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EPIC Storytelling

ur theme for the 2017-2018 school year is God’s Epic Story. It’s a natural fit that Storytelling was selected as the theme for this issue of The Crusader Chronicle. As I began reflecting on storytelling, it
brought to mind a poignant event in the life of four children, who are now adults with children of
their own. Reading was a high priority in our household and that started with a standard reading of ten books
each day. My wife was the reading czar; however, there was one very memorable occasion when I took several
nights to read to the four children all together. The book was Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls. With
two on my lap and two seated next to me, one on each side, we read through the book. Each of them could
not wait, they simply loved the read-aloud storytelling time. In addition, the book is a dog story and two of
the listeners were dog lovers, longing for a pet in a household without a pet. Yes, we’ve asked forgiveness for
depriving our children of that desire.
In the story, there is a particularly sensitive moment when each of the four was
drawn in, intrigued by what was about to happen, waiting on every word. I glanced
from the corner of my eye, continuing to read. Each was focused on the story, trying to look at each other without being seen. A tear was forming in the eyes of the
listeners, emotionally engaged as the story unfolded. I was moved by the power of
the story, so compelling, so powerful in the minds of these young children, so real
in their experience. If you have read the story, you know that moment. If you have
not read the story, it is worth reading.

“It is God’s epic story
that has transformed
the history of mankind
in ways that affect
every human being.”

There is however, a greater story. It is God’s epic story that has transformed the
history of mankind in ways that affect every human being. We not only read about
that epic story, we live in it; we are part of the story itself. Wilson Rawls tells a
mighty good story that we can look into and hear about and in some ways emotionally experience part of the story. However, God’s epic story includes each of
us being, living, experiencing life with the author of the universe. There is an
intimate relationship we can have with the author that extends beyond this life
and into eternity. We have an infallible truth-filled book full of the story of redemption and all the richness that fills our lives by living within God’s epic story
as it comes to expression in each of our lives. Are you moved by the power of
this story, so compelling, so powerful, so life-changing, so real in our day to day
lives? “Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story” (Psalm 107:2a).
And that is what this issue of The Crusader Chronicle is about – storytelling – all within the context of God’s
epic story as it comes to expression in the common affairs of daily living, of forgiveness, of challenging times,
of joy-filled experiences, and of faith, hope, and love. You and I are very real characters in that story and this
issue is a sampling of some of those stories within the greatest narrative of God’s epic story. This is Christian
education at its EPIC best!
Lance B. Engbers
Headmaster
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“

It is significant that God does not present us with salvation in the form of
an abstract truth, or a precise definition or a catchy slogan, but as story….
Story is an invitation to participate, first through our imagination and then,
if we will, by faith, with our total lives in response to God.

”

- from the introduction to the book of Exodus in The Message, by Eugene Peterson

God’s Epic Story
By Jodi Koeman, Director of Spiritual Development

I

was fortunate to grow up in a family that told a lot of stories.
My dad and his family immigrated to Wisconsin in the 1950s.
I loved to hear his stories about life in Holland during World
War II and what it was like to for him to come to America as a
teenager. That passion for storytelling didn’t stop with his own life
events. It carried over into how he and my mom spoke about and
interacted with God’s story, the Bible. The Bible was more than a
book about good people, moral lessons, and historical events. It
was a way of life.
About five years ago, my mom and dad gathered the entire family
in a cabin in southern Wisconsin. There were 46 of us crammed
into every corner of the living room and kitchen. Babies were
passed around and toddlers cuddled with the older kids. The smell
of coffee and cinnamon lingered in the air and a hush came over
the room that just ten minutes earlier was boisterous and lively.
Dad was dying. We knew it and we had come to solemnly, yet joyfully, remember and rejoice. Dad cleared his voice and then spoke.
“I’ve gone to church a long time and been to all kinds of services,
but there is something that always bugs me. We sing, pray, and listen, but then go away and don’t often talk about how what we just
experienced is being lived out in our life that day, that moment.
So we’re going to do that now. Mom and I have prepared a service.
With each Bible verse we’re going to sing and tell stories about how
you are struggling, how you are serving, how you are striving, or
what it means to live out that verse in your life.”

He began reading
verses, pausing and
asking a grown
child or grandchild to tell
in their own words what that meant to them. He was on the verge
of life as we know it ending and he could taste, feel, and hear that a
new life was about to begin for him. He wanted all of us to remember God’s promises and tell our story. He was living out Psalm 107.
“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good: His love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their Story.” Telling our stories
IS telling God’s story. Living out our story in the light of God’s
story gives people a taste of what His story is all about. Telling and
living these stories in the face of death is fitting, but we can also
start now – at the dining table, in the line at the grocery store, or
in the workplace.
In his memoir Telling Secrets, Frederick Buechner states, “My story
is important not because it is mine, God knows, but because if I
tell it anything like right, the chances are you will recognize that
in many ways it is also yours… It is precisely through these stories
in all their particularity, that God makes himself known to each
of us more powerfully and personally. If this is true, it means that
to lose track of our stories is to be profoundly impoverished not
only humanly but also spiritually.” Through stories God changes
us, through stories we change each other.
Our theme for the 2017-2018 school year is God’s Epic Story. It is
our goal that the WCS community will learn and live this story.
To live the story means we will need to pay attention to how God’s
story shows itself in the mundane of the day, and in the spectacular moments. It calls us to be vulnerable and loving.
I hope WCS is a place where the story of God’s love seeps into the
lives of our students so they become loving, caring participants in
the story. I hope it’s a place where we build community by sharing
our stories of pain, joy, fear, and hope. I hope it’s a place where
our students learn to tell stories that can change lives, impact the
world, and bring hope. We will do this imperfectly, with mistakes
and missed chances. But I believe that the way we pass on God’s
story, through each of our individual stories, will be the biggest
influencing factor on the children we care for and teach each day.

NHS Induction
November 28, 2017

Class of 2018: Mandy Laporte, Jinqi (Jackey) Ma, Rose Thayer, and Hanyi
(Victor) Xing
Class of 2019: Gabe Brookhouse, Michaela Cannistraci, Ben Casey, Nadiya
Chalak, Rachel Cozzens, Sam Dykstra, Tyler Gorman, Kateri Hart, Sam Hearn,
Rebekah Lashley, Christina LeDuc, Xianglin (Shirley) Li, Ben MacGillivray,
Xiaochen (Caitlin) Niu, Nicolette Scinicariello, Christian Swaim, Bobby
Whiton, and Maikeer (Michael) Xu

New Faces and New Roles
The 2017-2018 school year has been a year of growth, not only in
the number of students, but also in new positions, new faculty,
and new staff to serve those students. Newly created positions

Julie Davison
Stepping Stone
Preschool Program
Manager

Shari Dunlap
Director of the Arts

include Director of the Arts, Director of Spiritual Formation, and
Health and Wellness Counselor.

Emily Paharik
Health and Wellness
Counselor

Bethany Fitzroy
Director of Guidance

Jodi Koeman
Director of Spiritual
Formation

New Stepping Stone Preschool faculty Ester Brown, Diane Friedline, Ana Soto, and Kelly Styf

New Middle School faculty Heather Holgate – Bible and Math Teacher

New Elementary School faculty and staff Amy Hall – Kindergarten, Tanya Anema – First Grade, Karen
Wasielewski – Second Grade, Elaine Dias – Aftercare, Rebecca
Goodell – Aide/Aftercare, Nicole Darnell – Aide/Playground
Monitor, Nancy Monts – Aide, Darcy Ryan – Aide

New High School faculty and staff Katie Carbone - Math and Science Teacher, Kathy Rios
– Assistant to Director of Guidance, Peter Fitzroy –
Paraprofessional
New Building Maintenance Staff - Jennifer Taylor
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HOMECOMING 2017
W
CS celebrated Homecoming during the weekend
of September 29 and 30. The weekend kicked off
with a pep rally before the cross country meet and
soccer matches, and ended with a volleyball match on Saturday
afternoon.

Alumni arrived from near and far and were welcomed at a reception on Friday evening. Alumni who were involved in the
performing arts were given a behind-the-scenes tour of the new
theater and treated to live music by WCS faculty member and
musician, Matt Genese. A special luncheon was held in the Library Media Center on Saturday for alumni who attended WCS
in its location on Willow Street. They shared stories of the history of the school, and the changes it’s seen. “The luncheon was a
special time to give thanks for all of the blessings the school has
seen over its 89-year history,” said Dr. Adam Meyer, Director of
Advancement.

Celebrating
the PAST,
the PRESENT,
and
the FUTURE.

The live music continued on Saturday between sporting events
at a cook-out with carnival games for the kids. The Blue Light
Bandits performed on Saturday afternoon. Two band members
are WCS alumni, Ethan Bates (’10) and Dan DeCristofaro (’09).
Also performing on Saturday was Jonas Woods, aka Rob Woods,
Jr. (’96). “We’re very grateful to Brian Graves (’99) and Annika
(Krygsman) Bangma (’05) for all of their help making the event
a great success,” said Adam. “The spirit of community at WCS is
something very special.”

Old Stories

W

Tested by New Experiences

hile not everyone claims to have walked three miles uphill, in
the snow, parents often share stories of what school was like
“when I was your age.” Times have changed from the days of
slate tablets, to electric typewriters, to each student having his or her own
computer. Memories are often viewed through the lens of time that lessens
the pains and highlights the joys. But what happens when those stories are
put to the test? Will they stand up to a new generation’s experience?

This is the story of Lisa (Guidry) Wiersma and her son, Joshua. Lisa attended WCS her
freshmen, sophomore, and junior years of high school. Due to a family move in 1986 to
New Jersey, she did not graduate from WCS, which she describes as, “heartbreaking.” Now
Lisa, her husband, John, (the family joke is
that John is a Wiersma not from Whitinsville) and their youngest son, Josh, have
moved from Colorado to Whitinsville.
“Josh is getting the senior year I never
had,” said Lisa.
“I never saw myself coming back to
Whitinsville, but as we know God often
has other plans. When I knew we would
be moving, I just prayed, ‘God, make a
way. Make a way for Josh to be able to attend WCS.’ I knew it could be a great place for him. Once it was official, there was a little
trepidation because he has heard me say for so long that WCS is awesome and that I want
him to have that same great experience that I had. I hoped I had not built it up as this
mythical, magical place called Whitinsville Christian. Thankfully it has exceeded every
expectation,” said Lisa.
“She told a lot of stories about WCS,” said Josh. “I expected a smaller school, compared
to my other schools, but with a high standard of excellence. Mrs. (Sonia) Zeyl and Mr.
(Chris) Vander Baan set clear expectations of what the school is, what their ideals are, and
what the goals are for the school year. Between the interviews with them, and the stories
I’d heard from my mother, I had a sense of how things were likely to go and pleasantly,
things have been going as well as expected.”
“He’s been embraced and accepted. I encouraged him to try everything, knowing WCS
is a place where you can safely do that,” said Lisa. So far Josh has been a member of the
cross country team, he’s joined the choir, and he’s played the part of Sebastian in the WCS
Drama Club’s production
of The Little Mermaid. “It
was great being part of the
cross country team, and
having the chance to participate in drama again,”
said Josh.
“Coming back and seeing
that Ed Bakker is still run-

ning the scoreboard at basketball games,
and that Karen Exoo, Dick VandenBerg,
and Jerry Van Tol have remained as committed faculty members, paints such a
picture of the community WCS builds,”
shared Lisa. “I see people whose children
have long graduated volunteering their
time. It’s still home.”
“WCS was a great school when I came
here,” said Lisa. “It was an excellent place
to learn, to grow, to be a kid in the 80s.
From what I have seen in the time we’ve
been back with Josh, it’s even better now.
Maybe it’s my new perspective as a parent. When I attended, WCS was great
at sports, the arts, spiritual growth, and
emotional support. We were very good.
These kids are better. That desire to strive
for excellence and to glorify God through
that excellence is evident.”
“I came with expectations of the environment and WCS has definitely met those
expectations,” said Josh. “It’s been fun to
have a couple of the same teachers, and to
talk about my mom with them. Although
I’m only here for one year, I’ll come away
with good memories, and stories to tell.”
The Crusader Chronicle | 7

Cultivating Storytellers at WCS

W

e are surrounded by stories. We read books, go to the movies, watch television, listen to music,
and see plays. In the May 8, 2013 issue of Scientific American, Jag Bhalla writes, “It is in our
nature to need stories. Their logic is how we naturally think. They configure our biology, and
how we feel, in ways long essential for our survival. Like our language instinct, a story drive—an inborn
hunger for story hearing and story making—emerges untutored universally in healthy children.”
During this school year, WCS has been focused on storytelling,
specifically God’s Epic Story. But storytelling is nothing new for
the students at our school. It has been central to their experience
from their very first days as beginning readers, to their very last
days as they write essays for college applications. How does one
become a good storyteller? It begins with developing a love of
reading, and that begins as soon as possible.
Throughout elementary school, class time is dedicated to teachers
reading out loud to the class. Students learn to read independently at different ages, and each child is encouraged at his or her own
level. C.J., a fifth grader, remembers, “I couldn’t read very well
when I started first grade, but Mrs. (Lysle) Wiley said, ‘Don’t you
worry. By the end of the year, you’ll surpass many of the students
who are already reading.’ She was right!” Fifth grade teacher, Val
Kuik describes how she and fellow ELA (English Language Arts)
teacher, Beth Banning, instill a love for reading. “We have a great
variety of books in the classroom, and students are able to make
their own choices. We have dedicated reading time in comfortable spaces. While students always have their favorites, they are
also encouraged to try different genres. We love celebrating our
students for their reading achievements. Being an avid reader is
the best way to become a great storyteller.”
C.J. and his fellow fifth grader, Emma, are both avid readers. Their
faces lit up like Christmas morning when they were told they
were being interviewed to discover what they love about reading.
“I love being transported to a place I’ve never even thought of
before,” said Emma. “I also love to be the first one of my friends
to read a book so I can let them know if I liked it.”
They both love being lost in a good book. “You can ignore everything around you,” said C.J. Emma and C.J. are both fans of
realistic fiction and highly recommend The War That Saved My
Life. They also have advice for choosing a good book. “If the description on the back isn’t that interesting, read the first five pages,” said Emma. “You might change your mind.” C.J. agrees that
sometimes you just have to give a book a chance. “I once told a
friend, ‘This book gets better after chapter three so stick with it.’
Thankfully he did and he liked it.”
For middle school students, reading and storytelling take on
different forms. Challenging goals are set, with requirements to
read a variety of genres. ELA teachers Amelia Lawson and Terry
Ebbeling check in weekly with their students to see how they’re
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“

I love being
transported to a
place I’ve never
even thought
of before.

”

progressing with their books. Writing assignments have categories such as business letters, emails, memoirs, reviews, poems,
and persuasive essays. Students are trained to hone their editing
skills. Thankfully, creativity and discovery are never lost.
This year many WCS classes are visiting the residents at the
Whitinsville Retirement Home. The seventh grade class is working in groups to interview residents and learn their life stories.
Students visit with seniors monthly, and by the end of the year,
they will write a biography of each senior’s life and give the biography to the senior. Seventh grader, Jack, is especially enjoying
time with Arthur, one of the residents. “He’s the same age as my
grandfather and they’re both from Massachusetts. They have a
lot of similar stories. Arthur has great stories about his time as a
student at WCS when it was located in the church basement and
about his days working in the mills in Whitinsville.”

“

It’s important
to bring part
of yourself to
the character
you’re playing.

”

Like C.J. and Emma, Jack loves to read. “I started slowly but between second and third grades, something just clicked. My neighbor (WCS 9th grader, Brandon) would tell me about the books he
was reading and they sounded great. That definitely helped me
become more interested in books.” Jack is also a creative storyteller. For over a year, he’s been creating stop-motion movies. “I plan
out stories, then make the movie. I like sharing them with my
friends, so I post the movies to my own YouTube channel called
“StikBot Crowley.” I just received a GoPro for Christmas, so I’m
really excited about that.”
By the time students are in high school, even more opportunities are available for storytelling. Of course, there are still reading
and writing requirements. High school students take courses that
teach speech skills, creative writing, and journalism. Being part
of the Drama Club, being involved in chapel planning, or singing in the choir also allows our students to expand their skills as
storytellers.
Kate, a senior, is enjoying her Creative Writing class. “Mrs. (Sara)
DeWeerd really encourages our creativity. We read pieces of literature together and share our own ideas. We write our own novels,
poems, stories, and fan fiction.” Kate also acts and sings as part of
her storytelling talents. She recently starred as Ariel in Disney’s
The Little Mermaid. She is a
member of Encore and the
choir. “Mrs. (Mary) Dykstra emphasizes that everyone is part of the story,
from the actors, to the set
and costume designers, to
the tech team. It’s important to bring part of yourself to the character you’re
playing.” Kate recognized
the challenge of bringing
an animated character to
life, especially a beloved
character such as Ariel.
“Christian (who played
Eric) and I are friends and

have our own chemistry. We had to tap into that and make these
characters our own, while making them real for the audience.”
Kate also enjoys singing as a way of storytelling. “With a song,
you’re telling the story with your voice, when the music swells,
and when you place emphasis on certain words.”
Another avid WCS reader, Kate inherited her love of reading from
her parents, WCS alumni Tim (’93) and Kelly (Young) Johnson
(’91). “My dad reads a huge variety of genres. My mom especially
likes fantasy, and so do I.” She notes that a love of reading helps
with her acting. “When you love to dive into a story, and live in
that world, completely absorbed, it helps you become a better storyteller.” We couldn’t agree more.

WCS has a legacy of producing
great storytellers.
We are blessed that so many of these storytellers remain a
part of our community. We hear these stories as we make
apple pies together, as the parent group prays together, as
our TRIP volunteers fill gift card orders, and as we celebrate at Homecoming or class reunions. We love the opportunity to tell stories in the Alumni Newsletter and in
The Crusader Chronicle. There is always an open invitation
to tell your story. Please feel free to contact Adam Meyer,
Director of Advancement, at ameyer@whitinsvillechristian.org, to share your story.
The Crusader Chronicle | 9

PERFORMING ARTS

The Little Mermaid
By Mary Dykstra, Drama Director

I

t has been thought-provoking to work on The Little Mermaid.
It is a story that families enjoy because of the lovable characters and story line, but one that also speaks to that special
time when our children start to figure out who they are, as we
parents help them to follow their dreams. While it is a classic,
magical, “good versus evil” tale, it also chronicles family life, including sibling rivalry, raising teenagers, the butting of wills, and
for parents, realizing when it is time to let go, and then helping
our children prepare for their next step in life. In the case of Ariel,
her father, Triton, prepares her to be “Part of Your World.” Her
Aunt Ursula also prepares her for this new world, but in a diabolical way. Ariel’s transformation is from mermaid to human. The
teenagers in our lives are undergoing their own transformation,
from being children to being adults.
As a school we prepare these students, especially seniors, for their
road ahead. We pray daily for their discernment in finding God’s
direction as they choose colleges and career paths. Each rehearsal
is opened with prayer. The first request is always that the play
goes well. This is a tradition that has been going on for as long as
I’ve been the director. It is typically made by the same person, an
honor handed down from a senior to the next “deserving” drama
student. We always pray for good health, for our seniors and their
road ahead, and we share other prayers that are on our hearts
that day.

Disney’s The Little Mermaid was performed as
the debut show of the Whitinsville Christian
School Drama Club in The Nehemiah Center
for Arts and Worship. Four performances were
given over two weekends, including a Saturday
matinee during Thanksgiving weekend.

10 | The Crusader Chronicle

UNDER THE SEA TEA
The Cast of The Little Mermaid treated 35 of
our younger friends to an “Under the Sea Tea”
in our aquarium, otherwise known as the connecting bridge. Our guests had tea and snacks,
took photos with cast members, and decorated
picture frames for their souvenir photos.

The Crusader Chronicle | 11

Nehemiah Center Debut
Concert

The High School Band, Choir, and Orchestra, as well as
Encore Vocal Ensemble, all performed at the debut concert in the Nehemiah Center in October. Selections included pieces from film scores, gospel, pop, and more.

Encore

For the second year in a row, Encore Vocal Ensemble
has qualified for the Quarterfinals of the International
Championship of High School A Cappella! Encore will
be competing on Saturday, February 10th, at Galvin
Middle School in Wakefield, MA. In December, Encore
was invited by Senator Ryan Fattman to perform for
the Massachusetts State Senate at the State House.
They also had a great time caroling downtown and in
the North End of Boston!

Art Award

Congratulations to WCS 8th grader Nadia G. for
winning first place in Art...Make It Real’s “Paint Your
Town” art contest. Nadia is shown here with her art
teacher, Miss Emily VandenAkker (’09), and her
prize-winning painting of Grafton Common. Great
work, Nadia!

Christmas Concerts
WCS Strings students performed with
the Blackstone Valley Community Chorus at Valley Chapel in Uxbridge on
December 1, 2017. Selections from
Handel’s Messiah were presented.

WCS celebrated Christmas with friends
and family on December 20 at Valley
Chapel in Uxbridge. This uplifting concert featured many guest performers
including the Allen family, Susan Upham, WCS alumna Innaray Oliveira Rocha, and WCS faculty members Josh
Lawson and Matt Genese. WCS is also
incredibly blessed by all of those who
answer the invitation to sing the Hallelujah Chorus of Handel’s Messiah.
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The Purpose of the BIBLE
By Laurie VanderBaan, Elementary School Teacher

T

he epic story which we are focusing on this year is found
in the inspired Word of God. God’s special revelation is
a unique book, rich in content. It is masterfully crafted
through about forty different authors, reflecting thousands of
years of history, with a variety of literary types. It is a story within
stories.
When I think of God’s purpose in giving us the Bible, I often
think of my atlas. My atlas travels with me on every major road
trip I take. I have lived in Massachusetts for twenty-eight years.
On average we travel to my home state of Michigan two times
a year so my atlas has made over fifty trips back and forth.
I tuck it alongside my seat and feel good that it is
coming along for the ride.

My road atlas also gets opened
to help in challenging times.
Once while coming home
from Michigan after Christmas, we found ourselves in
the middle of a snowstorm,
and the New York Thruway
was closed. We found a hotel
off the highway to spend the night, and the next morning we were
determined to continue our journey home with our two little
boys. We pulled out our atlas to find an alternate path. The atlas
helped us find and follow Route 20 for several slow, slick hours.
The Bible is a source of encouragement in challenging times. It
gives us different perspectives on how to manage a crisis, radiates
reminders of God’s promises, provides guidance for our continued journey, and assures us of His love. We turn to God’s Word to
help in challenging times.

My atlas allows me to see the big picture.
To pass the time as a passenger on
these trips, I will open my atlas to the
map of the whole United States. I like to
Finally, I look at my atlas to dream of possibilities. Someday I
see how the roads flow together. I observe
would love to take a road trip on Highway 1, down
how many major cities are lothe coast of Washington, Oregon, and northern
cated along the Mississippi River.
California. These are places I have not traveled
We keep reading
I try to recall the states I have visited.
before. I have heard the drive is beautiful. God’s
the Bible to know
One of the purposes of the Bible is to give
Word can encourage our growth and call out arthe Way, the Truth,
us the big picture of God’s epic story including
eas that still need work. Where will following God
creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. From
and the Life!
take us? What new adventures does God have in
Genesis through Revelation, we see evidence of
store for us?
God working out His plan of salvation, fulfilling
prophecy, and promising a better world to come. Connecting
The reasons I read my road atlas remind me of the purposes God
threads to the grand story are woven all through Scripture. In
may have had when He gave us His Word. These are also goals for
Hebrews 10, we are given a glimpse of the big picture comparing
Christian education. We teach God’s Word so that our students
Old Testament sacrifices with Jesus as the perfect sacrifice and
see the big picture, have assurance of the Way, the Truth, and the
what that means for our lives.
Life, depend on the promise of God’s Word, and choose a good
path for life, feeling equipped to serve the Lord with their lives in
Opening my atlas assures me of the route. I am pretty confident
this broken world. God had a purpose in giving us His Epic Story,
making my way through Canada, but I will open to the Ontario
the Bible. We need to use it!
page to double-check the order of the highlighted highways 402,
403, and 401, which I know are not in sequential order. The atlas
gives me reassurance that I’m heading in the right direction, toward the next major city on the trip. We keep reading the Bible
to know the Way, the Truth, and the Life! We may know and love
the Bible, but we still keep reading it to find our way in this world
and grow in our walk with Christ. Psalms, the Fruit of the Spirit,
the Beatitudes, and other favorite verses that we go back to time
and time again give us comforting reassurance in our life journey.
We want to travel in the right direction, seeking the best way to
live our lives.

“

”
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Alumni story/new student story

Sharing Stories
By Dr. Erin Lowery-Corkran,
International Student Programs Coordinator

from Across God’s World

T

he Whitinsville Christian School community hosted our second annual International
Education Week in November. International Education Week is a U.S. State Department and U.S. Department of Education co-sponsored event, designed to recognize
educational programs from around the world. At Whitinsville Christian School, we also take
this week to celebrate the diversity and ethnic heritages of our own community members
through storytelling, food, worship, and song.

CELEBRATING

Each day began with student-led, school-wide prayers in different languages including Arabic,
Greek, Korean, Mandarin, Spanish, and Russian, with English translations. The elementary
chapel was an internationally-themed praise and worship service and daily lunch offerings
featured cuisine from around the world. Students and staff were invited to dress in clothing
from their cultures, and it was wonderful to see the diverse array of countries represented by
our families! WCS community members who were born, or lived extensively overseas were
invited to visit classes. Our students were blessed to learn about life in Brazil, China, Costa
Rica, Egypt, England, Greece, India, Iraq, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Switzerland, Turkey, and
Vietnam, as well as the history of Islam and Hinduism.

The highlight of our week was the Celebration of International Cultures held on Tuesday evening. Over
200 WCS community members attended the event,
enjoying music, activities, and home-cooked dishes
from many different regions. Children attending the
event learned to use chopsticks, and they received
cards with their names written in Korean and Mandarin. The week was a wonderful opportunity for
students, faculty, staff, and community members to
share stories of their own cultures and heritages, and
to learn more about God’s Epic Story.
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Nehemiah Center Story

What’s in a Name?
The Inspiring Story of The Nehemiah Center

I

t has been a part of the WCS campus for less than a year, however The Nehemiah Center has seen an incredible amount
of activity in that time. The Nehemiah Center for Arts and
Worship hosted concerts for the WCS Band, Choir, Orchestra,
and Encore Vocal Ensemble in October. The WCS Drama Club
performed Disney’s The Little Mermaid over two weekends in November to sold-out crowds for all four shows. The Nehemiah Center Gymnasium has been filled with cheering fans of the volleyball and basketball teams, in addition to hosting Milford Regional
Hospital’s Mélange fundraiser in October, and an unprecedented
Crusader Lecture Series with New York Times best-selling author,
Dr. Michael Greger, in November. So many stories have already
been told in this building that didn’t exist two years ago.

are building on the lives of our students,
as well as establishing a deeper community with parents, faculty, and staff, and
reaching out to our broader community. Through your support, we endeavor
to build something great. We hope that
through this magnificent building we tell
and show God’s epic story of His persistent love, abundant grace,
and overwhelming faithfulness.”

In the fall of 2015, Rise Up & Build was launched as the fundraising campaign to give WCS its largest expansion to the Linwood
Avenue campus. The Rise Up & Build theme comes from the Biblical story of Nehemiah, a political leader and visionary who decided to undertake the major construction project of rebuilding
Jerusalem’s walls. The key verse from Nehemiah 2:18 says, “Then
I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as
also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said,
‘Let us rise up and build.’ So they strengthened their hands for this
good work.”

up and make this beautiful addition to our campus a reality.

At convocation opening the 2017-2018 school year, WCS faculty
member Rocky VanTol shared, “What Nehemiah did is reestablish
God’s people physically, and spiritually. This new building is WCS’
Nehemiah work. Within these walls we are building up the physical, creative, and spiritual lives of our students. But Nehemiah’s
work did something more than build walls. By rebuilding, he also
reinvigorated community. Our hope with this project is that we
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The Nehemiah Center became the natural choice when it came
time to select a name for the physical structure. The Nehemiah
Center speaks to the commitment of our entire community to rise

Before the November 18 performance of Disney’s The Little Mermaid, the announcement was made that the Rise Up & Build campaign had not only met, but surpassed its goal of $18.5 million. “We
are humbled by and in awe of this achievement,” said Dr. Adam
Meyer, Director of Advancement. “Reaching our goal is important
not only in the funding of construction, but also in the increase to
our endowment fund. The fund is an important source of financial
support for all WCS students. It allows WCS to keep tuition rates
affordable, making a WCS education an exceptional value.”
“WCS has been blessed with incredible growth in our facilities and
our enrollment over the last two years,” said Sonia Zeyl, Director of
Enrollment. “I’m always excited to meet the new students and their
families who come to be a part of this community. The Nehemiah
Center brings new attention to the characteristics that have made
WCS special for 89 years.”

The Next Chapter in Giving
Remember me for this, my God…what I have
so faithfully done for the house of my God and
its services. - Nehemiah 13:14

T

he families that founded WCS almost 100 years ago
would be amazed by the changes the school has seen, and
extremely grateful for God’s blessings. With the most recent addition to the campus, an incredibly generous community
came together to raise the support to build the Nehemiah Center,
a facility tailored for the expansion of our signature programs.
Enrollment is increasing, thanks to new families who are joining the community, and an exciting phase of growth has begun
at WCS. Like the people Nehemiah led after building the wall,
we are now called upon to remain
faithful to our community’s mission,
reinforcing our capacity to deliver on
it. We are answering that call through
the newly created WCS Fund.
The WCS Fund provides the reinforcement and support of excellence in all aspects of our mission. The critical why of our WCS
mission is for Christ-like service in God’s world. How we uniquely
accomplish our mission is in a joy-filled community that inspires
innovative learning, passionate leading, and faithful serving.
“Support of the WCS Fund is a clear way for people who are
thankful for the mission of WCS to ensure that this institution
is not only sustainable, but that it thrives. An important factor
in the school’s future success is to have income from non-tuition
dollars to invest in future students and the key programs at WCS.
When people want to know how to support WCS, the answer is
to give to the WCS Fund. I would encourage support from everyone in our community, especially alumni who want to give with
a sense of gratitude for what they experienced, and as a way to
pay it forward for future generations,” said Bryan Wiegers, WCS
Trustee.

The key areas in which the WCS Fund empowers
both the why and how of our mission are:
• TUITION ASSISTANCE – Tuition assistance is crucial
for families who are committed to the WCS experience, but
who otherwise would not be able to afford tuition. A gift to
the WCS Fund allows the school to recruit and retain more
qualified students who want access to the unique why and
how of our education. Previously known as the Acorns to
Oaks Annual Loyalty Fund, tuition
support is now part of the WCS
Fund.

• ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE – The pursuit
of innovative learning
requires support of the
faculty and programs
that deliver that experience, preparing students to excel
in college and their career. This includes faculty training,
conferences, and new program development in areas such
as Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM), Advanced Placement, and Business Education.
• STUDENT LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES – Leadership
development opportunities allow students to identify their
own unique leadership gifts, work within dynamic team
environments, and prepare to make a difference in God’s
World. Supported leadership experiences include Student
Council, National Honor Society, and DECA. Support of
leadership opportunities in the realm of the performing arts
includes Encore, Drama, and Strings.
• SPIRITUAL LIFE – Integral to a
WCS education is spiritual formation. The WCS Fund supports opportunities for meaningful spiritual
growth, with a cohesive experience
for faculty, staff, and students. Chapel, Service Learning, Community
Engagement, and Mentoring are all
supported by gifts to the Fund.
An annual, unrestricted gift to the WCS Fund not only supports
the school’s mission, it strengthens it in ways otherwise not covered by tuition and endowment income. The impact of the WCS
Fund is maximized through full annual distribution under the
stewardship of the WCS Finance Committee.
“With the establishment of the WCS Fund, WCS joins other outstanding Christian schools that utilize an annual fund as a critical
resource to provide the quality of education that we want to deliver. There is a deep need to provide tuition support to committed families to our community. Support of academic, leadership,
and spiritual programs is also key. My hope is to see 100% participation from our community to ensure an excellent future for
WCS,” said Lee Gaudette, WCS Trustee.
I invite you to become an early supporter of the WCS Fund, and
to include the WCS Fund in your annual giving plan. By doing so
you are joining a mission-focused community on the next part of
our joy-filled journey. Thank you in advance for your gift.
Dr. Adam Meyer
Director of Advancement
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ALUMNI NEWS

The second annual 3-on-3 Alumni and
Friends Basketball Tournament was held
on Thanksgiving weekend. Thank you to all
who came to support the Crusaders Athletic
Board.

Nineteen members of the Class of 2007 gathered
for a reunion on December 30. By coincidence,
the venue had hired Ethan Bates (’10) to play
that evening! Thank you to Leeann and Ryan
McMorrow for coordinating the event.

The WCS Holiday
Alumni and
Friends Soccer
Night was held on
December 27.

The Legendary Tradition of WCS Dutch Apple Pies
A

Karyn (Baker) Schneider (’86) in the center of
a pie-making assembly line

Apple Pie Team Members Tim Johnson
(’93) and Erika (Anderson) Johnson
(’96) at the pie pick-up station
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utumn in New England brings familiar sights,
sounds, and aromas. Anyone walking the halls
of WCS on October 20 saw scores of volunteers
happily chatting, immersed in the scent of apples and cinnamon. The popularity of this amazing fundraiser has townspeople asking, “When
is Apple Pie season?” as soon as the school year
begins. For the second year in a row, WCS has
been inspired by the theme “Pay it Forward With
Pies.” Customers were invited to buy pies designated for donation. This program has allowed our
far-away friends to stay connected to the tradition. Over 1,000 pies were “Paid Forward” this
year. They were delivered to police stations, fire
departments, Peace of Bread Community Kitchen, the Uxbridge Food Pantry, and many local
churches for Thanksgiving food baskets.

ANNIVERSARIES

WEDDINGS

Ed and Sharon Bakker (’56) will be
married for 55 years on February 9, 2018.
They celebrated with family and friends on
November 24, 2017, at Blissful Meadows
Golf Club in Uxbridge.

Owen Cooper (’08) and Toni Egnitz were
married on Sunday, November 5, 2017,
in Whitinsville, MA. Many former WCS
students were in the wedding party. The
couple now resides in Whitinsville.
Greta (Miersma) Sieglock (’06) and Mark
Sieglock were married on June 17, 2017,
in Mendocino, California. The couple
currently resides in Pacifica, California.

CONGRATULATIONS
Peter Bloem (’09) and Samantha Tibbitts
were married on November 3, 2017, in Troy,
NY. They reside in Latham, NY. Best man
was Jon Himottu (’08) and groomsmen
included Josh Bloem (’14), Garrett Harden
(’08), Ryan McMorrow (’07), Austin Holt
(’08), and Andrew Green (’08).

Margaret (Twight) Spaan (’37) and
Rev. Howard Spaan celebrated their
70th Wedding Anniversary on June 27,
2017. They were married June 27, 1947,
in Whitinsville. Margaret’s grandfather
was Rev. Foppe Fortuin, Pastor of the
Whitinsville Christian Reformed Church
from 1906 to 1921. It was during his term
that the Society for Christian Instruction
was organized. Together Howard and
Margaret served many years of ministry in
the church.
Henry G. Ebbeling (’43) and Gladys
(Faber) Ebbeling (’49) celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary on October 15. Henry
and Gladys have three children: Lisa (’73),
Gregory (’75), and Rachel (’83). They also
have ten grandchildren, seven of whom are
WCS alumni. The Ebbelings are still active
at WCS, helping with TRIP.

CONDOLENCES
Annette (Vriesema) Carver (’35) passed
away in January of 2018. Annette most
recently lived at the Whitinsville Retirement
Home.

Nathan Kuder (’96) and his wife Tahnee
welcomed their third child, a son named
Camen James on December 6, 2017.
Trevor Praetsch (’10) married Katie
Blackadar on October 21, 2017. Cross
Country runners also from the class of 2010
Brent Schouler, Arleigh McRae, and Kouta
Kobayashi, along with Coach Vander Baan,
were in attendance.

Austin Caswell (’13) passed away in
November of 2017. He was most recently
attending Dallas Baptist University.
Andrew Haagsma (’40) passed away in
November of 2017. He most recently lived
in Michigan.
James Jorritsma (’59) passed away in
September of 2017. He was a lifelong
resident of Whitinsville and a member of
Pleasant Street Christian Reformed Church.
Raymond B. Schotanus (’43) passed away
in September of 2017. Raymond most
recently lived in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.

Billy Fredericks (’14) recently proposed
to Julie Wiegers (’15). They are planning a
2019 summer wedding. Both are currently
students at Calvin College.
Justin Piquard (’08) and Kaylee Mitchell
(’10) were married in Falmouth, MA, on
October 1, 2017, with many WCS alumni in
the wedding party. The couple is currently
residing in Uxbridge, MA.

Ethel (Roorda) Wiersma (’44) passed
away at St. Camillus Health Center in
Whitinsville in November of 2017. The
Wiersmas most recently lived in Naples,
Florida.
Randall H. Youngsma (’70) passed away in
November of 2017, surrounded by family in
his home in Uxbridge.
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Upcoming Events
Dear Edwina Jr. presented by WCS Middle School Drama Club

March 2, 7:00 pm and March 3, 3:00 pm • Nehemiah Center for Arts & Worship

Pops Concert and Rise Up & Build Celebration
March 23, 7:00 pm • Nehemiah Center Gymnasium

Spring Auction

April 6, 6:00 pm • Pleasant Valley Country Club

WCS Open House

April 7, 10:00 am • Nehemiah Center

Elementary School presentation of The Kingdom Connection
April 12, 1:00 p.m and April 13, 7:00 pm • Krull Memorial Auditorium

Disney’s High School Musical presented by WCS Drama Club

April 20, 21, & 27, 7:00 pm and April 28, 2:00 pm • Nehemiah Center for Arts & Worship

Night of Music and Art (NOMA)

May 10, 7:00 pm • Nehemiah Center for Arts & Worship

Golf Outing

June 11, 11:00 am • Pleasant Valley Country Club
Please visit whitinsvillechristian.org for more information and for our full schedule of events.

