6th Grade Earth Science
Lina Avila
lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org
Mike Persenaire
mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org
Course Overview:

6th grade science will be a highly interactive course. Students will be engaged in learning
through hands on discovery and cooperative learning. Throughout the school year, students will
explore various aspects of Earth Science. We will be doing this through interactive labs that utilize
the scientific method, science processing skills and analysis of data. In addition, students will make
connections to technology, their community and the world through real world projects and writing
activities.
Academic Goals:
- For students to begin to analyze scientific data and develop their critical thinking skills
- For students to be able to write coherently about a scientific concept
- For students to become successful, independent notes takers
Grading Policy
1. Assessments- 40%
● Projects
● Tests
● Reports
2. Labs- 35%
3. Daily Work- 25%
● Homework
● Quizzes
● In class work
Course Outline:
Chapter 3: Minerals
Chapter 4: Rocks
Chapter 11: Earthquakes
Chapter 12: Volcanoes
Chapter 15: Atmosphere
Chapter 16: Weather

Resources:
Earth Science McGraw-Hill 2008

 hapter 18: Ocean Motion
C
Chapter 20-21: Our Impact
Chapter 23: Earth
Chapter 24: Planets
Chapter 25: Stars and Galaxies

Grade 6 ELA

Reader’s Workshop

Writer’s Workshop

Think about…
● Readers are writers, and writers are
readers.
● Reading is thinking!
“The man who does not read good books has no
advantage over the man who can’t read them.”
-Mark Twain

Think about…
● Writers are readers, and readers are
writers.
● Write well always!
“Either write things worth reading or do things
worth the writing.”
-Benjamin Franklin

Class Structure
Our goal is to develop a deeper love of reading
than you have had in the past.
Also, in the process of growing to love it more,
we want to become better readers.
We will have a novel based reading program
honing in on S IX main reading strategies. You
will set your own reading goals each quarter.
You will be choosing the majority of the books
you like and want to read. You will regularly
respond to your reading in a Reading Response
Journal. We will also have a “Book Clubs”
format.

Class Structure
Our goal is to develop a deeper love of writing
than you have had in the past.
Also, in the process of growing to love it more,
we want to become better writers.
We will have a writing “workshop” approach
using the S IX writing traits and the 5-Step
Writing Process in 6th grade. You will have
about four published pieces completed by the
end of the year in these three categories:
narrative, persuasive, and informative. Daily
grammar practice will be involved as well.

Grading...35%
Reading Responses
Reading Goals

Grading...35&
Writing Process (Effort)
Required Writing Pieces
DGP Quizzes

Vocabulary-Word of the Week and Greek/Latin Roots Quizzes 20%
Words are necessary both for reading and writing; therefore, we will learn a “Word of the Week”.
Also, we will have a basic introduction of the origin of words from Greek and Latin roots.
Preparedness & Participation 10%(i.e. assignments, participation in class and group work)

A Message of Ancient Days
History 6
2019 - 2020
Think about…as it relates to World Civilization...
● What does H
 IStory mean to you and me?
● What does “God is sovereign Lord, Creator, and Sustainer of All” mean to you and me?
● What does “History has a purpose, an end in view designed by God” mean to you and me?
● What does “History began in eternity” mean to you and me?
Class Structure
Our goal is to study…
● Geography
● Ancient Mesopotamia
● Ancient Egypt
● Ancient Greece
● Ancient Rome
● Middle Ages
***Textbook and Atlas in desk to share with both periods.

Grading
Tests/quizzes
Preparedness & Participation
*(Includes assignments)
Writing & Projects

40%
20% * Check system: + =100%, ✔ = 85%, ‒ = 70%, 0 = 0%
40%

Math 6 - Enriched
2019-2020

Mrs. Holgate period 1 Room 123
Curriculum
Big Ideas Math
Students will build a strong foundation of pre-algebra
skills including;
Ratios and Proportional Relationships, Fraction and Decimal Operations, Expressions &
Equations, Area, Surface Area, Volume and Probability.

Grading
Homework - 25%
Quizzes - 25%
Tests & Projects - 35%
Participation & Notebook Content checks - 15%
Students will have h
 omeworkeach night in order to practice the skills we learned that day.
Homework is expected to take between 25-35 minutes. I ask students to record how long
assignments take at the top of their homework. Homework will be posted in Renweb each day.
Students will be quizzed each week so we can keep close tabs on their progress and identify
problem areas quickly. In addition, we will have a testat the end of each chapter.
Students are encouraged to p
 articipatein class as it builds public speaking skills and keeps them
engaged in the learning process. Students are required to keep a detailed and organized notebook
for math class and they will be graded twice a term on their content and organization.

Goals for Students
~Master showing their work as instructed
~Grow in their ability to take class notes effectively
~Apply their math skills to solve everyday problems
~Build their confidence in solving word problems
~Learn how to use given tools to study for quizzes/tests

Contact Information
hholgate@whitinsvillechristian.org
Check out w
 ww.renweb.com for up to date homework assignments.

6th Grade Spanish 2019-2020
Dear parents,
Thank you for entrusting me to teach your child(ren) Spanish this year. It is truly a joy and a
blessing for me to watch students grow in their knowledge of another language and their
appreciation for other cultures that God has created.
6th Grade Spanish focuses on the following topics:
-Latin Americans in the United States
-Review of information covered in elementary school (numbers, days, colors, etc.)
-School/telling time
-Food/restaurants
-Characteristics and descriptions
Gradebook Categories:
-Participation and In-Class Work: 25%
-Homework: 25%
-Quizzes: 25%
-Projects: 25%
Please note that your child will receive one grace slip per semester. After they use their grace
slip, I will follow the Middle School late work policy. Homework will be communicated clearly
to your child, and will be posted both in class and online.
Supplies needed:
-Binder with tabs
-Pencil
-Device
Contacting me:
Please do not hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns. If you would like to find
additional resources for Spanish class, please see the document attached to my class
website under the WCS Go page or email me.
My email is: ndevries@whitinsvillechristian.org

GRADE 7 ELA
Mrs. Terry Ebbeling

GOAL: For students to be passionate, skilled, lifelong readers and
competent, creative writers in God’s kingdom.
CURRICULUM

DETAILS

GRADING

Reading Workshop
“Frequent, voluminous
reading is the key to
developing skilled,
passionate, habitual,
critical readers.”
(Nancie Atwell,
author of The Reading
Zone)

● Novel-based reading
program with quarterly
individual goals
● Book groups
● Literature selections from
Elements of Literature by
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

35%
● Reading responses
● Quarterly reading
goals
● Book talks (one per
semester)

Writing Workshop
Grammar
“Writing isn’t just for
poets; it’s for life.”
(Ruth Culham, author
of The Writing Thief)

● Writing Process: How writing
is generated
● Writing Traits: The nuts and
bolts of how writing works
● Writing Workshop: The
organization of the writing
classroom
● Writing Modes: The purposes
for writing (narrative,
persuasive, informative)

35%
● Required published
writing pieces
(1 or 2 writing pieces
required per quarter:
TBD)
● Daily Grammar
Practice (DGP)
quizzes
● Writing process
(effort)

Preparation/
Participation

● Assignments
● Participation

20%
● Assignments:
Reading/Writing
Workshop
● DGP homework
● Required: daily 20
minutes of reading
outside of class
● Participation:
questions/
comments in class

Vocabulary

● Word of the Week

10%
● Quarterly cumulative
tests

“Write well always!”
(Mrs. Ebbelling)

(over)

SUPPLIES:
● Binder with tabs and loose-leaf paper
● Writing Workshop folder (plastic folder with prongs)
● Book to read (needed every day)
CONTACT INFORMATION: tebbeling@whitinsvillechristian.org

“Reading is like breathing in,
and writing is like breathing
out.” (Pam Allyn, noted educational
writer and researcher)

Math 7

2019-2020
Mr Persenaire, Mrs Claggett &
Mrs Heather Holgate P
 eriod 3 Room 123
Curriculum
Math Course 2
Students will build a strong foundation of pre-algebra skills including; Variable Expressions,
Decimal & Fraction Operations, Scientific Notation, Statistics, Number Patterns, Inequalities,
Ratios, Proportions and Percents.

Grading
Homework - 25%
Quizzes - 25%
Tests & Projects - 35%
Participation & Notebook Content checks - 15%
Students will have h
 omeworkeach night in order to practice the skills we learned that day.
Homework is expected to take between 25-35 minutes. I ask students to record how long
assignments take at the top of their homework.
Homework will be posted in Renweb each day.
Students will be quizzedeach week so we can keep close tabs on their progress and identify
problem areas quickly. In addition, we will have a testat the end of each Chapter.
Students are encouraged to p
 articipatein class as it builds public speaking skills and keeps them
engaged in the learning process. Students are required to keep a detailed and organized notebook
for math class and they will be graded twice a term on their content and organization.

Goals for Students
~Build their confidence in math
~Master showing their work as instructed
~Grow in their ability to take class notes effectively
~Apply their math skills to solve everyday problems
~Build their confidence in solving word problems
~Learn how to use given tools to study for quizzes/tests

Contact Information
hholgate@whitinsvillechristian.org or call the office 508.234.8211
Check out w
 ww.renweb.com for up to date homework assignments.

7th Grade Spanish 2019-2020
Dear parents,
Thank you for entrusting me to teach your child(ren) Spanish this year. It is truly a joy and a
blessing for me to watch students grow in their knowledge of another language and their
appreciation for other cultures that God has created. 7th and 8th Grade Spanish both follow
“The Amazing Race”, in which each unit focuses on one country and a vocabulary theme.
7th Grade Spanish focuses on the following topics:
-Florida/Review of information covered in 6th Grade Spanish (numbers, days, colors, etc.)
-Mexico/In the Home
-Spain/In the City
-Costa Rica/Family and Celebrations
Gradebook Categories:
-Participation and In-Class Work: 25%
-Homework: 20%
-Quizzes: 25%
-Projects and Tests: 30%
Please note that your child will receive one grace slip per semester. After they use their grace
slip, I will follow the Middle School late work policy. Homework will be communicated clearly
to your child, and will be posted both in class and online.
Supplies needed:
-Binder with tabs
-Pencil
-Device
Contacting me:
Please do not hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns. If you would like to find
additional resources for Spanish class, please see the document attached to my class
website under the WCS Go page or email me.
My email is: ndevries@whitinsvillechristian.org

World Cultures (7th grade)
Dear Parent,
Thank you for the opportunity to teach your son or daughter this year! World Cultures is a study of
cultures around the world, interaction between humans and God’s creation, history, and the significant
impact of influential people in our lives today.
Topics of Study
● cultures around the world (people, stories, connections, stewardship)
o our culture
o Middle East
o Africa
o China
o Latin America
o Europe
o South Asia
● map skills and locations
Independent Work
Homework is assigned for three reasons: 1. studying facts, map locations etc. that are better
learned individually, 2. practice of skills, and 3. preparation for a discussion or activity the next class
period.
At various times in each quarter, students will have regular map quizzes they need to prepare for.
The preparation for these should be treated like homework: regular and necessary. We spend much time
working on how to prepare for these and I am always available to help when there is frustration or
questions on the part of the student.
Since homework is practice, I will give points based on completeness and following directions.
This means that every student can do well in assignment category regardless of ability; it’s about getting it
done well!
Assignment Policy
o Complete work will be given full credit with incomplete work earning an appropriate
variant
o If the student completes the assignment, but fails to reach the goal of the assignment due
to miscommunication, he/she may turn the assignment in the next day and the grade will
be raised appropriately (up to full credit)
o Students who don’t do the assignment will be given 50% credit if they turn in the
completed assignment the following school day
Quarterly Grades: This is approximate and may vary from quarter to quarter
35 % preparation and participation (assignments and participation)
35% tests/projects
30% quizzes
Communication
●
●
●

mdeweerd@whitinsvillechristian.org
assignment schedule and grades posted on FACTS (formerly RenWeb)
assignment materials and explanations usually on Google Classroom

8th
  Grade Bible : God’s plan for the church after the life of Christ
Dear parent(s),
We excited and challenged in teaching Bible this year to the 8th graders. 8th graders tend to be at crucial points in
their walk with God – either starting to consider what faith means, in the midst of making their family’s faith their
own personal faith, or already strongly rooted in faith. In the context of all of this, they have questions. God speaks
to us through his Word – answering many questions, but also not answering some questions. Our role as guides in
this curriculum is a weighty role – one not to take lightly. Consequently, we anticipate many good conversations
and a renewed look at what God’s Word means to us as citizens of the Kingdom of God.
Objectives:
● Students will identify God’s providence and grace in the transition from the old to new covenants, the
young church, the leaders who nurtured God’s people, and themselves
● Students will read the Bible – a lot
● Students will react to what they read and think about it in terms of factual knowledge, information that
affects their faith, or a challenge that requires them to act out their faith
● Students will be comfortable in asking questions regarding their faith, God’s word, and living that word out
● Students will practice personal and daily devotional time
Scope and Sequence: (dependent on our pace of study)
● The story of the church and its leaders from the first century AD to the modern era
● consistent connections drawn between modern congregations and older traditions
Independent Work:
● Each class period begins with ten minutes of students reading a part of the Bible or their own devotional
book in a time of personal devotions
● Students will have other assignments, projects and assessments
● Homework policy:
o assignments should be done independently (unless other directions are given)
o if the assignment is not completed when due, 50% will be given if it is shown to a teacher then
next day (full credit given if absence is due to illness)
Quarterly grades: (this is approximate and may vary)
50%: preparation and participation (assignments and classroom participation), 50%: assessments (test,
quizzes, projects)
Communication:
● mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org
● scook@whitinsvillechristian.org
● mdeweerd@whitinsvillechristian.org
● assignment schedule and grades posted on FACTS (formerly RenWeb)
● assignment materials and explanations usually on Google Classroom
Mark DeWeerd, Sam Cook and Mike Persenaire

GRADE 8 ELA
Mrs. Terry Ebbeling

GOAL: For students to be passionate, skilled, lifelong readers and
competent, creative writers in God’s kingdom.
CURRICULUM

DETAILS

GRADING

Reading Workshop
“Frequent, voluminous
reading is the key to
developing skilled,
passionate, habitual,
critical readers.”
(Nancie Atwell,
author of The Reading
Zone)

● Novel-based reading
program with quarterly
individual goals
● Book groups
● Literature selections from
Elements of Literature by
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

35%
● Reading responses
● Quarterly reading
goals
● Book talks (one per
semester)

Writing Workshop
Grammar
“Writing isn’t just for
poets; it’s for life.”
(Ruth Culham, author
of The Writing Thief)

● Writing Process: How writing
is generated
● Writing Traits: The nuts and
bolts of how writing works
● Writing Workshop: The
organization of the writing
classroom
● Writing Modes: The purposes
for writing (narrative,
persuasive, informative)

35%
● Required published
writing pieces
(1 or 2 writing pieces
required per quarter:
TBD)
● Daily Grammar
Practice (DGP)
quizzes
● Writing process
(effort)

Preparation/
Participation

● Assignments
● Participation

20%
● Assignments:
Reading/Writing
Workshop
● DGP homework
● Required: daily 20
minutes of reading
outside of class
● Participation:
questions/
comments in class

Vocabulary

● Word of the Week

10%
● Quarterly cumulative
tests

“Write well always!”
(Mrs. Ebbelling)

(over)

SUPPLIES:
● Binder with tabs and loose-leaf paper
● Writing Workshop folder (plastic folder with prongs)
● Book to read (needed every day)
CONTACT INFORMATION: tebbeling@whitinsvillechristian.org

“Reading is like breathing in,
and writing is like breathing
out.” (Pam Allyn, noted educational
writer and researcher)

8th grade American History
Dear parent(s),
Thank you for the opportunity to teach your son or daughter this year! I love history and think it crucial that today’s students
learn about our nation’s heritage and how God has worked his plans throughout all history. I also value the subject of History because
of its potential as a “platform” from which to teach young adults how to think. Through history, we will focus on moving from the
memorization of facts to the ability to analyze information, predict the future using the past, and form arguments. For some students,
this is a fairly smooth transition, for others it is more challenging. I will encourage them to engage their abilities no matter what level
they are at.
Possible Topics of Study
● Story in American Folklore
● Common life of the mid-1700s
● American Revolution
● Constitutional foundations
● Living in Community (civic engagement)
o local communities
o Massachusetts
o God’s Kingdom on Earth
● First Industrial Revolution
● War of 1812
● Themes of 1800s
o transportation
o invention
o women’s rights
o etc.
● Expansion and slavery
Skills Developed
● Applying concept of “perspective”
● Supporting argument with evidence
● MLA formatting
● Hierarchy of information
● Evaluating sources
● Identifying primary/ secondary sources
● Public speaking
● Foundations of research
● Public speaking
● Identifying themes in events both in the past and now
Grading (this is approximate and may vary)
Assessment (tests, quizzes, projects): 50%, Participation/Preparation (class participation and assignments): 50%
Assignment Policy
o Complete work will be given full credit with incomplete work earning an appropriate variant
o If the student completes the assignment, but fails to reach the goal of the assignment due to miscommunication,
he/she may turn the assignment in the next day and the grade will be raised appropriately (up to full credit)
o Students who don’t do the assignment will be given 50% credit if they turn in the completed assignment the
following school day
Field Trips
This year will include the annual trip to Concord, MA. Students earn their way on this trip by showing their commitment to
the material through a demonstration of learning. (This process does not exclude those who struggle with quizzes etc. but still try their
best.)
Communication
● mdeweerd@whitinsvillechristian.org
● assignment schedule and grades posted on FACTS (formerly RenWeb)
● assignment materials and explanations usually on Google Classroom

Math 8 - Algebra I

2019-2020
Mrs. Holgate 3rd period Room 123

Curriculum
Algebra I ~Students will build a strong Algebra foundation
covering the following skills; Expressions & Equations, Linear
Functions, Polynomials & Nonlinear Functions, Radical &
Rational Functions, Statistics & Probability.

Assessment
Homework - 25%
Quizzes - 25%
Tests & Projects - 35%
Participation & Notebook Content checks - 15%
Students will have h
 omeworkeach night in order to practice the skills we learned that day. Homework is
expected to take between 25-35 minutes. I ask students to record how long assignments take at the top of
their homework. Homework will be posted in Renweb each day.
Students will be q
 uizzedmost weeks so we can keep close tabs on their progress and identify problem areas
quickly. Quizzes will include “Notes Quizzes”. In addition, we will have a testat the end of each chapter.
Students are encouraged to participatein class as it builds critical skills and keeps them engaged in the
learning process. Students are required to keep a detailed and organized notebook for Algebra 1 and they will
be graded twice a term on their content and organization.
MathBOOST will be offered on Tuesday & Thursday from 2:50-3:30 pm in room 123 for extra help on
homework and study help for quizzes and tests.

Goals for Students
~Build a strong Algebra foundation that will equip them for upper level high school math
~Master showing their work as instructed
~Grow in their ability to take class notes effectively
~Grow in their ability to move at a faster pace; grasp and apply new concepts quickly
~Apply their math skills to solve everyday problems
~Learn how to use given tools to study for quizzes/tests

Contact Information
hholgate@whitinsvillechristian.org
Check out w
 ww.renweb.com for up to date homework assignments.

Course Overview:

8th Grade Physical Science
Lina Avila: lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org
Mike Persenaire: mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org

8th grade science will be a highly interactive course. Students will be engaged in learning
through hands on discovery and cooperative learning. Throughout the school year, students will
explore various aspects of Physical Science. We will be doing this through interactive labs that utilize
the scientific method, science processing skills and analysis of data. In addition, students will make
connections to technology, their community and the world through real world projects and writing
activities.
Academic Goals:
- For students to begin to analyze scientific data and develop their critical thinking skills
- For students to be able to write coherently about a scientific concept
- For students to become successful, independent notes takers
Grading Policy
1. Assessments- 40%
● Projects
● Tests

2. Labs- 35%
3. Daily Work- 25%
● Homework
● Quizzes
● In class work

Course Outline:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What is Science?
Scientific Method
Measurement
SI Prefixes and
Dimensional Analysis
Types of Graphs
Motion
Acceleration
Motion and Forces

● Newton’s 2nd Law of
Motion
● Gravity
● Friction
● Falling objects/
non-free fall motion
● Projectile Motion
● Circular Motion
● Satellite Motion

Resources:
McGrawHill Physical Science
Texas Instruments: Science Nspired
Wendy Groot, Whitinsville Christian High School

●
●
●
●
●

Rollercoasters
Newton’s 3rd Law
Momentum
Nature of energy
Kinetic, Gravitational
Potential, and
mechanical energy
● Elastic Energy
● Work

8th Grade Spanish 2019-2020
Dear parents,
Thank you for entrusting me to teach your child(ren) Spanish this year. It is truly a joy and a
blessing for me to watch students grow in their knowledge of another language and their
appreciation for other cultures that God has created. 7th and 8th Grade Spanish both follow
“The Amazing Race”, in which each unit focuses on one country and a vocabulary theme.
8th Grade Spanish focuses on the following topics:
-Review of information covered in 7th grade (interrogative questions, numbers, colors, etc.)
-Ecuador/Food
-Paraguay/Social Justice/Clothing
-Argentina/Hobbies and Activities
-Dominican Republic/Travel
Gradebook Categories:
-Participation and In-Class Work: 25%
-Homework: 20%
-Quizzes: 25%
-Projects and Tests: 30%
Please note that your child will receive one grace slip per semester. After they use their grace
slip, I will follow the Middle School late work policy. Homework will be communicated clearly
to your child, and will be posted both in class and online.
Supplies needed:
-Binder with tabs
-Pencil
-Device
Contacting me:
Please do not hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns. If you would like to find
additional resources for Spanish class, please see the document attached to my class
website under the WCS Go page or email me.
My email is: ndevries@whitinsvillechristian.org

