
Mrs. Shannon  
6th GRADE ART 

2018-2019 
CLASS SUMMARY:  
 
This year in art class we will be working with a broad variety of art materials. The class 
will focus on improving the skills you have as well as learning new ones. We will explore 
many types of art making as well as looking at the work of artists to give us inspiration. 
The class will touch on drawing composition, color theory, and the principles and elements 
of design. This year we will be working with sculpture, ceramics, still life drawing, collage, 
and oil pastels 
__________________________________________________________________ 
MATERIALS NEEDED:  
- a pencil set 
- an eraser 
- a sketchbook (optional)  
- a folder or binder for handouts 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
GOALS FOR THE CLASS: 
To appreciate God as the ultimate Creator 
- We will never be able to create anything as beautiful or as perfect as God has. 
Once we practice being creative ourselves it is easier to appreciate the world around us. 
To draw out and challenge your creativity  
- Part of my responsibility as your teacher is to facilitate a place that will mentally 
and physically challenge your creativity, whether that influence is coming directly from 
me or from those around you. Use the brain God gave you to be a creative thinker and 
to challenge yourself in your artwork. 
To encourage an appreciation of the arts 
- Art classes are not meant to just make you a better artist, but for you to 
recognize and appreciate the work of other artists.  



-  
To  help you become a more independent learner 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: RESPECT 
Teacher… Be attentive when I’m talking or demonstrating. Come to class prepared and 
on time. 
Classmates… Be helpful. Offer encouragement and constructive criticism. *Though you 
are allowed to talk quietly while you are working, the art room is NOT a place for 
gossiping or complaining about other classmates and teachers. 
Classroom… Treat materials as if you have bought them with your own money.  Make 
sure not to be wasteful or careless, cleaning up properly.  We DO NOT have an endless 
supply of materials.  Always think before you do! 
Yourself…  Give your best effort and take ownership of your work and education. 
 
GRADES:  
75% Classwork…  This includes all the projects assigned to be worked on in class. I 
will give you a rubric for each assignment that will be used to give you your grade. 
 
10% Overall Class Participation and Effort…  Every week I will keep a record of your 
overall class participation and effort. This includes doing your own work and being part 
of discussions and critiques. You will be assigned a grade between 6 and 10.  

6-7 Very little effort and overall work pattern, poor use of class time, incomplete 
projects 
8-9 Fair to Good use of class time, still not working to full potential, completed 
projects 
10- 100% effort, excellent use of class time, always doing your best 

  At the end of each grading period I will take the average and that will account for 10% 
of your grade for that term.  This number will reflect your motivation, perseverance, and 



desire for your art projects as well as your attitude, effort, use of time, and behavior 
during class. 
 
15% Homework and Sketchbook Assignments…Homework is usually given to help 
you prepare for class projects.  I expect it to be done to the best of your ability.  Don’t 
give me excuses.  It is at my discretion whether or not the homework can be made up. 
Keep it simple and do your work on time. 
-  *All late work is deducted by 5 points a day unless you have permission from 

me to hand it in late* 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*If you have any questions always ask me… unless it is about directions you were not 
paying attention to. 
*You are all responsible for keeping track of your own work.  Do not leave artwork or 
anything else around the art room.  I play Tetris already with the space I have and I 
simply don’t have room for any more disorganization than what already exists 
*You are all responsible for missed assignments and handing your work in on time.  I 
will not chase you.  If I don’t have the work, I cannot grade it and therefore, you will 
receive a zero… better late than never. 
 
 
My biggest expectation is that you will give it your all.  The process by which you 
create your artwork is just as important as the finished product itself.  Enjoy the 

opportunity you have to create and have fun. 
 



 

6th Grade Earth Science 
Lina Avila 

lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org 
Mike Persenaire  

mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org  
Course Overview: 

6th grade science will be a highly interactive course.  Students will be engaged in learning 
through hands on discovery and cooperative learning.  Throughout the school year, students will 
explore various aspects of Earth Science.  We will be doing this through interactive labs that utilize 
the scientific method, science processing skills and analysis of data.  In addition, students will make 
connections to technology, their community and the world through real world projects and writing 
activities.  
 

Academic Goals: 
- For students to begin to analyze scientific data and develop their critical thinking skills 
- For students to be able to write coherently about a scientific concept 
- For students to become successful, independent notes takers 

 

Grading Policy 
1. Assessments- 40% 

● Projects 
● Tests 
● Reports 

 

2. Labs- 30% 
 

3. Daily Work- 30% 
● Homework 
● Quizzes 
● In class work 

 
Course Outline: 

           Chapter 3: Minerals 
Chapter 4: Rocks 
Chapter 11: Earthquakes 
Chapter 12: Volcanoes 

           Chapter 15: Atmosphere 
Chapter 16: Weather 

            Chapter 18: Ocean Motion 
Chapter 20-21: Our Impact 
Chapter 23: Earth 
Chapter 24: Planets 
Chapter 25: Stars and Galaxies 

 
Resources:  

Earth Science McGraw-Hill 2008 

mailto:lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org
mailto:mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org


 

Math- 6th Grade 
Miss Avila 

lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org 
 
Class Overview: 

This 6th Grade Math class is smaller in size (12 students); which gives myself and Mrs. Claggett (SAS) 

a great opportunity to make math concepts attainable to each one of these students.  Having the small 

ratios gives each student a greater opportunity to reach success.   We will provide them learning strategies 

in order to become more organized and prepared for the next step in their education.  There will be times 

for 1:1 instruction as well as small group discussions.  Instruction will be personalized and geared towards the 

student’s learning strengths.   

 

Curriculum: 
1. Numerical Expressions and Factors   

2. Fractions and Decimals  

3. Algebraic Expressions and Properties  

4. Areas of Polygons  

5. Ratios and Rates 

6. Integers and the Coordinate Plane 

7. Equations and Inequalities 

8. Data Analysis and Displays 

Grading: 
    Notes: 10% 

- Following along in class  

- Composition Books 

- Note Quizzes 

    Homework 20% 

- Can expect every night 

- 10 points per assignment 

     Quizzes: 30% 

- Quizzes over each section/ lessons 

     Tests: 40% 

- End of each chapter 

 

Late Policy:  

- 1 day late: 25% off 

- 2 days late: 50% off 

- 3 days late: take what you have, or ZERO 

Resources: 

Big Ideas Math: CC; Green Book online book:  www.bigideasmath.com 

 

   
 

http://www.bigideasmath.com/


Ms. Miller’s 
Sixth Grade 
Overview 

2018-2019 
“Unite”  

 

 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.” 

Ephesians 4:3 
 



Welcome to Sixth Grade! I trust you all had a great and refreshing summer! I am SO excited to 
begin this school year with all of you.  It is a pleasure and privilege to partner with you to 
nurture the academic. spiritual, personal, social, create and physical development of your 
student for Christ-like service in God’s World.  

I am Jennifer Miller and have recently moved back to New England. I grew up in Connecticut, 
and the Lord has divinely orchestrated my relocation here in Massachusetts after  being away 
for 32 years. It’s thrilling to see how He has directed my path to WCS. My life verse is 2 
Corinthians 5:9a…”So we make our goal to please Him…”. How could we really go wrong when 
we strive to please Him in all that we do, say, and think?!  I look forward to seeing how the 
Lord will grow us this year. I can’t wait to personally meet you... hopefully, at “Back to 
School” Night on Tuesday, September 11th from 7-9 p.m.! 

 

WCS Middle School Pledge: 

Each year at the annual Camp Sentinel MS Retreat, students will create a pledge for the school 
year. Last year’s was “Be Christ-like, Be Loyal, Be Brave...Love God, Love Others, Love 
Learning”. Under each of these three, there were specific details. Just wanted to give you a 
heads-up that your student will have a new one for this 2018-2019 school year after our retreat 
on September 6 & 7….a terrific platform for dinner conversation at home.  

Schedule Example: 

Regular NON Block Weeks: (M-F) 

7:00-7:45 Preparation for the Day!   (Arrival, Locker, etc)  
7:50-8:34 Period 1 
8:39-9:23 Period 2 
9:28-10:12 Period 3 
10:17-11:01 Period 4 
11:06-11:47 Period 5 
11:47-12:18 Lunch/Recess 
12:21-1:02 Period 6 
1:07-1:51 Period 7 
1:56-2:40 Period 8 
 
Block Weeks: 
 
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 
7:00-7:45 Preparation for the Day!   (Arrival, Locker, etc)  
7:50-8:34 Period 1 
8:39-9:23 Period 2 
9:28-10:12 Period 3 
10:17-11:01 Period 4 



11:06-11:47 Period 5 
11:47-12:18 Lunch/Recess 
12:21-1:02 Period 6 
1:07-1:51 Period 7 
1:56-2:40 Period 8 
 
 
Wednesday & Thursday-Block Week Sample 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday A/B 
Periods 1-8 
 

Periods 1-8  P1-7:50-9:12 
P2-9:17-10:39 
Block A-10:42-11:12 
Lunch-11:12-11:4
6  
P3-11:51-1:13 
P4-1:18-2:40 
 

P5-7:50-9:12 
P6-9:17-10:39 
Block B-10:42-11:12 
Lunch-11:12-11:4
6 
P7-11:51-1:13 
P8-1:18-2:40 

Periods 1-8 

 
Lockers: 
All students have been assigned a locker.   Students should keep these neat and orderly. We 
will have periodic “spot checks & spring cleaning” times. They may have a lock, but it is not 
necessary. Students are asked to keep all locker decorations inside their lockers.  
 
Cell Phones:    
As soon as students enter the building, cell phones should be off and stored in backpacks 
throughout the entire  school day. If a student violates this policy, cell phones will be stored in 
the office and may be retrieved at the end of the school day.  
 
Grading Scale: 
 
A+ 100-98 C 74-76 
A 95-97 C- 70-73 
A- 90-94 D+ 67-69 
B+ 87-89 D 64-66 
B 84-86 D- 60-63 
B- 80-83 F 0-59 
C+ 77-79 
Late Homework Policy: 
First Day Late– 25% off 
Second day – 50% off 
***Don’t be surprised if I ask for you to turn in a late assignment on the 2nd day with what you 
have already completed...because some graded work is better than an “0”. 
Third day – Zero 
 
Books, Devices, Supplies, Agendas- (...Oh my! :0) 



Students are responsible to bring their books, devices, supplies, & agendas to every class. 
Each teacher has homework posted on the board that students are instructed to write down. 
Supplies and agendas help students maintain organization and a sense of ownership over their 
work.   We encourage parents to keep their children accountable for their agenda, but not to 
do the work for them. 
 
Communication : 

● jmiller@whitinsvillechristian.org  
 
Communication is key to a successful school year! It is vitally important that the educational 
process be a team effort among student, teachers, and parents. You are more than welcome to 
call the school office at any time for an immediate response. However, do not hesitate to 
contact me/us with any concerns/questions that you may have throughout the school 
day/year. Since my primary task and focus is teaching, please allow 24 hours to respond to 
your email. It is such an amazing support here at school to keep us informed.  Also, in order to 
communicate effectively and efficiently during the school day, please notify the office of 
things you wish to communicate to your child during the school day.   The office will notify 
teachers or students with that pertinent information. 

Discipline System: 

This discipline system is designed in such a way that 90% of it is positive reinforcement. This 
truly does motivate students to make right choices. The system’s other 10% is redemptive 
discipline with the end goal of restoration and reconciliation. Each day students start with a 
“clean slate”. Our desire is that whatever happened on that day would be dealt with 
immediately, resolved, and not brought up again. However, some consequences are longer 
lasting and vary in degree depending on the nature of the committed offense. 

Merits and Demerits- 

Right choices earn merits which contribute to team points. (Go GREEN Team! :0)  Demerits are 
earned when the WCMS Pledge is broken and/or poor choices are made. They, however, don’t 
count against team points. An email notification will be sent to you when your child earns a 
merit and/or demerit.  

Detentions 

For every 3 demerits a student earns, he/she will serve a detention on Tuesdays at 7a.m. They 
will always be recorded in RenWeb1 for you to review. A WCMS Broken Pledge Consequence 
Sheet will also be sent home for you to review, sign, and return it.  

S.T.A.R 

● Sit up! 
● Track the speaker. 
● Ask & answer questions like a scholar. 

mailto:jmiller@whitinsvillechristian.org


● Respect those around you. 
 
 
RenWeb1: 
RenWeb1 is our main Middle School form of communicating what we have planned in our 
classrooms.   Your child’s grades as well as class work will all be on RenWeb1 as well.   We 
encourage you to regularly check your child’s progress in RenWeb1.   

A parent’s guide to monitoring student progress in RenWeb1–  
Look at weekly plan on RenWeb1 and discuss plans/progress. (i.e. successes, missing work, etc.) 
Look at the grade information on gradebook.  Have your child pull it up and have your child  
show it to you.   This is a small technique to put ownership in the student’s court. 

 
Google Classroom: 
Each student should have received their WCS email address and logged in today. If they didn’t have 
their chromebook today, they should have a little white piece of paper with their login information. 
Google email and classroom will be the two main tools to get assignments and classwork. Students 
should feel free to email me with any questions and/or get missed work via their WCS Gmail account. 
 
Dress Code: 
The expectations are very simple: modesty and appropriateness. Some popular fashion trends 
would not find into these two categories, so wise choices are important.  The MS/HS is 
different than Elementary. The basics are pants, jeans, non-athletic shorts, skirts/dresses with 
shirts and tops. No yoga pants/leggings without a long tunic and athletic shorts are 
permissible. For more specific details, see our WCS Guidebook (p.57)  on the WCS website 
where the WCS Guidebook is located. 
 
Tardies: 
Students need to be in their homeroom seat prepared and ready by 7:50.   Students may begin 
to arrive beginning at 7:00 a.m. to prepare for their day. Starting the school day late really does 
impact the student. Students are allowed four tardies to 1st Period only without consequence. 
A detention will be served for every fifth tardy for first period classes.  For Periods 2-8, 
students are allowed 2 tardies per quarter without consequence. Then, a detention will be 
served for every third tardy. Thank you for your support to assure all students arrive in a 
timely manner! 
 
“Working “ Snack/Water: 
During Period 3 (9:28-10:12) or around 10a.m. for Block Weeks, we suggest you send a 
nutritious snack with your child each day.  Please follow the guidelines listed below to assure 
nutrition and eliminate messy clean-up: 

● Snacks must be healthy.  We have found that, in addition to fruit, students need 
carbs and protein.   Cookies, candy, and other sweets are discouraged.  Keep the 
snack simple as they will not have time to assemble something elaborate.   

● Only water is permitted to drink in the classrooms.  We encourage you to send a 
water bottle with your child that they may carry with them throughout the day. 

 



 
 
MS Retreat: 
This is a required overnight trip for our entire Middle School boys and girls to Camp Sentinel in New 
Hampshire.  The dates this year will be September 6 & 7. This is a fabulous time away from school to 
build a MS culture that will UNITE us together in our faith in Jesus. 
 
Electronic 1:1 Devices: 
Beginning in MS, each student is required to have a Chromebook. Each student should have his/her 
device fully charged at the beginning of the day. If it’s not, he/she will go get a “loaner” from the 
library. After 10 “free” loaners, students will be charged for the use of a loaner. This is a super exciting 
educational tool. The general guidelines in class are: “Red”..Keep computer closed, “Yellow”...Login, 
then put screen low for sleep mode, “Green”...Login and get started! Usage of these devices are only 
permitted in class. Devices are not allowed  outside of class including halls and bathrooms. Devices are 
an educational tool under the supervision of the classroom teacher. 
 
Troubleshooting to develop Student Independence: 
Students will be given a list of “troubleshooting” categories posted in their agendas. This is a 
fantastic tool to help foster problem solving before asking someone (i.e. teacher) to fix a 
challenge when it arises. We are confident this will mature each student’s independence as 
well as encourage them to become their own learning advocate.  
 
I know I have thrown a lot at you in this packet of information. Please be sure to thoroughly 
read it, and my plan is to clarify many of these items on our “Back to School”  Night on 
Tuesday, September 11 from 7-9 p.m. But, of course, feel free to shoot me an email sooner if 
you have a question because I’d be happy to answer it.  I anticipate incredible things the Lord 
will do in and through us all this year.  
 
Working and united together, 
 

Ms. Jennifer Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6th Grade Spanish 2018-2019 
Ms. Nicole De Vries 

  
 
I. Curriculum 

-This year we will be focusing on a number of topics, including 
basic conversation skills, words related to school, how to tell time, 
descriptions, conjugating verbs, clothing vocabulary, food vocabulary, 
family vocabulary, sports, and different traditions around the world. We 
will learn about different cultures throughout the year as well! 

 
II. Grading  

-Participation and In-Class Work: 20% 
-Homework: 25% 
-Quizzes and smaller projects: 25% 
-Tests and larger projects: 30% 

•Late work policy: each student will receive 1 grace slip per semester to 
use on homework assignments. After they use the grace slip, if an 
assignment is turned in late, they will start to lose points. 1st day late = 
75% maximum grade; 2nd day late = 50% maximum grade; 3rd day late = 
0.  
 
 
III. Goals 

● For students to grow in their understanding of God and his diverse 
world 

● For students to learn how to love their neighbors as themselves: to 
expand their worldviews and appreciate different cultures 

● For students to become better listeners, speakers, readers, writers, 
and thinkers through the Spanish language 

 
 
 
 
 
Contact info: ndevries@whitinsvillechristian.org 
 



Mrs. Shannon  
7th GRADE ART 

2018-2019 
CLASS SUMMARY:  

This year in art class we will be doing a very broad survey of art through history from Prehistoric Art. 

Egyptian Art  to the 20 th Century Modern Art. We study key pieces of art in each period, what else was 

happening at that time, and how each period evolved into the next. In the process we will be working with 

sculpture, ceramics, still life drawing, collage, mosaic tiles, and oil pastels 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
MATERIALS NEEDED:  
-          a pencil  
- an eraser 
- a sketchbook 
- a folder or binder for handouts 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
GOALS FOR THE CLASS: 
To appreciate God as the ultimate Creator 
- We will never be able to create anything as beautiful or as perfect as God has. 
Once we practice being creative ourselves it is easier to appreciate the world around us. 
To draw out and challenge your creativity  
- Part of my responsibility as your teacher is to facilitate a place that will mentally 
and physically challenge your creativity, whether that influence is coming directly from 
me or from those around you. Use the brain God gave you to be a creative thinker and 
to challenge yourself in your artwork. 
To encourage an appreciation of the arts 
- Art classes are not meant to just make you a better artist, but for you to 
recognize and appreciate the work of other artists.  

-  
To  help you become a more independent learner 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: RESPECT 
Teacher… Be attentive when I’m talking or demonstrating. Come to class prepared and 
on time. 
Classmates… Be helpful. Offer encouragement and constructive criticism. *Though you 
are allowed to talk quietly while you are working, the art room is NOT a place for 
gossiping or complaining about other classmates and teachers. 
Classroom… Treat materials as if you have bought them with your own money.  Make 
sure not to be wasteful or careless, cleaning up properly.  We DO NOT have an endless 
supply of materials.  Always think before you do! 
Yourself…  Give your best effort and take ownership of your work and education. 
 
GRADES:  
75% Classwork…  This includes all the projects assigned to be worked on in class. I 
will give you a rubric for each assignment that will be used to give you your grade. 
 
10% Overall Class Participation and Effort…  Every week I will keep a record of your 
overall class participation and effort. This includes doing your own work and being part 
of discussions and critiques. You will be assigned a grade between 6 and 10.  
6-7  Very little effort and overall work pattern, poor use of class time, incomplete projects 
8-9 Fair to Good use of class time, still not working to full potential, completed projects 
10-  100% effort, excellent use of class time, always doing your best 
  At the end of each grading period I will take the average and that will account for 10% 
of your grade for that term.  This number will reflect your motivation, perseverance, and 
desire for your art projects as well as your attitude, effort, use of time, and behavior 
during class. 
 
15% Homework and Sketchbook Assignments…Homework is usually given to help 
you prepare for class projects.  I expect it to be done to the best of your ability.  Don’t 
give me excuses.  It is at my discretion whether or not the homework can be made up. 
Keep it simple and do your work on time. 
-  *All late work is deducted by 5 points a day unless you have permission from 

me to hand it in late* 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*If you have any questions always ask me… unless it is about directions you were not 
paying attention to. 
*You are all responsible for keeping track of your own work.  Do not leave artwork or 
anything else around the art room.  I play Tetris already with the space I have and I 
simply don’t have room for any more disorganization than what already exists 
*You are all responsible for missed assignments and handing your work in on time.  I 
will not chase you.  If I don’t have the work, I cannot grade it and therefore, you will 
receive a zero… better late than never. 



 
 
My biggest expectation is that you will give it your all.  The process by which you 
create your artwork is just as important as the finished product itself.  Enjoy the 

opportunity you have to create and have fun. 
 



 
English Language Arts: Grade 7 

Mrs. Terry Ebbeling 
 
 

I. Curriculum 
A. Reading Workshop (Goal: 30 books) 
B. Writing Workshop (Required for portfolio: minimum of 8 pieces) 
C. Grammar (parts of speech/writing conventions) 
D. Vocabulary (Word of the Week) 
E. Novel study (novel TBD) 
F. Book Groups (small-group book discussions) 
G. Selections from Elements of Literature, First Course (Holt, Rinehart, and 

            Winston) 
  
 
II. Grading  

A. Reading Workshop: 25% (based on weekly Reading Records, reading goals, 
              reading time in class, reading logs, 30-book sheets,  and student book talks) 

B. Writing Workshop: 25% (evaluation at the end of each quarter for  
    revising and editing, effort, use of time,  and output/final portfolio) 
C. Assignments: 25% 
D. Tests/Quizzes: 25% 
 

 
 III. Goals 

A. For students to become discerning Christian readers—responding to  
    all literature through the lens of a child of God 
B. For students to develop a love of reading  
C. For students to become confident writers  
D. For students to master the parts of speech and the conventions of the 
     English language, and to use them properly in both speech and writing 
E. For students to expand their vocabulary through their reading 

 
 
  IV. Contact Information: tebbeling@whitinsvillechristian.org 

 
 



Whitinsville Christian School 
Grade 7 Science 

Mr. Persenaire & Miss Avila 
 

Course Overview 
7th-grade science will be a highly interactive course.  Students will be engaged in 

learning through hands on discovery and cooperative learning.  Throughout the school 
year, students will explore various aspects of life science.  We will be doing this through 
interactive labs that utilize the scientific method, science processing skills and analysis 
of data.  In addition, students will make connections to technology, their community and 
the world through real world projects and writing activities 
 
Course Outline 

● Scientific Method 
● The Metric System 
● Life: Structure and Function 
● Animals 
● Bacteria/ Protists/ Fungus 
● Plants 
● Interactions of Life 

 
Grading Policy 
1. Assessments- 40% 

● Projects 
● Tests 
● Reports 

 
2. Labs- 35% 
 
3. Daily Work- 25% 

● Homework 
● Quizzes 
● In class work 

 
Resources 

● Life Science McGraw-Hill 2012 
● connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

 



 

Math- 7th Grade 
Miss Avila 

lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org  
 
Class Overview: 

This 7th Grade Math class is smaller in size (11 students), which gives me an opportunity to make 

math concepts attainable to each one of these students.  Having the small ratios gives each student a 

greater opportunity to reach success.   I will provide them learning strategies in order to stay organized and 

prepared for the next step in their education. Instruction will be differentiated and geared towards the 

different learning strengths each kid has.   

 

Curriculum: 
1. Adding and Subtracting Rational Numbers 

2. Multiplying and Dividing Rational Numbers 

3. Expressions/ Properties 

4. Equations and Inequalities 

5. Ratios and Proportions 

6. Percents 

7. Probability 

8. Statistics 

9. Geometric Shapes and Angles 

10. Surface Area and Volume 

Grading: 
    Notes: 10% 

- Following along in class  

- Composition Books 

- Note Quizzes 

    Homework 20% 

- Can expect every night 

- 10 points per assignment 

     Quizzes: 30% 

- Quizzes over each section/ lessons 

     Tests: 40% 

- End of each chapter 

 

Late Policy:  

- 1 day late: 50% off 

- 2 days late: take what you have, or ZERO 

 

Resources: 

Big Ideas Math: Modeling Real Life; Red Book 

Online Book:  www.bigideasmath.com 

 

   
 

mailto:lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org
http://www.bigideasmath.com/


 
7th Grade Spanish 2018-2019 

Ms. Nicole De Vries 
  
 
I. Curriculum 

•The Amazing Race: “visiting” different Spanish-speaking countries, 
learning about other cultures and new vocabulary 

 
 
II. Grading  

-Participation and In-Class Work: 20% 
-Homework: 25% 
-Quizzes and smaller projects: 25% 
-Tests and larger projects: 30% 

•Late work policy: each student will receive 1 grace slip per semester to 
use on homework assignments. After they use the grace slip, if an 
assignment is turned in late, they will start to lose points. 1st day late = 
50% maximum grade; 2nd day late = 0.  
 
 
III. Goals 
 

● For students to grow in their understanding of God and his diverse 
world 

● For students to learn how to love their neighbors as themselves: to 
expand their worldviews and appreciate different cultures 

● For students to become better listeners, speakers, readers, writers, 
and thinkers through the Spanish language 

 
 
Contact info: ndevries@whitinsvillechristian.org 
 



World Cultures (7th grade) 
Dear Parent, 
Thank you for the opportunity to teach your son or daughter this year!  World Cultures is a study of 
cultures around the world, interaction between humans and God’s creation, history, and the significant 
impact of influential people on our lives today. 
Objectives 

Students will be able to: 
1. understand how people have interacted with land and each other throughout time 
2. connect the study of history to geography 
3. construct a Christian’s response to issues in culture like land use, colonization, and 

stereotyping of other cultures  
4. use map skills to read, interpret, and produce maps  

Topics of Study 
● map skills 
● our culture 
● world cultures  

o Middle East 
o Africa,  
o South Asia 
o Latin America 
o Europe 
o Asia 

Independent Work 
Homework is assigned for three reasons: studying facts, map locations etc. that are better learned 

individually, practice of skills, or preparation for a discussion or activity the next class period. 
At various times in each quarter, students will have regular map quizzes they need to prepare for. 

The preparation for these should be treated like homework: regular and necessary.  We spend much time 
working on how to prepare for these and I am always available to help when there is frustration or 
questions on the part of the student.  

Since homework is practice, I will give points based on completeness and following directions. 
This means that every student can do well in assignment category regardless of ability; it’s about getting it 
done well!  
Assignment Policy 

o Complete work will be given full credit with incomplete work earning an appropriate 
variant 

o If the student completes the assignment, but fails to reach to goal of the assignment due to 
miscommunication, he/she may turn the assignment in the next day and the grade will be 
raised appropriately (up to full credit) 

o Students who don’t do the assignment will be given 50% credit if they turn in the 
completed assignment the following school day 

Quarterly Grades:  This is approximate and may vary from quarter to quarter 
65%: assessments (tests, quizzes, projects), 35%: homework 

Communication 
● mdeweerd@whitinsvillechristian.org 
● assignment schedule  and grades posted on RenWeb 
● assignment materials and explanations usually on Google Classroom 



Mrs. Shannon  
8th GRADE ART 

2018-2019 
CLASS SUMMARY:  
A big part of what you are going to be doing in art class this year is exploring 
different types of media and learning basic techniques that you will build on when 
taking art classes in high school. The class will place emphasis on the 
application and understanding of compositional skills and techniques, color 
theory, and the principles of design.  We will practice foundational art skills in 
multiple mediums such as, drawing, painting, ceramics, and sculpture. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
MATERIALS NEEDED:  
- a pencil set 
- an eraser 
- a sketchbook (optional) 
- a folder or binder for handouts 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
GOALS FOR THE CLASS: 
To appreciate God as the ultimate Creator 
- We will never be able to create anything as beautiful or as perfect as God has. 
Once we practice being creative ourselves it is easier to appreciate the world around us. 
To draw out and challenge your creativity  
- Part of my responsibility as your teacher is to facilitate a place that will mentally 
and physically challenge your creativity, whether that influence is coming directly from 
me or from those around you. Use the brain God gave you to be a creative thinker and 
to challenge yourself in your artwork. 
To encourage an appreciation of the arts 
- Art classes are not meant to just make you a better artist, but for you to 
recognize and appreciate the work of other artists.  



-  
To  help you become a more independent learner 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: RESPECT 
Teacher… Be attentive when I’m talking or demonstrating. Come to class prepared and 
on time. 
Classmates… Be helpful. Offer encouragement and constructive criticism. *Though you 
are allowed to talk quietly while you are working, the art room is NOT a place for 
gossiping or complaining about other classmates and teachers. 
Classroom… Treat materials as if you have bought them with your own money.  Make 
sure not to be wasteful or careless, cleaning up properly.  We DO NOT have an endless 
supply of materials.  Always think before you do! 
Yourself…  Give your best effort and take ownership of your work and education. 
 
GRADES:  
75% Classwork…  This includes all the projects assigned to be worked on in class. I 
will give you a rubric for each assignment that will be used to give you your grade. 
 
10% Overall Class Participation and Effort…  Every week I will keep a record of your 
overall class participation and effort. This includes doing your own work and being part 
of discussions and critiques. You will be assigned a grade between 6 and 10.  

6-7 Very little effort and overall work pattern, poor use of class time, incomplete 
projects 
8-9 Fair to Good use of class time, still not working to full potential, completed 
projects 
10- 100% effort, excellent use of class time, always doing your best 

  At the end of each grading period I will take the average and that will account for 10% 
of your grade for that term.  This number will reflect your motivation, perseverance, and 



desire for your art projects as well as your attitude, effort, use of time, and behavior 
during class. 
 
15% Homework and Sketchbook Assignments…Homework is usually given to help 
you prepare for class projects.  I expect it to be done to the best of your ability.  Don’t 
give me excuses.  It is at my discretion whether or not the homework can be made up. 
Keep it simple and do your work on time. 
-  *All late work is deducted by 5 points a day unless you have permission from 

me to hand it in late* 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*If you have any questions always ask me… unless it is about directions you were not 
paying attention to. 
*You are all responsible for keeping track of your own work.  Do not leave artwork or 
anything else around the art room.  I play Tetris already with the space I have and I 
simply don’t have room for any more disorganization than what already exists 
*You are all responsible for missed assignments and handing your work in on time.  I 
will not chase you.  If I don’t have the work, I cannot grade it and therefore, you will 
receive a zero… better late than never. 
 
 
My biggest expectation is that you will give it your all.  The process by which you 
create your artwork is just as important as the finished product itself.  Enjoy the 

opportunity you have to create and have fun. 
 



8th Grade Bible : God’s plan for the church after the life of Christ 
 
Dear parent(s), 
We excited and challenged in teaching Bible this year to the 8th graders.  8th  graders tend to be at crucial points in 
their walk with God – either starting to consider what faith means, in the midst of making their family’s faith their 
own personal faith, or already strongly rooted in faith.  In the context of all of this, they have questions.  God speaks 
to us through his Word – answering many questions, but also not answering some questions.  My role as a guide in 
this curriculum is a weighty role – one not to take lightly.  Consequently, I anticipate many good conversations, 
learning on both the students’ and my parts, and a renewed look at what God’s Word means to us as citizens of the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
Objectives: 

● Students will identify God’s providence and grace in the transition from the old to new covenants, the 
young church, the leaders who nurtured God’s people, and themselves 

● Students will read the Bible – a lot 
● Students will react to what they read and think about it in terms of factual knowledge, information that 

affects their faith, or a challenge that requires them to act out their faith 
● Students will be comfortable in asking questions regarding their faith, God’s word, and living that word out 
● Students will practice personal and daily devotional time 

Scope and Sequence: (dependent on our pace of study) 
● The story of the church and its leaders beyond the first century (examples: Origen, Constantine, Antony, 

Asceticism, Crusades, Book of Kells, tradition of Christmas,  Renaissance, the Reformation, 
Enlightenment, Fanny Crosby, Elizabeth Fry, William Wilburforce, …) 

● consistent connections drawn between modern congregations and older traditions 
● A topical outline (tentative) is posted on each student’s Google Classroom for Bible 

Independent Work: 
● Each class period begins with ten minutes of students reading a part of the Bible or their own devotional 

book in a time of personal devotions 
● Students will have other assignments, projects and assessments 
● Homework policy: 

o assignments should be done independently (unless other directions are given) 
o if the assignment is not completed when due, 50% will be given if it is shown to a teacher then 

next day (full credit given if absence is due to illness) 
Quarterly grades: (this is approximate and may vary) 

50%: assignments, 50%: assessments (test, quizzes, projects) 
Communication: 

● mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org 
● mdeweerd@whitinsvillechristian.org 
● assignment schedule  and grades posted on RenWeb 
● assignment materials and explanations usually on Google Classroom 

 
Mark DeWeerd and Mike Persenaire 



English Language Arts: Grade 8 
Mrs. Terry Ebbeling 

  
 
I. Curriculum 

A. Reading Workshop (Goal: 35 books) 
B. Writing Workshop (Required for portfolio: minimum of 8 pieces) 
C. Grammar (DGP: Daily Grammar Practice, mini-lessons regarding usage  
    and conventions) 
D. Vocabulary (Word of the Week) 
E. Study of the Holocaust/Book groups 
F. Novel study (novel TBD) 
G. Research assignment 
H. Selections from Elements of Literature, Second Course (Holt, Rinehart, 
     and Winston) 

 
 
II. Grading  

A. Reading Workshop: 25% (based on weekly Reading Records, reading goals, 
              reading time in class, reading logs, 30-book sheets,  and student book talks) 

B. Writing Workshop: 25% (evaluation at the end of each quarter for  
    revising and editing, effort, use of time,  and output/final portfolio) 
C. Assignments: 25% 
D. Tests/Quizzes: 25% 
 

 
III. Goals 

A. For students to become discerning Christian readers—responding to  
    all literature through the lens of a child of God 
B. For students to develop a love of reading  
C. For students to become confident writers  
D. For students to learn the parts of speech and the conventions of the  

                 English language, and to use them properly in both speech and writing  
E. For students to expand their vocabulary through their reading 

 
  
IV. Contact Information: 
tebbeling@whitinsvillechristian.org 
 
 



Health 8 Outline 
  
The following topics will be covered in 8th grade health 
  
-What is Health? 
-What health skills do we need to live a Godly life? 
Mental/Emotional Health 
-Life skills 
-Social skills 
Physical Health 
-Fitness/exercise 
-Aerobic/anaerobic 
-Body composition 
-CPR/First Aid 
Nutrition 
-Nutrients 
Substance Abuse 
-Alcohol 
-Tobacco 
-Drugs 
Human Sexuality 
Spiritual Health 
 
Current health related events are talked about daily to make the students aware of what is going 
on around them. 
Not a Fan will be studied over the semester, another book will be studied over the 2nd 
semester, challenging students to be a follower not a fan of Jesus.  Blogging & discussion 
questions will be the way we discuss the book. 
  
The main purpose of this class is to get you to be aware of who you are, and how to make good 
decisions. How we can live our lives to the fullest! 
  
Class will meet on an A/B schedule all year long during 3rd period. Flexible changes with 
Spanish. 
Homework will be given; test and quizzes occasionally.  Weekly blog posts, and projects will be 
fun! 
This class will be unlike any other class you have, class participation is very important!  Please 
bring device to class and something to write with. 
 
 



8th grade American History 
Dear parent(s), 

Thank you for the opportunity to teach your son or daughter this year! I love history and think it crucial that today’s students 
learn about our nation’s heritage and how God has worked his plans throughout all history.  I also value the subject of History because 
of its potential as a “platform” from which to teach young adults how to think.  Through history, we will focus on moving from the 
memorization of facts to the ability to analyze information, predict the future using the past, and form arguments. For some students, 
this is a fairly smooth transition, for others it is more challenging.  I will encourage them to engage their abilities no matter what level 
they are at. 
 
Possible Topics of Study 

● Salem witchcraft trials 
● Common life of the late 1600s to mid-1700s 
● American Indian/ settler conflict – King Philip’s War 
● Seven Years War 
● American Revolution 
● Constitutional foundations 
● First Industrial Revolution 
● War of 1812 
● Themes of 1800s 
● Expansion and slavery 

Skills Developed 
● Applying concept of “perspective” 
● Supporting argument with evidence 
● MLA formatting 
● Hierarchy of information 
● Evaluating sources 
● Identifying primary/ secondary sources 
● Public speaking 
● Foundations of research 
● Public speaking 
● Identifying themes in events both in the past and now 

Grading (this is approximate and may vary) 
Assessment (tests, quizzes, projects): 50%, Homework: 50%  

Assignment Policy 
o Complete work will be given full credit with incomplete work earning an appropriate variant 
o If the student completes the assignment, but fails to reach to goal of the assignment due to miscommunication, 

he/she may turn the assignment in the next day and the grade will be raised appropriately (up to full credit) 
o Students who don’t do the assignment will be given 50% credit if they turn in the completed assignment the 

following school day 
Field Trips 

This year will include the annual trip to Concord, MA.  Students earn their way on this trip by showing their commitment to 
the material through a demonstration of learning.  (This process does not exclude those who struggle with quizzes etc. but still try their 
best.)  The actual trip takes place in January or February, and usually about thirteen students go. 

 
Communication 

● mdeweerd@whitinsvillechristian.org 
● assignment schedule  and grades posted on RenWeb 
● assignment materials and explanations usually on Google Classroom 

 



 

Pre Algebra- 8th Grade 
Miss Avila 

lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org 
 
Class Overview: 

This 8th Grade Math class is small in size (10 students); which gives myself and Mrs. Cook (SAS) a 

great opportunity to make math concepts attainable to each one of these students.  Having the small ratios 

gives each student a greater opportunity to reach success.   We will provide them learning strategies in 

order to become more organized and prepared for the next step in their education.  There will be times for 

1:1 instruction as well as small group discussions.  Instruction will be personalized and geared towards the 

student’s learning strengths.   

 

Curriculum: 
1. Solving equations: single and multi-step 

2. Transformations 

3. Angles/ Triangles 

4. Graphing/ Writing Linear Equations 

5. Systems of Linear Equations 

6. Data Analysis and Displays 

7. Functions 

8. Exponents and Scientific Notation 

9. Real Numbers/ Pythagorean Theorem 

10. Volume and Similar Solids 

 

Grading: 
    Notes: 10% 

- Following along in class  

- Composition Books 

- Note Quizzes 

    Homework 20% 

- Can expect every night 

- 10 points per assignment 

     Quizzes: 30% 

- Quizzes over each section/ lessons 

     Tests: 40% 

 

Late Policy:  

- 1 day late: 25% off 

- 2 days late: 50% off 

- 3 days late: take what you have, or ZERO 

 

Resources: 

Big Ideas Math: Modeling Real Life 

Online Book: www.bigideasmath.com 

  



 

8th Grade Physical Science 
Lina Avila:  lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org 

Mike Persenaire:  mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org  
Course Overview: 

8th grade science will be a highly interactive course.  Students will be engaged in learning 
through hands on discovery and cooperative learning.  Throughout the school year, students will 
explore various aspects of Physical Science.  We will be doing this through interactive labs that utilize 
the scientific method, science processing skills and analysis of data.  In addition, students will make 
connections to technology, their community and the world through real world projects and writing 
activities.  
 

Academic Goals: 
- For students to begin to analyze scientific data and develop their critical thinking skills 
- For students to be able to write coherently about a scientific concept 
- For students to become successful, independent notes takers 

 

Grading Policy 

1. Assessments- 40% 
● Projects 
● Tests 

2. Labs- 35% 
 
3. Daily Work- 25% 

● Homework 
● Quizzes 
● In class work 

 
Course Outline: 

● What is Science? 
● Scientific Method 
● Measurement 
● SI Prefixes and 

Dimensional Analysis 
● Types of Graphs 
● Motion 
● Acceleration 
● Motion and Forces 

● Newton’s 2nd Law of 
Motion 

● Gravity 
● Friction 
● Falling objects/ 

non-free fall motion 
● Projectile Motion 
● Circular Motion 
● Satellite Motion 

● Rollercoasters 
● Newton’s 3rd Law 
● Momentum 
● Nature of energy 
● Kinetic, Gravitational 

Potential, and 
mechanical energy 

● Elastic Energy 
● Work 

 
Resources:  

McGrawHill Physical Science 
Texas Instruments: Science Nspired 
Wendy Groot, Whitinsville Christian High School 

mailto:lavila@whitinsvillechristian.org
mailto:mpersenaire@whitinsvillechristian.org


8th Grade Spanish 2018-2019 
Ms. Nicole De Vries 

  
 
I. Curriculum 

•Continuation of The Amazing Race from last year: “visiting” 
different Spanish-speaking countries, learning about other cultures and 
new vocabulary 

 
 
II. Grading  

-Participation and In-Class Work: 20% 
-Homework: 25% 
-Quizzes and smaller projects: 25% 
-Tests and larger projects: 30% 

•Late work policy: each student will receive 1 grace slip per semester to 
use on homework assignments. After they use the grace slip, if an 
assignment is turned in late, they will start to lose points. 1st day late = 
50% maximum grade; 2nd day late = 0.  
 
 
III. Goals 
 

● For students to grow in their understanding of God and his diverse 
world 

● For students to learn how to love their neighbors as themselves: to 
expand their worldviews and appreciate different cultures 

● For students to become better listeners, speakers, readers, writers, 
and thinkers through the Spanish language 

 
 
Contact info: ndevries@whitinsvillechristian.org 
 
 



Student “Self Troubleshoot” 
Before you begin troubleshooting, take a deep breath and remember that you’ve got this! 

 

“I lost my homework.” ● Check agenda for assignment 
● Check Google Classroom 
● Text/email a classmate for a copy 
● Ask your teacher face-to-face for a new copy 
● Accept late grade 

“I don’t like the grade I’m 
getting.” 

● Check RenWeb for missing work 
● Ask yourself how you are preparing or working. 

(Did I study? Should I prepare longer? Am I doing 
my assignments? Did I use my resources?) 

● Schedule a face-to-face meeting with your 
teacher  

“I’m missing assignments.” ● Print a list of missing work from RenWeb 
● Make a list and check things off as you go 
● Get an easy thing done and/or get a hard thing 

done 
● Go to learning partners or homework clinic for 

extra help 
● Schedule a face-to-face meeting with your 

teacher to discuss options 

“I can’t find what I need.” ● Check your locker/backpack/at home/etc. 
● Clean your spaces (lockers, backpack, etc.) 
● Create an organized system that makes sense 

to you  
● Give everything a place, and put it in its place 

every time you use it  

“I don’t know how to do this 
assignment.” 

● Reread your notes/textbook 
● Reread directions out loud 
● Walk away and come back 
● Remove distractions (put your phone away) 
● Use your resources (Google, ask Siri, etc.) 
● Just begin somewhere, and try one 

thing--always write something down, even if 
you’re not sure it’s right. 

● Show your best effort! 

“I have a deadline coming up, and 
I don’t know how to meet it.” 

● Work ahead and plan ahead 
● Make a daily/weekly plan (Use your agenda to 

write down your plan--especially the month 
part of your agenda!)  

“I’m really nervous about this 
test.” 

● Make a study plan 
● Color code your materials and make flash cards 
● Use your study guide  
● Find a study buddy 

 


