. For many students, the sub-
jects in STEM are what drives their passion for learning. I am be-
yond blessed to be a teacher who walks alongside this discovery. 

nurture theACADEMIC

TECHNOLOGY
ENGINEERING

M AT H

SCIENCE
Miranda Osterman
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Nurturing the spiritual development of our students 
takes place in and out of the classrooms. Bible 
classes teach God’s Word, morning devotionals 
teach students to apply Jesus’s teachings in our 
lives, and chapels provide a time for students to 
gather together for worship. Chapels are student-led, 
with faculty guidance, through chapel committees, 
chapel-planning classes, and chapel bands. This 
year, elementary students continued to gather to-
gether for in-person chapel, while middle and high 
school students view chapel recordings from their 
lunchrooms. 

Although some of the ways we participate 
have changed, chapel continues to be 
a time for our students to live 
their faith, and share their 
love of God with each other.

nurture theSPIRITUAL
8   |   The Crusader Chronicle

Student-Led Chapel
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Social and emotional learning (SEL) 
may be a new phrase for many. SEL 
is the process through which chil-

dren and adults understand and manage 
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, 
feel and show empathy for others, estab-
lish and maintain positive relationships, 
and make responsible decisions. 

The five core competencies include:

• Self-awareness: Know your 
strengths and limitations, with a 
well-grounded sense of confidence, 
optimism, and a “growth mindset.” 
Identify and achieve personal goals.

• Self-management: Effectively man-
age stress, recognize emotional trig-
gers and utilize coping skills, control 
impulses, and motivate yourself to 
set and achieve goals.

• Social awareness: Understand the 
perspectives of others and empa-
thize with them, including those 
from diverse backgrounds and 
cultures.

• Relationship skills: Communicate 
clearly, listen well, cooperate with 
others, resist inappropriate social 
pressure, negotiate conflict con-
structively, and seek and offer help 
when needed.  Includes cooperation 
and teamwork.

Nurturing the whole student requires that we go beyond providing an 
education. We must also help students see who God created them 
to be, and celebrate the uniqueness of others. This happens through 
building personal and social skills, a major focus for WCS’s Health and 
Wellness Counselor, Emily Paharik, LMHC. 

• Responsible decision-making: Make 
constructive choices about personal 
behavior and social interactions 
based on ethical standards, safety, 
and social norms.

There are many ways we build these skills 
within our students at WCS. Teaching 
these skills in an age-appropriate man-
ner is key. This year our curriculum has 
seen a few modifications to address not 
only the emotional impacts of Covid-19, 
but also the safety and wellness 
protections implemented by 
the school.

Elementary students are taught 
to THINK in their words and 
actions. THINK stands for 
Thoughtful, Helpful, Inspiring, 
Necessary, and Kind. They learn 
about their own strengths, as 
well as the uniqueness of how 
God created each and every 
person. We teach skills such as 
appreciating diversity, demon-
strating kindness and respect, 
resilience, character develop-
ment, conflict resolution, cop-
ing, and calming techniques.

Middle school students work within 
leadership modules and focus on the core 
competencies of character building, resil-
ience, and conflict resolution. They also 
discuss age-appropriate topics such as so-
cial groups and diversity.

High school students are utilizing Habi-
tudes, a leadership curriculum by Tim El-
more. Habitudes combines images, relat-

&ResponsibilityRelationships
Emily Paharik, LMHC

nurture thePERSONAL & SOCIAL

Lunchroom friends stay connected on remote school days.

able stories, and experiences into lessons 
that resonate with today’s young adults, 
equipping them to navigate through life’s 
challenges and opportunities. Through 
chapel, small groups, and the Habitudes 
curriculum, our high school students are 
developing the character they will need 
for Christ-like service in God’s world.

I have felt privileged and blessed to have 
so much personal contact with many of 
our students in 1:1 meetings, small 

groups, and in the classrooms. I have no-
ticed a tremendous amount of resilience, 
positivity, and enthusiasm from our stu-
dents, our families, and our teachers and 
staff. In this year of extraordinary chal-
lenges, I am so grateful that WCS has 
many social and emotional learning skills 
training and leadership programs within 
each school.

Middle school students create bouncy balls as 
they learn about resilience.
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“Bravo” was my first word spo-
ken here at WCS as the new Director of 
Arts. At the end of the WCS Pops Concert on October 30, Rick 
Lukianuk introduced me as the new Director of Arts, and before 
I could thank Rick or say “hi” and introduce myself to the audi-
ence, I said “Bravo!”  

Bravo! It had been almost a year since I had heard LIVE music  
in-person! Almost a year! I was so moved by the overwhelming 
talent and beautiful music on stage at the Pops concert, that it 
only felt natural to first congratulate the students and staff on 
their performance. Bravo to the talent!  Bravo to the teachers and 
their dedication! Bravo to the staff for their diligence in planning 
a safe, in-person event. Bravo to our Lord for His protection!   

“BRAVO” was also shouted at my computer screen after watching 
the High School Drama Club’s pre-recorded 1970’s Variety Show. 
Our Drama Club Director, Mary Dykstra, thought outside-the-

box, making it safe to have a drama production this fall. This Car-
ol Burnett-style variety show with skits and retro TV commer-
cials was unlike anything WCS had done in the past. It was so fun 
to watch, and Bravo to all involved.  

Bravo! Because each week, each day, each class, each moment we 
can be together to share our gifts is a moment to be celebrated. 
Performers and audience members tend to think of a perfor-
mance needing applause, but the victory this year is that each day 
we are able to nurture our God-given gifts. Here at WCS, we nur-
ture the creative development of students, not because we expect 
them to become artists or perform their entire lives, but because 
it is how we connect with one another, crossing boundaries of 
age, language, race, and more. We connect through art to com-
municate, rejoice, grieve, relax, and to find beauty, empathy, com-
passion, goodness, love, comfort, peace, and His presence. We 
nurture our students’ creativity so that they may experience life!

“Bravo” is how I began my journey as Director of Arts, and each 
and every day I give God the glory! Soli Deo Gloria!  

Heather Rufo (Class of 1999)
Director of Arts

EXPLORING THE ARTS

nurture theCREATIVE"As the Stomach Turns"
10   |   The Crusader Chronicle

"Carol"

"Oscar Mayer"

"Sonny and Cher"

to Experience Life

"Rental Car"

Bravo



I am thankful for our athletes here at Whitinsville Christian. In a season that was un-
like any other, these athletes competed in a God-honoring way. I will never forget the 
examples of leadership, teamwork, positive mindsets, and overcoming adversity that 

were demonstrated by our athletes this season.   

I am also grateful for a coaching staff that cares greatly for these student-athletes. Despite 
the challenges they faced this year as coaches, they dedicated themselves to making this 
season significant for these athletes. They showed up every day because they understand 
the importance of being a part of something greater than yourself. 

I am convinced more than ever that sports play a significant role in the mission of this 
school. In a season where we had no district or state championships, I saw lessons being 
learned each and every day within our teams - lessons that will extend far beyond this 
season. I saw coaches teach the power of positive thinking on a daily basis, greeting their 
athletes every day with, “It’s a great day to play soccer!” I observed senior captains refuse 
to allow younger teammates to hang their heads or point fingers when challenges arose. 
I witnessed multiple coaches encourage and teach a young cross country athlete how to 
respond the next time an opponent tried to block them in on the course. These are lessons 
that can’t be taught in a classroom. They need to be experienced and felt. The 2020 season 

nurture thePHYSICAL

While the Athletics program at WCS may appear to focus on nurturing the 
physical development aspect of our mission, being a Crusader develops the 
whole student - the central purpose of our mission. As the fall sports season 
wrapped, with several modifications to soccer, golf, and cross country practices, 
matches, and meets, Athletic Director Brady Bajema shared his gratitude.

Crusader Athletics

will be remembered by our athletes and 
coaches, and I pray that what is learned 
through this season will continue to pay 
dividends years down the road. 

I am hopeful for our athletes with sea-
sons yet to come. I pray that there will 
be an opportunity to play the sports they 
love in a safe environment. The challeng-
es that come with playing sports during 
a global pandemic are real. As Athletic 
Directors, I believe we owe it to our ath-
letes to do everything we can to put safety 
plans in place and TRY. I became a teach-
er and coach because I had teachers and 
coaches that taught me to never shy away 
from a challenge. The challenges we have 
faced this year are unlike any challenges 
we have faced before, but the message I 
want to convey to our athletes is that no 
matter the challenge in front of us, we are 
going to attack it by praying, planning, 
preparing, and adjusting.  

Brady Bajema (Class of 2006)  
Athletic Director
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“
Our school has educators, 
and an administration that 

love our children. They 
have been working so 

hard to keep our children 
healthy and safe.

God’s ways are so much 
higher than ours. We 

have been so blessed by 
the education and more 
importantly the love of 

Jesus displayed by the staff 
at WCS over the years.

“

“This is truly a very 
special place for 
children to learn 

and grow.

The kids are happy to arrive at 
school and come home happy 

with many stories of their 
days. Their minds are being 
inspired with their hearts 

ignited! They are thriving, and 
we are excited to be a part 

of this community and to see 
what the future holds!

“

“
These teachers are 

definitely a blessing to 
our children and their 
education! Their true 

love for what they do is 
especially shown during 

times like this.

“
We are so thankful for 
all the hard work and 

dedication the school has 
had during this time. All 
the behind-the-scenes 

preparation to make our 
children safe is amazing. 

Thank you!!!

“
My kids love being 
part of Whitinsville 

Christian School. God 
bless this school.

IN COOPERATIONWITH THEIR PARENTS

Welcoming our students back on campus for the 2020-
2021 school year has required the dedication of faculty 
and staff, the hard work of our Task Force in developing 
a Health, Wellness, and Safety Plan, and the cooperation 
of our students and their parents and guardians. We have 
asked a lot of our families, and we are forever grateful 
for your sacrifices and your commitment to Christian 
education and WCS. Thank you for your grace, your 
prayers, and your words of encouragement.
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Youth hoops submitted by Nicole Wiegers (Class of 2014)

So many of our favorite events 
went virtual this year, including 

Homecoming and Giving Day. 
This allowed our Homecoming 
celebration to last all week, and 
include alumni from across the 
country. Through our Facebook 
page, our community shared 
images from past proms, athletic 
events, and performances. Since 
we could not host the WCS Apple 
Pie Fundraiser, we added the 
Paying it Forward element to Giving 
Day. WCS made the commitment 
to donate 10% of Giving Day 
proceeds to help our neighbors. We 
were honored to donate $11,434, 
divided between the Northbridge 
Association of Churches Food 
Pantry and the Worcester County 
Food Bank.

HOMECOMING20

The Martinka family participated in our Virtual 5k

High school students decorated their lunch rooms

Courtney Frazier (Class of 1997) and 
Marc Pitts (Class of 1999) at Choir 
Tour 1997

Godspell 2006 submitted by Amy Partridge (Class of 2006)

Elin Johnson (Class of 1998) at prom 
1998

The Princess Bride submitted by Rachael 
(Marino) England (Class of 2009)

WCS’s first volleyball team submitted by Noralee (Van Dyke) 
Picotte (Class of 1986)

Presentation of gift to the Northbridge Association of 
Churches Food Pantry with Rick Lukianuk and Erika 
(Anderson) Johnson

Track and field 1990 submitted by Ruth (Wynja) Gibbons 
(Class of 1991)
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Jennifer (Grosser) Layte (Class of 1990) followed her path 
to London and back. As oftentimes happens, that path was 
not as she had imagined, or planned. It was God’s path. It had 

twists and turns and challenging passes. Through His grace, He 
never leaves us alone on those paths, and our relationship with 
Him can be made stronger for it.

After graduating from WCS, Jennifer studied at Wheaton 
College and earned her bachelor’s degree in English. “I 
will say to English majors out there, it is a very practical 
degree,” said Jennifer. “I use it all the time and I believe 
it helps me to better read the Bible. There is a difference 
between truth and fact, but it isn’t as easy to parse the 
difference without knowing how to read for the truth.” 
After graduating, Jennifer worked as a nanny for two 
years, “with the singular goal of paying off my student loans.” In 
1996, she moved to London as a missionary to refugees. “My par-
ents were missionaries in Honduras when I was young and my 
grandparents were also very mission-minded, so that has always 
been part of the framework of my thinking. I had planned to set-
tle there permanently, but in 2002, following the changes in the 
world after the events of 9/11 in the U.S., I felt called to return to 
the States. Unfortunately, once I returned, I felt God had dropped 
me here with no plan. I admittedly was angry with Him. I nev-
er left the church or renounced my faith, but it took almost ten 
years for me to  no longer be angry.” After years of examining her 
own relationship with God, Jennifer graduated from seminary in 
2015, and is currently serving as a part-time pastor at Central 
Baptist Church in Southbridge. 

Jennifer also serves as the Spiritual Director of The Pilgrimage, 
an online spiritual formation ministry she founded and launched 
in 2016. “Spiritual formation had increasingly been on my heart. 
Through my own experience, that dark night of the soul, I am pas-
sionate about helping people find out how deep their relationship 
with God can go. We can get there, but we need to be shepherd-
ed through that struggle. Struggling with God is historically and 
Biblically documented. It’s part of our spiritual growth process. 
You can go through it and ‘throw out baby Jesus with the bath 
water’ as I like to say, or you can go through it and come out on 
the other side closer to Christ and more Christ-like. The Pilgrim-
age has been through a few iterations in the last five years but it’s 
in a good place now. I love spiritual direction. It’s a privilege to sit 
with another person and facilitate their walk and communication 
with God and it’s exciting to watch that happen in real time. We 
also offer spiritual formation courses for groups. Transformation 
in a group dynamic is also really cool and exciting, to see people 

grow in their own relationship with God but also with others on 
a similar journey.” 

When asked about the role of WCS in her Christ-like service in 
God’s world, Jennifer remembers the support and affirmation of 
the faculty and administrators. “Mr. (Jerry) Van Tol was my fa-
vorite teacher in high school. He was very affirming of my writ-

ing gifts. Mr. Vriesma really helped me start to tap into 
my spiritual leadership skills, even back then. That val-
idation from teachers was powerful and empowering. 
It gave me something to hang on to in those moments 
where I haven’t felt good about myself. In my senior year, 
the Spiritual Life Committee was formed. The Spiritual 
Life Committee would plan convocation and the spiritu-
al theme for the year. I believe there were mostly adults, 

plus my fellow senior, Paul Guidry. Looking back, it’s very inter-
esting to me that the two of us were chosen, and now we’re both 
in ministry. I’m grateful that the WCS administration valued our 
input as students, and was very gracious about my youthful zeal 
for my faith! They made me feel that what I had to say mattered 
and that someone cared. I think that speaks well of the school.”

CHRIST-LIKE

Jennifer’s book, Favored One, is a provocative and incisive look at the life 
of Jesus (Yeshua) from the point of view of the person who knew him best: 
his mother.

“
My life 

has been a 
patchwork.”
“

The end result of our mission is Christ-like service in 
God’s world. This happens in countless ways. From 
ordained ministry to volunteer work. From missionary 
work to the quiet counsel of a patient. There is no one 
path for fulfilling God’s purpose for your life; telling the 

Service
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stories of our alumni shows this to be true. WCS re-
cently spoke with Jennifer (Grosser) Layte (Class of 
1990) and Trevor Praetsch (Class of 2010) to learn 
more about their Christ-like service in God’s world.

Q: The dedication of healthcare workers has been 
at the forefront of this pandemic. How did you 
choose nursing as a profession?

A: I knew early on that I enjoyed working with people 
and I enjoyed my science classes. My mother and 
sister both studied nursing. At WCS, I was able to 
shadow with Mrs. (RoseAnn) Engbers and hearing 
her speak about a career in nursing was impactful. 
It was great to have another perspective, other 
than my mother’s. I still questioned it through 
college and even considered ministry. During a 
conversation with one of my professors, she told 
me that she used her faith every day in nursing. 
She helped me see what a blessing it is to be 
able provide the service of healthcare. Once I had 
my ICU shadow experience in my junior year of 
college, I knew it was what I wanted to do as a 
vocation. Even though it wasn’t always clear to me, 
God knew where He wanted me.

Q: Where are you currently working and how did 
your path lead there?

A: I’m currently in neurocritical care at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock in Lebanon, NH. After graduating 
from Messiah College, I started my career in 
Pennsylvania as a traveling nurse. It was a great 
opportunity to explore different areas and figure out 
where I would want to settle down. I met my wife, 
Katie, when I first came to New Hampshire and 
knew right away that I wanted to stay close to her. 
We were both traveling nurses for a few years, then 
settled down here. I’ve worked in cardiovascular 
intensive care, surgical intensive care, and medical 
intensive care. Neuro intensive care was the 
next new thing for me. Dartmouth was opening 
a new unit and looking for staff and that caught 
my interest. It’s been a great experience and 
has allowed me to develop my skills in this very 
specialized field.

Trevor Praetsch  
(Class of 2010)

Q: Where have you seen God on this path?
A: When Katie and I were ready to settle down, we 

contacted a property manager about a potential 
rental. The landlords reached out to us saying 
they wanted to rent to us. It felt like an answer to 
a prayer for security of where my wife and I would 
live with the baby we were now expecting. Once 
we met the landlords, we found out they had been 
missionaries in Romania and they invited us to 
attend church with them, the church we still attend 
today. Searching for a home was so stressful at the 
time. Looking back, of course I should have trusted 
that God would provide for us, not only a home that 
solved the stress of a long commute, but also by 
helping us find a church family.

Q: How has your faith been helpful in your job?
A: It’s especially important today as a healthcare 

worker, when family members cannot visit their 
loved one, our patient. It’s meaningful to be able 
to pray with patients and provide that counsel. I 
was initially nervous about doing that early in my 
nursing career, but I’ve come to realize that we are 
treating the whole patient. Now that we are that 
place-holder for the family, I am glad I can offer that 
support.

Q: What was your experience like entering WCS as 
a freshman?

A: When I interviewed with Mr. (Chris) Vander Baan 
for admission to WCS, I knew I wanted to be there, 
even though he told me I had to immediately get 
rid of my mohawk. It just felt different. It was such 
a shift from public school. My faith became integral 
to everything I did. It changed my focus on what I 
was doing and why I was doing it - that I was doing 
everything for Him. I chose a Christian college to 
continue to foster that, and where I could continue 
to develop my faith. I love that my cousins (Meghan 
DeGregorio, class of 2022, and Nate DeGregorio, 
class of 2020) have also attended WCS, with a 
similar experience to mine. It means a lot!

INTERVIEW WITH
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Trevor with his wife, Katie, and children, Selah and Oliver
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ALUMNI NEWS

BABIES

Bernice (Reynen) Ferwerda, WCS teacher during the early 1950s, 
passed away in December of 2020. Bernice was first, a devoted 
follower of Jesus Christ, and second, a loving and faithful wife and 
mother of five boys. 

Herman Oosterman (Class of 1939) passed away in August of 2020. 
After attending WCS, he graduated from Northbridge High School. 
He was a lifelong member of the Pleasant Street Christian Reformed 
Church in Whitinsville where he served on the building committee 
and was a Sunday school teacher. He was also a longtime volunteer 
and supporter of the Whitinsville Christian School.

Frances (Berghuis) Wassenar (Class of 1945) passed away in 
December of 2020 at the age of 89. Fran was a lifelong member of 
Pleasant Street Christian Reformed Church and had a deep and 
abiding faith in her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Faith and family 
were the focus of her life.

Anna M. (Vierstra) Hackathorn (Class of 1950) passed away in 
July of 2020, at home surrounded by her family. Anna was born in 
Northbridge, attended WCS through the 8th grade, and graduated 

Londyn Estelle Romanoski was 
born on Friday, November 13. 
Her proud parents are Tim and 
Victoria (Bol) Romanoski 
(Class of 2000), of Annapolis, 
MD.

Jack Jeffrey Vriesema was born 
on December 10, welcomed by 
his proud parents, Matt and 
Anna (Hardiman) Vriesema 
(Class of 2012).

CONDOLENCES

Jamison Koeman (Class of 
2015) and Katie Diekema got 
engaged in June of 2020 and 
are planning an August 2021 
wedding. Jamison will be 
receiving his Master’s Degree 
from the University of Michigan 
this spring.

Chris Fredericks (Class of 
2019) achieved a major life 
goal in December when he 
completed 60 hours of training 
and earned his pilot’s license. He 
is currently working on 50 hours 
of solo flying and once this is 
completed he will be able to 
start his instrument training.

CONGRATULATIONS

Arianna Koeman and Colin 
Swaim (both of the Class of 
2017) got engaged in October 
of 2020 and are planning a 
September 2021 wedding. 
Arianna and Colin will be 
graduating this spring from 
Calvin University.

Peter (Class of 2009) and 
Samantha Bloem welcomed a son, 
Arley James, on February 3, 2021.

from Northbridge High School. She enjoyed and was well known for 
her knitting, needlepoint, and crocheting, and donated many beautiful 
items to the WCS Spring Auction.

Ronald Jack Jorritsma (Class of 1952) passed away on January 8, 
2021, at home in Grafton, MA. He volunteered at St. Camillus Health 
Center and was an usher at Pleasant Street Christian Reformed 
Church.

Steven Faber (Class of 1970) passed away in September of 2020. 
After attending WCS, he graduated from Northbridge High School 
in 1973, and he attended Calvin College. A truly social individual, 
Steven enjoyed being with his family and friends, and he loved being 
outdoors, working in his yard.

Jim Nydam, patriarch of one of our 4-generation families and the 
recipient of WCS's only honorary diploma, passed away in January 
of 2021. His wife, Jean (Class of 1942), passed away in 2019. Jim and 
Jean's five daughters, Ruth, Marilyn, Susan, Laurie, and Becky, all 
attended WCS. Gifts in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Nydam may be made 
to the Jim and Jean Nydam Scholarship Fund.

We would love to hear 
from you! Please share 

any news or update your 
contact  

information by emailing 
advancement@ 

whitinsvillechristian.org.
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New Faces

Miranda Osterman 
Elementary STEM Teacher, 
Director of Enrollment

Natalie VandenAkker 
Student Academic Services

Alice Tomasino
Business Manager

Joel Alberts
High School History/Bible 
Teacher

Beth Cabral
Third Grade Teacher

Cydney Cnossen 
Elementary Art Teacher

Hannah Eckstrom  
Elementary and Middle School 
Spanish Teacher

Geri Fogg
Student Academic Services

Hollis Ryder
Student Academic Students

Heather Rufo
Director of the Arts

Julie Fredericks 
Kindergarten Teacher

Lillian Hackathorn  
Administrative Assistant  
to Head of School

Welcome to WCS!
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Like many organizations, the mission of Treasures Upscale Thrift Shop is multifacet-
ed. The primary mission is to provide funds to WCS by donating all of its proceeds, 
therefore keeping tuition affordable for families. To date, over $1 million dollars 

have been donated to WCS. That represents an enormous amount of clothing, shoes, 
games, books, furniture, and gifts that were received, processed, displayed, and sold over 
the years.

That core mission also yields several other benefits. Volunteers at Treasures find commu-
nity, a connection to WCS, and a connection to others who fervently support Christian 
education. Many are parents and grandparents of current and former students of WCS. 
They are proud to contribute their time and energy to work as a team for a fantastic cause. 

Treasures also serves to educate the broader community about WCS. Many customers 
are unfamiliar with the school or its mission so our staff members are able to spend a few 
moments sharing information about WCS. 

The shop provides an opportunity for good stewardship. People are able to donate gen-
tly-used high quality items instead of throwing them away where they may end up in a 
landfill. Since these items have value, they can be sold in order to support the school.

For more than ten years, Treasures has faithfully fulfilled its multifaceted mission to the 
ultimate benefit of WCS. However, COVID has put that mission in jeopardy. Last spring, 
the shop was forced to close for months. In recent months, the hours the store has been 
opened each week have been limited due to lack of volunteers and as a means to protect 
other volunteers who opt to work only when the shop is closed. This has put the viability 
of the shop at risk, as well as the likelihood of the impressive support levels historically 
provided to WCS.

A Mission for the WCS Community

Treasures is located in North Grafton. If you would 
like to learn more about participating in this mission, 
even for a couple hours a month, please reach out 
(774) 293-1564 or office@valleytreasures.org.

Treasures
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Darrell Baker (Class of 1989)
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Athletics
Bob and Kristin Pollitt

Eric J Cook Memorial 
Scholarship
Cheryl MacIndoe
Helen Saucier

Building and Grounds
Leonard and Sharon Beatty
Christopher and Erin Chambers
Anthony E and Jen A Cinelli
Kenneth and Kristy Colgate
Erik and Deborah DeGregorio
Michael and Chris Farrell
Stephen McConaghy and Stela 

Gega-McConaghy
John and Erin Hand
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Nydam's Landscaping
Brian L and Kristine R Schofield
Joshua and Jennifer Talamini
Vamshidhar and Erin 

Thakkallapalli

Endowment
Cynthia Baker
Leonard W Bangma
Shirley M Bangma
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Harold and Judith Blaue
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Shelley J Buma
Paul and Boots Buma
Estate of Adrian and Joyce 

Buteyn
Lisa L Daly
Sonja DeLange-Gupta
Arlene Fortna
Theodore E and Marie A 

Haringa
Rian and Debra Harpie
Robert A and Eileen A Hays
Maureen Huber
Barbara C Keck
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Thomas P and Joan E Koopman
Joyce A Kroes
Kristin LaBelle
Pearl N Largesse
Carolyn R Lavallee
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Sally Masnoon
Rich and Sandra Modderman

DONORS

We are grateful for our 
generous donors. This 
donor list reflects gifts 
given in the calendar 
year 2020.

DONORS
Harold O and Barbara L 

Plantinga
Brian and Thalia S Towle
William Van Dyke, Sr.
Joanne E VandenAkker
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Russ and Gerry VanderBaan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Keith and Lori J VanderWeele
Wanda VanderZee
Samuel and Gail Visser
Jack and Karen Walker
Frances J Wassenar
Kenneth D and Carol E 

Wassenar
Carolyn Welsh
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Arthur B and Glenda S Wolpert
David A and Kimberly B Wynja

Fredericks Award for 
Perseverance and 
Personal Success
Allcare Medical Supply Corp

General
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Theodore E and Marie A 

Haringa
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma

Kimberly Hannon 
Memorial Music 
Scholarship
Robert Hannon
Ray and Deanna Larson
Larson Agency LLC

Kay Fund
John and Donna LaPierre
Wanda VanderZee
James and Lois Veenstra

Library Media Center
Philip L and Kerrie A Harper
Ed Lee

Miscellaneous
Benjamin and Jessica Britnell
Stephen and Tammi Gorman
Matthew J and Melissa A Hadley
Deborah Kolodziej
Ed Lee
Timothy and Miranda 

Osterman
Vincent Osterman and Denise L 

Oosterman
Jennifer M Taylor
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Jim and Jean Nydam 
Scholarship
Nathan D and Kara Bandstra
James W and Jennifer Bandstra
David and Elizabeth Deters
Emily Glerum
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Alecia Molano
Peter J Smith
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Reach More Teach 
More/Inclusion
Michael J and Tanya L Anema
Robert Burrage
Scott M and Shelly A Cullen
Mark DeWeerd and Sara 

Korber-DeWeerd
Duane A and Brenda J Dulmage
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Kenneth C and Lisa R Foppema
William J and Ann Fredericks
Ross J and Amanda D Irwin
Claire M Kuik
Christopher and Julie Paine
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Daniel J and Lisa B Vos

Rise Up & Build
Michael J and Tanya L Anema
Robert and Elizabeth Banning
Robert A and Elizabeth A 

Banning
Anthony and Denise 

Brookhouse
Scott M and Shelly A Cullen
Bruce and Mary S Dykstra
John K and Jeanne K Esler
Mark and Lillian Hackathorn
Lynn Jarosz
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Dirk and Susan Koopman
Thomas P and Joan E Koopman
Koopman Lumber Company
Nathan and Tahnee Kuder
John P and Kirstie R Miersma
Wayne and Linda Morrill
Jamie E Thiesing
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Robotics
BachKnives
Brent and Vanessa C Barker
Joseph and Valeria CaraDonna
Lois A Casey
Roland and Susan Gjeltema
James and Rebecca Hackett
Theodore E and Marie A 

Haringa
Peter B Plumb, CPA
Lyle T and Carol J Wicker

Technology
Bill and Linda Herrmann

Roland & Sandra 
Vander Baan 
Scholarship
Bruce and Mary S Dykstra
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Harvey and Carol Vander Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan

Arthur J Wiersma 
Memorial Scholarship
Brian and Carolyn Lemoine
Louis and Suzanne Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Matching Gift Donors
State Street Bank
Verizon Foundation
Waters Corporation

WCS ANNUAL FUND
*Unrestricted
Joanna M Adams
Scott Ahearn and Theresa J 

Arpin
Scott and Maureen Anderson
James and Susan Anema
Michael J and Tanya L Anema
Michael and Laura Aubut
Joseph M Aubut
Braden J Bajema
Jeffrey and Pamela J Bajema
Cynthia Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma 
Timothy J and Skyler Bangma
Anita Banning
Robert A and Elizabeth A 

Banning
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Brent and Vanessa C Barker
Thomas and Patricia Barry
Leonard and Sharon Beatty
Stephen and Mary A Bek
Michael and Alison Bell
John E Berkowitz
James and Michele Blackburn
Harold and Judith Blaue
Nicholas and Kelly Bol
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Wallace Bratt
Benjamin and Jessica Britnell
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
Nathan J Brookhouse
Shawn and Heather Brown
Kevin Buchanan
Paul and Boots Buma
Shelley J Buma
John D and Sheryl L Casey
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Miles and Donna Caswell
Christopher and Erin Chambers
Thomas and Ashley Clifford
Kenneth and Kristy Colgate
Kevin and Karen Conway
Thomas and Susan Cooper
Kenneth F Corkran and Erin N 

Lowery-Corkran
Michael and Kathy Craig
Michael W and Shari L Cronin
Ray and Geraldine Crowley
Scott M and Shelly A Cullen
D Blake and Jenny Cunningham
Douglas C Curving
Mark A and Elizabeth J Cutler
Richard and Allison Cwiakala
Matthew D and Julie A Davison
Ronald J and Marilyn De Vries
Myra L DeLoof
Kristine DeNorscia
Howard M and Joan E 

Desjourdy
Destination You Fitness
David and Elizabeth Deters
Carolyn Deters
Thomas Dill and Ann Lord
Nathan and Naomi Dishington
Connor J and Alison Dolan
Thomas H and Kathleen 

Ducharme
Andrew J Dudka and Jill L 

LeBallister-Dudka
Christian and Shari Dunlap
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Jonathan and Phyllis Enoch
John K and Jeanne K Esler
Egobudike E and Melissa Ezedi
Michael and Chris Farrell
David Ferreira and Theresa 

Grelewicz
Kevin J and Jennie E Fleming
Eric W and Karen T Foellmer
Ian J and Geri L Fogg
William J and Julie E Fredericks
Timothy G and Jennifer Freitas
Timothy and Susan P Frelier
Steven E and Rosalia French
Estate of Shirley V Fusco
Kristen E Garlett
Eric and Rebekah Garrant
Susan Gartner
Gerald L and Dina R Gaudette
Nathan Gjeltema
Carry Godeke
Brian E and Michelle A Graves
Jameson and Natalie Groot
William and Wendy Groot
James and Lori Gulinello
Gary R and Judith A Guy
Matthew J and Melissa A Hadley
John and Erin Hand
Philip L and Kerrie A Harper
Daina Harvey and Lesley Ray-

Harvey
James and Lois Hassey
Brandon and Ginette Hehn

Bill and Linda Herrmann
Louis Hoekstra, Jr.
Shannon P and Heather A 

Holgate
Steven R and Kay Holm
Richard R and Sandra Hubbard
Herbert and Judith Ingram
International Program Parents
Edward G and Dorothy G 

Jaasma
Lynn Jarosz
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Peter and Audrey Johnson
Timothy S and Kelly J Johnson
Brian Jones and Michelle 

Cordoba
Robert C Jongsma
Thomas and Patty Kelly
Thomas P and Joan E Koopman
Jeffrey and Michelle Koren
Nathan and Tahnee Kuder
Betty L Kuipers
Jeffrey and Jennifer LaBonte
Justin and Rhonda Lapham
Ed Lee
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Susan and Timothy Linton
Gordon C Lockbaum
Rick and Leanne Lukianuk
David and Audrey MacKay
Charlene MacNeil
Robert and Jillian P Martin
Joel A and Carol Masselink
Larry A and Mary J Masselink
Phyllis Masso
Ryan and Christine McCabe
Jason and Randa McGhee
Michael and Tomma Sue 

McManus
Keith M and Christina M 

Menard
John P and Kirstie R Miersma
Jeffrey P and Kathryn R Mogan
Brian and Tricia E Moloney
Ramon and Keisha Monast
Elias and Cinthya Monteiro
Ben and Carol Mueller
Brian and Caroline Mulcahy
Mark and Alison Nelson
Kyle and Jacquelyn Nelthorpe
Paul H and Joan M Newhall
Douglas J and Linda J Nydam
Grace G Nyenhuis
Timothy and Miranda 

Osterman
David Peck
Kelly Penning
Jeffrey C and Julie A Penterson
Kevin M Pitts
Wayne and Michelle Pitts
Ronald J and Roxie A Plantinga
David O and Sarah Plantinga
Pleasant Street Christian 

Reformed Church
Derek and Laural Plourde
Peter and Melanie Plumb
John S Poat

Bob and Kristin Pollitt
Bryce Potter and Johnna Nigh
Prime Materials Associates, Inc.
James and Beverly Pyne
Glenn L and Maura Rouleau
Jeffery B and Jessica Ryan
David and Betsy Ryder
Nicholas G and Carolyn K Salvi
Steven and GingerLee Sardinha
Scott and Karyn L Schneider
Brian L and Kristine R Schofield
Bradley L and Rebecca L 

Shafton
Jeremy and Jody Shaw
Timothy Shimko and Brittany 

Halstead
Matthew W and Laura Skudera
Bruce, Juliet and Brianna Smith
David and Jane Smith
Jeff A and Elizabeth Smith
Roland R and Barbara Solorzano
Paul R and Denise P Stefancyk
David and Carla Sullivan
Joshua and Jennifer Talamini
Vamshidhar and Erin 

Thakkallapalli
Trevor and Alice Tomasino
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Jason and Aileen Towne
Shane and Amanda Trudell
Sofocles Tsimogianis and Evropi 

Chatzi
Cary G and Kristine 

VandenAkker
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Jeffrey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Carla A VanderBaan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Rockland VanTol and Jennifer 

Ryder
Caitlin A Veronin
James J and Joyce Vitello
John K and Sandra J Vriesema
Chris and Emi Walach
James T and Sherri H Watters
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Timothy M and Sarah Wiegers
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
Steve and Martha Winchell
George Yantsides and Nicole 

Burrage
Kenneth W and Sandra L Young
Derek and Sonia Zeyl

*Lance B Engbers 
Fund for Academic 
Excellence

Allcare Medical Supply Corp
Rhonda S Adams
Thelma S Agerholm
Jeffrey and Pamela J Bajema

Herman S and Eva J Baker
Cynthia Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Anita Banning
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Thomas and Lynora J 

Bartholomew
Stephen, Mary & Lauren Bek
Zachary Beukema
Harold and Judith Blaue
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Alan and Elizabeth Bol
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
David and Jane Buteyn
Lois A Casey
John S and Susan C Colby
Kevin and Karen Conway
Thomas and Susan Cooper
Mick and Shari Cronin
Gordon De Young
Howard M and Joan E 

Desjourdy
Amy DeVries
Thomas Dill and Ann Lord
Thomas H and Kathleen 

Ducharme
Henry E and Beverly A Ebbeling
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
David and Michelle A Engbers
John K and Jeanne K Esler
Warren and Peggy Fairbanks
The Fredericks Family
Gurine M Fogg
Christopher D and Jennifer E 

Foley
Kenneth C and Lisa R Foppema
Don and Judy Godeke
Anna M Hackathorn
Rian and Debra Harpie
Steven R and Kay Holm
Gary and Shirley Iacovelli
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Robert C and Helen Jongsma
Timothy and Kimberly Kats
Glenn and Deborah King
David and Joy Koning
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Henry J and Faith M Lane
Ed Lee
John C and Cheryl Lemon
Gerald and Susan Lindsey
Gordon C Lockbaum
Craig and Lisa Lohmann
Janet MacDonald
Cheryl MacIndoe
David G and Bernice Malcolm
Brian and Catherine Marchionni
Eppy Kyanya and Leah 

Masselink Kyanya
Robert and Suzette McCann
Walter and Donna McGrath
John P and Kirstie R Miersma
Rich and Sandra Modderman
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Paul H and Joan M Newhall
Babe Nydam
James G Nydam
Grace G Nyenhuis
Charles V Paszkewicz
David O and Sarah Plantinga
Alan and Melissa Ratcliffe
Neal J and Linda K Ratcliffe
Nancy Robinson
David and Betsy Ryder
Herb W and Kathleen W 

Staniszewski
Jonathan D Steele
Kevin J and Bonnie L Steele
Bruce R Stempien
Anna Stiers
David and Carla Sullivan
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Sofocles Tsimogianis and Evropi 

Chatzi
UniBank for Savings
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Jeffrey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Harry and Shirley J VanderBrug
Barbara VanderKlay
Wanda VanderZee
Joel D and Brandie L 

VandeWerken
Jennifer Vine
James J and Joyce Vitello
Timothy and Helena Wickstrom
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Dean and Edna J Wiegers
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
Leo Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Milton and Joan E Wynja
Kenneth W and Sandra L Young

*Spiritual Life
Sean and Suzanne L Abbott
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg

*Student Expression
Ray Cinelli
Susan B Duffy
George F & Sybil H Fuller 

Foundation
Theona J Taylor

*Tuition Assistance
Rhonda S Adams
Scott Ahearn and Theresa J 

Arpin

Roman Andreychenko and 
Anna Zaytseva

Michael J and Tanya L Anema
Daniel E and Mary E Armistead
Cynthia Baker
Eleanor J Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Brent and Vanessa C Barker
Michael and Carrie Barnes
John and Lisa Barron
Marcella J Benoit
John and Kim Berner
John A and Caroline Beukema
Harold and Judith Blaue
Randall H and Mary Ann Bloem
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
Nancy N Brouwer
Martha M Buma
Paul and Boots Buma
Geoff and Giselle Bush
Kathy A Buurma
Mark and Julieanne Capuzziello
John D and Sheryl L Casey
Christopher and Erin Chambers
Anthony E and Jen A Cinelli
Jennifer G and Logan R Collins
Comark LLC
Kevin and Karen Conway
Thomas and Susan Cooper
Christine M Coughlin
Maggie Creaser
Douglas C Curving
Richard and Allison Cwiakala
Ronald J and Marilyn De Vries
Gordon De Young
Lin and Diana DeLeon
Nathan and Naomi Dishington
Carolyn Dixon
Peggy Donawick
Richard Dorff
Daniel and Amy Dos Santos
Susan B Duffy
Henry E and Beverly A Ebbeling
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Jonathan and Phyllis Enoch
John K and Jeanne K Esler
Eric W and Karen T Foellmer
Gurine M Fogg
William J and Ann Fredericks
Gadoury Homes, LLC
Gerald L and Dina R Gaudette
Don and Judy Godeke
Wayne P and Amy E Godin
Anderson Goncalves and Lisa 

LeBlanc
Stephen and Tammi Gorman
Bruce B and Devan E Gould
Jean Granger
William and Wendy Groot
John S and Judith A Gulinello
Patrick and Ashley Hart
Daina Harvey and Lesley Ray-

Harvey

Jesse G and Jennifer Hilgenberg
Scott and Rebecca Hruzd
Paul and Hilda Johnson
Brian Jones and Michelle 

Cordoba
Beverly R Keeler
Thomas and Patty Kelly
Luke E and Katie Kenbeek
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Theodore S and Earlene 

Koopman
Thomas P and Joan E Koopman
Leonard P and Pamela 

Krygsman
Jerome and Phyllis Kuik
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Betty L Kuipers
Joyce Labonte
Shirley A LaFleur
Mark and Susan Lanen
Justin and Rhonda Lapham
John C and Cheryl Lemon
Patrick and Skye MacCarthy
Charles J and Shirley G 

Mannheim
Ronald and Katherine Manyak
Michael and Jennifer L McGee
Jason and Randa McGhee
Thomas L and Barbara J 

McGuirk
Don and Pat McInnes
Dennis and Dawn Melvin
Keith M and Christina M 

Menard
Jeffrey P and Kathryn R Mogan
Ramon and Keisha Monast
Timothy J and Jocelyn A 

Murzycki
Brett and Jamie Nelson
Mark and Alison Nelson
James and Milka Njoroge
Grace G Nyenhuis
Jason and Erin Olkowski
Myron Oosterman
Vincent Osterman and Denise L 

Oosterman
Timothy and Miranda 

Osterman
Osterman Management LLC
John and Bonnie Parker
Roger Peck and Christine 

MacGinnis
Jeffrey C and Julie A Penterson
William T and Kimberly A Piett
Douglas and Kimberly Piquard
David O and Sarah Plantinga
Ronald J and Roxie A Plantinga
Garrett and Carrie Poe
Bob and Kristin Pollitt
Marcelo and Tatiana Ramos
Alice Rooker
David and Mary-Elizabeth 

Ryder
John D and Marilyn Sakelaris
Carol Schaver
Brian L and Kristine R Schofield
Alfred G and Jeannette Smith

David and Jane Smith
Allan C and Eileen Stam
Paul R and Denise P Stefancyk
David and Carla Sullivan
Edward and Barbara Susi
Thomas and Carol Swaim
Theona J Taylor
Robert S and Lisa V Taylor
Vamshidhar and Erin 

Thakkallapalli
Paul and Bonnie Thiesing
Joe Thumann and Tania J Jacob-

Thumann
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Jason and Aileen Towne
Kenneth S and Deborah True
Sofocles Tsimogianis and Evropi 

Chatzi
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Carla A VanderBaan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Russ and Gerry VanderBaan
Barbara VanderKlay
Wanda VanderZee
Rockland VanTol and Jennifer 

Ryder
Samuel and Gail Visser
John K and Sandra J Vriesema
Chris and Emi Walach
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Timothy M and Sarah Wiegers
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Leo Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Sheila L Willhoite
Lawrence and JodiAnne Wood
John and Tricia Wozniak
Jeffrey J Wren and Paulette R 

Kimball-Wren, M.D.
Arthur and Sandra A Wynja
Verle G and Darlene K Zuehl
 

Honorariam Gifts Were 
Given On Behalf Of:
Scott Anderson’s Retirement
Thomas E and Patricia A Ryan

Darrell Baker’s 50th Birthday
James and Lois Veenstra

Lance B Engbers’ Retirement
Allcare Medical Supply Corp
Herman S and Eva J Baker
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Anita Banning
Stephen, Mary & Lauren Bek
Harold and Judith Blaue
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Alan and Elizabeth Bol
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David and Jane Buteyn
Lois A Casey
John S and Susan C Colby
Thomas and Susan Cooper
Howard M and Joan E 

Desjourdy
Amy DeVries
Thomas Dill and Ann Lord
Thomas H and Kathleen 

Ducharme
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Henry E and Beverly A Ebbeling
David and Michelle A Engbers
Warren and Margaret Fairbanks
Gurine M Fogg
Kenneth C and Lisa R Foppema
The Fredericks Family
Don and Judy Godeke
Anna M Hackathorn
Allan T and Jayne M Hanscom
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Robert C and Helen Jongsma
Timothy and Kimberly Kats
Glenn and Deborah King
David and Joy Koning
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Henry J and Faith M Lane
Ed Lee
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
John C and Cheryl Lemon
Gerald and Susan Lindsey
Gordon C Lockbaum
Craig and Lisa Lohmann
Janet MacDonald
Cheryl MacIndoe
David G and Bernice Malcolm
Brian and Catherine Marchionni
Eppy Kyanya and Leah 

Masselink Kyanya
Robert and Suzette McCann
Walter and Donna McGrath
Rich and Sandra Modderman
Paul H and Joan M Newhall
Babe Nydam
James G Nydam
Grace G Nyenhuis
Thomas E and Patricia A Ryan
David and Betsy Ryder
Herb W and Kathleen W 

Staniszewski
Jonathan D Steele
Anna Stiers
David and Carla Sullivan
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Sofocles Tsimogianis and Evropi 

Chatzi
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker
Richard J and Dorothy E 

VandenBerg
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Jeffrey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Harry and Shirley J VanderBrug
Barbara VanderKlay

Wanda VanderZee
Jennifer Vine
James J and Joyce Vitello
Dean and Edna J Wiegers
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
Leo Wiersma
Milton and Joan E Wynja

Marge Johnson
Timothy S and Kelly J Johnson

Oscar Kuipers’ 90th Birthday
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and Thalia S Towle

Rebecca McLaughlin
Michelle Goodwin & Staff

James Nydam’s Birthday
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Grace Nyenhuis
Kristin LaBelle

Thalia Towle’s Retirement
Harold and Judith Blaue
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Richard VandenBerg’s 
Retirement

David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

WCS Faculty & Staff Virtual 
Learning Appreciation

Steven R and Kay Holm

WCS Parents Virtual Learning 
Appreciation

David J and Dawn M Lefrancois

Memorial Gifts Were 
Given On Behalf Of:
Gladys Bajema
Rhonda S Adams
Jeffrey and Pamela J Bajema
Cynthia Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Thomas and Lynora J 

Bartholomew
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Samuel and Sarah Bowler
Anthony J and Denise H 

Brookhouse
Shelley J Buma
Kevin and Karen Conway
Gordon De Young
John K and Jeanne K Esler
Warren and Peggy Fairbanks
Christopher D and Jennifer E 

Foley

Rian and Debra Harpie
Steven R and Kay Holm
Gary and Shirley Iacovelli
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
John P and Kirstie R Miersma
Grace G Nyenhuis
Charles V Paszkewicz
David O and Sarah Plantinga
Alan and Melissa Ratcliffe
Neal J and Linda K Ratcliffe
Carol Schaver
Kevin J and Bonnie L Steele
UniBank for Savings
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Jeffrey S and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Wanda VanderZee
Timothy and Helena Wickstrom
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Lynn Bajema
Rian and Debra Harpie

Dwayne Bangma
Shirley M Bangma

Kathy Bangma
Leonard W Bangma

Louis Bangma
Shirley M Bangma
Mick and Shari Cronin

Harold Banning
Wallace Bratt

Henrietta Beinema
Sally Masnoon

Brian Blaue
Harold and Judith Blaue

Peter and Ann Buma
Shelley J Buma

Richard Buma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Adrian & Joyce Buteyn
Estate of Adrian & Joyce Buteyn

Eric Cook
Cheryl MacIndoe
Helen Saucier

Joan Davis
Willard L and Helen K Banning

Edward DeVries
Luke E and Katie Kenbeek

John DeVries
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Martin and Elinor DeYoung
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Steven Faber
Paul and Boots Buma
Shelley J Buma
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers

Charles Feddema
Robert A and Eileen A Hays

Peter and Ruth Feddema
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Geraldo Ferreira’s Mother
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and Thalia S Towle

Steve Fortna, Sr
Arlene Fortna

Shirley Fusco
Estate of Shirley Fusco

Barbara Gaudette
Rich and Sandra Modderman
Brian and Thalia S Towle

William Gjeltema
John and Donna LaPierre

Anna Hackathorn
Rhonda S Adams
Cynthia Baker
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Marcella J Benoit
John and Kim Berner
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Nancy N Brouwer
Martha M Buma
Paul and Boots Buma
Kathy A Buurma
Comark LLC
Christine M Coughlin
Maggie Creaser
Ronald J and Marilyn De Vries
Gordon De Young
Carolyn Dixon
Peggy Donawick
Greg M and Terry Ebbeling
Henry E and Beverly A Ebbeling
Don and Judy Godeke
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Jean Granger
Maureen Huber
Beverly R Keeler
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Thomas P and Joan E Koopman
Jerome and Phyllis Kuik
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
Joyce Labonte
Shirley A LaFleur
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Charles J and Shirley G 

Mannheim
Thomas L and Barbara J 

McGuirk
Grace G Nyenhuis
Douglas and Kimberly Piquard
Alice Rooker
John D and Marilyn Sakelaris
Carol Schaver
Alfred G and Jeannette Smith
Theona J Taylor
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Carla A VanderBaan
Melissa L VanderBaan
Wanda VanderZee
Sylvia VanPoolen
Calvin R and Claudia S Wiegers
Bernard S and Minnie Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Sheila L Willhoite
Verle G and Darlene K Zuehl

Kimberly Hannon
(See Kimberly Hannon 

Memorial Music Scholarship)

Alice Hoekstra
Louis Hoekstra, Jr

Garry & Annette Keessen
Eric J and Barbara J Leestma

Peter and Henderika Koopman
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Keith and Lori J VanderWeele

Bill LaFleur
David and Audrey MacKay

Christine Lane
Sonja DeLange-Gupta

William Lawton
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Nolan Mainville
David and Sarah Plantinga

Jon Masso
Phyllis Masso

Beatrice Nydam
Cynthia Baker
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Shelley J Buma
Paul and Boots Buma
Lisa L Daly
Barbara C Keck
Thomas P and Joan E Koopman
Joyce A Kroes
Pearl N Largesse
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Sandra E Vander Baan
Wanda VanderZee
Samuel and Gail Visser
Jack and Karen Walker
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Arthur B and Glenda S Wolpert

George & Marjorie Nydam
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Jean Nydam
(See Jim and Jean Nydam 

Scholarship)

Linda Nydam
John Poat

Robert & Gertrude Nydam
Samuel and Gail Visser

John Nyenhuis
Don and Doris Koopman

Herman Oosterman
Daniel E and Mary E Armistead
Cynthia Baker
Michael L and Annika B 

Bangma
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Shelley J Buma
Paul and Boots Buma
Kathy A Buurma
Kevin and Karen Conway
Gadoury Homes, LLC
Michelle Goodwin & Staff
Donald H and Doris Koopman
Leonard P and Pamela 

Krygsman
Jerome and Phyllis Kuik
Betty L Kuipers
Oscar and Henny Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Douglas and Kimberly Piquard
Carol Schaver
Paul and Bonnie Thiesing
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Stuart W and Deborah L 

VandenAkker

Sandra E Vander Baan
Carla A VanderBaan
Wanda VanderZee
Samuel and Gail Visser
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma
Arthur and Sandra A Wynja

Paul Recker
Carolyn Lavallee

Alice Rooker
Cynthia Baker
Richard Dorff
Betty L Kuipers
Mark and Susan Lanen
Ronald J and Roxie A Plantinga
Carol Schaver
Earl and Karen J Wielsma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Karyn Taylor
Theona Taylor

Robert Taylor
Theona Taylor

Trina Van Dyke
John and Bonnie Parker
William Van Dyke, Sr

George VandenAkker
Joanne E VandenAkker

Roland Vander Baan
Alexander J and Alexandra P 

Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Hein & Sadie Vander Baan
Shelley J Buma

James VanderBaan, Jr
Melissa VanderBaan

John & Agnes Vander Baan
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan

Richard VanderBrug
Willard L and Helen K Banning
Glen and Helena W Bloem
Donald H and Doris Koopman
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Harold O and Barbara L 

Plantinga
Brian and Thalia S Towle

Sarah VanDoorne
Willard L and Helen K Banning

Job Visbeek
Tillie Visbeek

Joe & Jennie Visser
Gary R and Judith A Guy

Frances Wassenar
Cynthia Baker
Harold and Judith Blaue
John H and Brenda A Bol
Bryan and Erika Johnson
Betty L Kuipers
David J and Dawn M Lefrancois
Steven N and Jackie L McKnight
Norman J and Gail A Mejeur
Dennis A and Jane E Neslusan
Marie-Rose M Pellegrino
Carol Schaver
Steven and Karen S Stinson
Brian and Thalia S Towle
Christopher and Laurie Vander 

Baan
Sandra E Vander Baan
Russ H and Geraldine F 

VanderBaan
Wanda VanderZee
Robert J and Jean L Wassenar 

Philip Wassenar
Steven and Karen S Stinson
Frances J Wassenar
Kenneth D and Carol E 

Wassenar

Paul Welsh
Carolyn Welsh

Henry & Hermina Wiegers
Calvin and Claudia Wiegers

Arthur Wiersma
MaryAnn Wiersma

Ethel & Harry Wiersma
Rian and Debra Harpie

Keith Wiersma
Bernard and Minnie Wiersma

Louis Wiersma
Brian and Thalia Towle

Jean Wynja
David and Kimberly Wynja



We are honored to place in the Top 3 
Best of Central Massachusetts Private 
Schools for 2020! We are grateful for all 
of our community members who voted 
and for the wonderfully encouraging 
feedback parents have provided 
during these extraordinary times. This 
recognition is truly a representation of 
the “in cooperation with their parents” 
aspect of our mission.
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